

Mubarak opens ^national dialogue* 

--Egyptian President Hosui Mubarak opened a 
tkverse P 01 ^ |«wps SatunJ^atoed 
BiSKSiS “J 1 ^ 1 VK ? eaoe - Hie fundamentalist Muslim 

barred from the talks, because the government 
™»b« to recognise n as a fegmroaitparty fete past 2) ‘"We all 
*££«» the need to take a 

violence and terrorism and to safeguard stability and lesalitv 
M«fc«jak told the 250 participants from various potmS gnxips 
JJJJS 225? ^.SPwronjent^ponsored dialogue. Mr. mKS 

was a sign of govenunent weakness 
m the face of Muslim fundamentalist violence. “Some people have 
interpreted the call for dialogue, thinking it was motivated by 
a ad the sta tes need for a common stand to counter the 
prontonof terrorism, he said, referring to parties which refused to 
take part m the event. The liberal Wafd Party and the Arab 
nationalist Nasserites boycotted the dialogue, calling it a farce. 



Tteisafids of Kurds sssarch in Frankfurt 

FRANKFURT (AFP) — More than 30,000 mainly Kurdish 
demonstrators marched here Saturday in protest at Ankara's 
military campaign against a Kurdish uprising in southern Turkey, 
while several people were wounded as Kurds crossing from France 
dashed with police. Organisers put the number of marchers as high 


as 70,000. Some 3,000 police were deployed to oveisee the march. 
The marchers accused Turkey of carrying out a “war of extermina- 
tion against the Kurdish people” and called for an end to German 
arms exports which they said were used by Turkish authorities in the 
10-year-old conflict. Police earlier distributed pamphlets asking 
demonstrators not to brandish symbols of the Kurdish Labour Party 
(PKX), which is leading the rebellion in Turkey and is banned there 
and in Germany. The PKK and several other alleged from 
organisations were banned in November 1993 after a wave of violent 
incidents in Germany instigated by Kurds. The rally was called by 
the international humanitarian organisation Medico, two human 
rights lawyers and a Gennan-Kurdisb friendship association. 
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^ Palestinian police 
Jjt graduate in Gaza 

n f GAZA (R) — The first 
.'b group of 168 Palestinian 
tS; police officers to be trained 
locally graduated in Gaza dty 
iy on Saturday after a one- 
tit month^ course. “Your duty is 
to maintain law and order, 
tf i This is the first team to be 
graduated on onr home- 
sjx land,” Palestinian security 
if chief Major-General Naser 
£ Yousef told the officers. The 
ij. ^.blue-uniformed force, known 
ie* ^as Abu Jihad Brigades, in- 
u*.- chides 112 traffic and 56 
15 ; emergency police. Its first 
£ wpnian officer, Imas Shalabi, 
c will be responsible for train- 
5 , mg policewomen. Palestinian 
.t security forces trained else- 
^ where took over control of 
j 1 ; most of the Gaza Strip and 
7' Jericho under the Palestine 
7 Liberation Organisation's 
^ F^eace deal in May with 

•si 

Dole wins Iowa 
; straw poll 

DES MOINES, Iowa (AP) 
£ — Senate minority leader 
£ . Bob Dole has won an Iowa 
£ - straw poll of 1,349 Republi- 
‘.7 cans in a preview of the 
7 party’s likely contenders for 
, 7 ' die White House in 1996. But 
7 it was not an overwhelming 
7 victory for Mr. Dole, who 
7 captured 356 votes, or about 
7 25 per cent, to 205 for former 
r~ Education Secretary Lamar 
- Alexander and 200 for Texas 
^ Senator Phil Gramm. Vice 
;7 President Dan Quayie re- 
ceived fewer than 100 votes. 

* Gulf states report 
:• violations of pact 

* ADU DHABI (AFP) — 
7 .Companies in the Gulf are 
.1 violating an 11 -year-old re- 
gional economic pact by forg- 
ing commercial documents to 

7 evade customs tariffs on their 
:7 exports, an official Gulf body 
.7 said Saturday. In a letter to 
“ member states, the Riyadh- 
based secretariat of the six- 
nation Golf Cooperation 
Conncil (GCC) proposed 
strict measures to stop viola- 
tors forging certificates of ori- 
gin for their products. 
‘.‘Violators should be 
1 ' punished either by a heavy 
V fine or a ban on their exports 
to member states for a defi- 
nite period,” said the letter. 
Under the 1983 economic 
accord, exports by one GCC 
state to another are ex- 
empted from customs tariffs 
provided they are locally pro- 
duced or the venture is con- 
trolled by national investors. 
'• The accord has prompted the 
7 six members to demand cer- 
tificates of origin for any ex- 
ports to ensure they meet 
requirements. 

;> .India’s smuggler 
j hero dies in 
comfort 

■ NEW DELHI (AFP) — Haji 
Mas tan, India's most famous 
smuggler, whose rags-to-richs 
story and bravado made him 
a household name for de^ 
cades, died in the western 
city of Bombay on Saturday, 
the Press Trust of India said. 
Mastan, 72, died in a plush 
nursing borne in an exclusive 
south Bombay suburb after 
suffering a heart attack, the 
news agency said. The dark, 
rangy former dock worker 
from the southern state of 
Tamil Nadu spread terror in 
Bombay, his adopted home, 

-■ in the 1960s and 1970s 
through a series of vicious 
crimes linked to his smug- 
gling empire. Mastan gave up 

■ his life of crime in the early 

* 1980s and entered the con- 
struction business in Bom- 

. bay. 

: 6 killed in Somali 
; fighting 

MOGADISHU (R) — Si* 
people were killed and 68 
wounded in fresh gun battles 
between militias of powerful 
warlords General Moham- 
mad Farah Aideed and All 

* Mahdi Mohammad in the 

: Somali capital Mogadishu on 

‘ Saturday, medical sources 

said. A doctor at the Benadir 
. Hospital in the heart of 
Mogadishu said he had re- 
ceived 58 wounded Somahs, 

‘ many of them women and 
children with severe gunshot 


Sanaa forces press 
bid to capture Aden 

U.S. demand for truce unheeded 


Combined agency dispatches 

NORTHERN FORCES 
pressed ahead with their 
thrust to capture the southern 
stronghold of Aden with the 
besieged city reportedly 
under heavy artillery and 
rocket barrages for a third 
straight day Saturday. 

Western diplomats quoted 
their contacts in Aden as 
saying an average of one shell 
or rocket per minute was 
being fired on tire Indian 
Ocean port dty, which has 
been ringed by northern 
forces for most of Yemen’s 
seven-week-old civil war. 

But there was no indication 
of any major territorial gain* 
along the front, about 20 
kilometres from the centre of 
tire dty, said the diplomats, 
who spoke in exchange for 
anonymity. 

Northern warplanes Satur- 
day bombed a residential 
area of the dty, wounding an 
unspecified number of peo- 
ple, after southern anti- 
aircraft batteries chased them 
away from “vital economic 
establishments,” tire south’s 
Aden News Agency re- 
ported, without elaborating. 

Nor t hern reinforcements 
were seen headed toward 
Aden in recent days, induct- 
ing 30 tanks and several 
trucks loaded with ammuni- 
tion. 

The northern-based gov- 
ernment in Sanaa has not 
commented on the mflitaiy 
situation in several days. 

But attacks on Aden inten- 
sified last week after United 
Nations envoy Lakhdar Ibra- 
himi failed to broker a settle- 


ment in talks with tire north- 
ern and 1 southern leaders. 

The main goal of the 
north’s new offensive, which 
gained strength Thursday, 
was to capture Aden airport 
and an adjacent air base on 
the northern outskirts of the 
dty to undermine the south- 
ern secessionists’ air super- 
iority. 

Since the war started May 
4, the south has relied on its 
air force to counter the 
north’s numerical supremacy. 
Relentless air strikes on the 
north’s supply routes and for- 
ward positions have pre- 
vented tire fall of Aden. 

The south claimed Thurs- 
day northern forces were 
attacking residential areas 
and vital installations and 
said more than 800 civilians 
had been killed or wounded 
since Sunday. 

The shelling hit a district 
called Little Aden, west of 
Aden. 

“Where are the deadlines 
and the United Nations ceas- 
efire calls?" asked an 
alarmed resident as northern 
shells hit little Aden. 

Little Aden's refinery 
halted operations earlier this 
month after northern gunners 
set three storage tanks 
ablaze. The area also has 
southern missile and artillery 
batteries. 

A senior southern official 
told Reuters northern troops 
were trying to enter tire west- 
ern section of Aden to cut it 
off from the rest of the port 
city. 

“By doing so, they are 
committing suicide, 
are very hot right now and 


Sanaa is sending wave after 
wave of steel and humans,” 
tire official said. 

“The north is not abiding 
by the ceasefire resolution or 
by the American wanting,” 
the southern official said. 

On Friday, U.S. State De- 
partment spokesman Mike 
McCurry said: “Northern 
forces should cease their 
bombardment of Aden im- 
mediately, avoid ground ac- 
tion against the dty and pull 
back their rocket launchers 
and artillery. 

“Further military opera- 
tions will require urgent 
Security Council considera- 
tion," be said. 

A southern military state- 
ment said three northern 
warplanes tried to hit Aden 
air base on Saturday. It said 
several people were wounded 
and houses were damaged 
when one of the aircraft 
dropped its load on a residen- 
tial area. 

Three civilians were killed 
when a shell hit an Aden 
school housing civil war re- 
fugees in the northern suburb 
of Mansoura, dvil defence 
sources said earlier on Satur- 
day. 

A Northern envoy arrived 
in neighbouring Oman on 
Saturday with a message 
from President AH AtxtaUah 
Saleh. 

Oman now holds the rotat- 
ing preridency of the Security 
Council and diplomats say it 
is one of several Arab states 
backing a southern request 
for an emergency council 
meeting to discuss the plight 
of Aden’s 400,000 residents. 


Deal close on Iraq pipeline 


BAGHDAD (Agencies) — 
Iraq and Turkey are dose to 
meeting U.S. and U.N. de- 
mands over the flushing of oil 
from a pipeline linking Iraq’s 
Kirkuk fields to the 
Mediterranean coast, a Tur- 
kish Foreign Ministry official 
said on Saturday. 

Twelve million barrels of 
oil are trapped in the rusting 
pipeline, which has been idle 
since sanctions were imposed 
on Baghdad during the Gulf 
crisis in August 1990. 

“Most of them (problems) 
have been solved. We nar- 
rowed the circle to almost 
some technicalities to be 
worked out in New York,” 
Ozden Sanbark told Reuters 
before leaving Baghdad. 

Mr. Sanbark, Turkey’s 
Foreign Ministry under- 
secretary, arrived in Baghdad 
on Thursday to hear Iraq’s 
views on a technical resolu- 
tion that trill have to be 
issued by the Security Coun- 
cil before the pipeline is 
flushed and refilled with oil. 


Mr. Sanbark said his vsit, 
the second to Iraq in less than 
three months, achieved ma- 
jor progre ss . 

“But I cannot say that we 
reached our goal to obtain a 
technical resolution from tire 
Security Council. 

“There is more work to be 
done... (but) both sides hope 
the matter will be finalised in 
tire near future,” be said. 

Mr. Sanbark said tire oil in 
the - pipeline would not be 
injected to oil markets and no 
transfer of money would be 
made to Iraq. 

The United States insists 
that any pact between the 
two sides should not violate 
Security Council resolutions 
imposed on Baghdad as a 
consequence of invading 
Kuwait in 1990. 

He said Iraq had agreed to 
. transfer the proceeds, esti- 
mated at $200 million, to a 
U.N. escrow fond, 30 per 
cent of which would go for 
1991 Gulf war victims and 
other expenses. 


The remainder of Bagh- 
dad's share, he said, would 
be used to buy food and other 
urgent h uman itarian needs. 

He (fid not say when he 
expected the flushing to start, 
but Ankara wants to begin in 
July and complete it in Octo- 
ber. 

Time is crucial since no 
went can be done in south- 
eastern Turkey and northern 
Iraq in winter. 

The Turkish envoy also 
was discusing Turkish efforts 
to get U.N. sanctions on Iraq 
lifted. 

Flusfamgtire oil trapped in 
the twin 990-kilometre pipe- 
line would provide Iraq with 
food and medicine, permitted 

under the sanctions. 

• 

But Western officials have 
stressed it will be a one-shot 
operation that will not signal 
an easing of the embargo. 

Turkey was a key compo- 
nent of the U.S.-led coalition 
that ousted Iraq from Kuwait 
in February 1991. 


Rabbani forces seize key fort 


wounds, and five died. 


KABUL (Agencies) — 
Forces loyal to Afghan Presi- 
dent Bumanudcfin Rabbani 
captured the strategic eastern 
Kabul fortress of Bala Hissar 
from their rivals Saturday, a 
military spokesman said. 

“Bala Hissar fell into our 
hands at 5:15 p.m. (1345 
GMT), but we are still under 
fire from the enemy,” Com- 
mander Gadoh of the Nation- 
al Guard told AFP. 

Bala Hissar was a major 
garrison for the allied forces 
of Mr. Rabbani's rivals — 
prime Minister Gnlbuddin 
Hekmatyar and ex- 
communist Uzbek General 
Abdul Rashid Dostum, who. 
have been at war with Mr. 
Rabbani since January.' 

Hie adjacent Hekmatyar- 
Dostum strongholds of 
Maranjan Hill and the Old 
Microrayan housing estate 
have not yet been attacked by 
pro-Rabbani forces, the 
spokesman stated, although 
locals reported many rocket 
salvoes fired against those 
positions. 

In coming rocket barrages 


were mostly limited to the 
frontline areas, with the west- 
ern Kabul suburbs of Khair 
lOtana also co ming under fire 
in tire morning. 

Initial reports said 10 peo- 
ple had been killed ana 70 
injured, many of them non- 
combatants, as rockets 
smashed down on residential 
districts and positions of Mr. 
Hekmatyaris forces, hospital 
doctors and officials said. 

The fighting was the fier- 
cest for several weeks in 
Kabul, where more than 
2^00 people have been killed 
since the latest battle for sup- 
remacy between Mr. Rabba- 
ni and Mr. Hekmatyar began 
last Jan. 1. 

toweeffocun around Bala His- 
sar as jets of Mr. Rabbani's 
forces bombed the hilltop 
position. 

SU-22 and MiG-21 jet 
fighters screamed down from 
Mr. Rabbani’s main air base 
at Baghram, 40 kilometres 
north of tire capital, through- 
out the day. They made more 
than 20 raids on Bala Hissar 


in the south of the dty, wit- 
nesses said. 

Mr. Rabbani’s fighters 
fired hundreds of rockets and 
mortar bombs from bases 
scattered across the war- 

shattered city in a barrage 
that began at' dawn. They 
concentrated their fire on 
Gen. Dostum’s positions on 
Qasa Buij Hill, overlooking 
Bala Hissar. 

United Nations officials 
had voiced fears this week 
that the battle for Kabul 
could intensify in tire next 
few days in the run-up to the 
expiry of Mr. Rabbani's term 
in office next Tuesday. 

Mr. Rabbani has refused to 
step down if no viable 
alternative is agreed and Mr. 
Hekmatyar had warned of 
renewed bloodshed if he did 
not go on time. 

Mr. Hekmatyar held talks 
cm Friday in the eastern city 
erf Jalalabad with Sibghatuf- 
lah Mojadidi, leader of one 
of the mote moderate former- 
guerrilla factions that make 
up the fractious coalition gov- 
ernment to discuss Mr. Rab- 
bam's resignation. 





EU SUMMIT: German Chancellor Helmut Kohl (left) 
shows the way to Austrian President Thomas KlestiJ (second 
left), Greek President Andreas Papandreou (centre) Euro- 


pean C omrafarion President Jacques Dekwrs (first left) and 
Irish Premier Albert Reynolds as European Union (EU) 
leaden pose for a picture hi Corfu, Greece (see story on 
page 12) 


Egypt welcomes Jordan-Israel move 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Egypt 
welcomed on Saturday Jor- 
dan’s recent moves towards a 
future settlement with Israel 
and said it was willing to 
extend help in tire negotia- 
tions if asked to do so. 

“We wetoome the progress 
achieved on the Jozdaman- 
Israeli track in the same man- 
ner in winch we welcomed 
progress on the Palestinian* 
Israeli track,” Egypt’s Fore- 
ign Minister Amr Mnsa told 
me Jordan News Agency, 
Petra, in an interview. 

“If His Majesty King Hus- 
sein and the Jbraanian gov- 
ernment feel it is better to 
move matters to attain Jorda- 
nian national rights in line 
with U.N. Security Council 
resolutions we have to sup- 
port and Mess tins outlook,” 
Mr. Musa told Petra in a 
telephone interview. 

Mr. Mnsa repeated Cairo 
was ready to help push for- 
ward all tracks of tire Arab- 
Israeli peace talks launched 
in 1991. 

Jordan and Israel agreed in 
Washington earlier this 


month to start holding the 

talks mwA» their CQ M i rf rieS for 

tire first time. 

They announced a series of 
moves to w ards future peace 
including the creation of a 
cross-border national park 
and an Egyptian road link. 

“Egypt’s evaluation of tire 
peace process is still posi- 
tive,” Mr. Mnsa said when 
asked how Cairo saw recent 
peace d e v el op m ents. 

“The process is at a period 
of activity and Egypt hopes it 
wifi continue unto it reaches 
the state of desired peace.” 

Mr. Musa said Egypt 
hoped similar progress could 
be achieved on the Syrian 
and Lebanese tracks. 

Jordanian-Egyptian ties, 
which bit record lows at tire 
height of the 1990 Gulf crisis, 
have dramatically improved. 

Emphasising the need for 
the Arab states to maintain 
contacts and consultations in 
the peace process, the Egyp- 
tian minkter said his country 
advocates constant contacts 
among the concerned parties 
to overcome any problem 


that could crop up in the 
peace process and even the 
process of coordination itself. 

Denying that Egypt was 
planning to call for an Arab 
summit, Mr. Musa said that 
such a meeting must be well- 
planned for in advance and 
accepted by all Arab states. 

But, he said, Egypt be- 
lieves in dose cooperation 
and solidarity among Arab 
countries, at the summit or 
other levels as long as such 
activity aims to serve the 
higher national interests. 

Mr. Musa said Egypt ex-, 
pects the U.N. Security 
Council to take action on the 
Yemeni war. 

“The fact that fighting con- 
tinues in Yemen despite 
Security Council appeals 
does pose a problem,” he 
said in Cairo. “That's what 
makes Security Council in- 
tervention probable." 

But asked about press re- 
ports that some Arab heads 
of state would meet in Cairo 
on Yemen, be said, “that’s 
not on the table at the mo- 
ment.” 



Amr Musa 

Mr. Musa said Egypt, Syria 
and the six Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCC) states agreed 
on the need for a ceasefire in 
Yemen and the start of dia- 
logue between the parties. 

The foreign ministers of 
the eight countries will meet 
in Kuwait next week and 
Yemen is expected to domin- 
ate tiie debate. 


Talks begin Tuesday on widening self-rule 

Rabin, Peres to meet Arafat during UNESCO gathering 


GAZA CITY (AFP) — 
Israel and the Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (FLO) 
w31 resume talks on Tuesday 
in tiie occupied territories, 
PLO chief negotiator Nabil 
Shaath said Saturday. 

■ He said the talks had origi- 
nally been planned for Mon- 
day but were pot bade “for 
technical reasons.” 

Negotiators would not 
meet m Egypt, as suggested 
on Thursday by Israeli Fore- 
ign Minister Shimon Peres, 
but the talks “will be in the 
occupied territories,” he 
said, although the place had 
not yet been announced. 

Dr. Shaath said he would 
meet with Dany Rothschild, 
head of the Israeli military 
administration, instead of 
General Ampon Shahak who 
led tiie Israeli delegation at 
previous autonomy talks. 

■ “Shahak is not any more 
the head of the Israeli delega- 
tion,” he said, although there 
was no official army con- 
firmation of the move. 

He said the two delega- 
tions would first discuss the 
agenda for negotiations. 

They wonld then talk ab- 
out the release of prisoners, 
extending Palestinian self- 
rule in the Israeli-occupied 
West Bank and completing 
matters which remained un- 
resolved before the May 4 
autonomy accord was signed. 

Certain issues such as the 
exact size of the self-rule 
enclave of Jericho were put 
to one side so the signing 
ceremony could go ahead in 
Cairo, launching autonomy 
in tire West Bank town and 
the Gaza Strip. 

Israeli Prime Minister Yit- 


zhak Rabin and Foreign 
Minister Peres will meet PLO 
Chairman Yasser Arafat in 
Paris on July 6, Israel Radio 
said Saturday. 

The three men are due to 
receive the UNESCO peace 
prize at a ceremony on that 
date, and will use the chance 
to hold several meetings in 
tiie French capital, the radio 
said. 

“Arafat is also expected to 
take part in a meeting of 
donor countries which have 
pledged financial support to 
back fledgling Palestinian 
self-rule in the Gaza Strip 
and Jericho. 

Mr. Arafat is pressing the 
U.S. and Europe for more 
funds for tire Palestinian self- 
rule government and aides 
said lack of cash, not politics, 
is delaying bis historic move 
to Jericho. 

Mr. Arafat despatched his 
economy minister to 
Washington and met with 
European ambassadors on 
Thursday to press interna- 
tional donors to accelerate 
tire flow of funds for his 
administration, the aides 
said. 

The aides, and European 
diplomats who met with Mr. 
Arafat in Tunis, told Reuters 
be has not set any new poli- 
tical conditions to his return 
to Jericho, delayed now for 
several weeks. 

A firm date for tire trip to 
Jericho has not been fixed, 
but PLO sources and Euro- 
pean diplomats say it is likely 
to be by mid-July. 

Israeli newspapers and 
radio stations said Mr. Arafat 
has set three conditions be- 
fore he would enter the self- 


rule areas: Release of all 
Palestinian prisoners, station- 
ing international observers in 
the territories and lifting of 
restrictions on movements of 
PLO officials. 

But Mr. Arafat aides de- 
nied they were conditions 
and European diplomats who 
met with Mr. Arafat said they 
had not heard about them. 

“These are hot issues 
under discussion with the 
Israelis. They are of great 
concern for the Aba Ammar 
(Arafat), but they were not 
articulated as conditions for 
his trip,” a dose aide to Mr. 
Arafat told Reuters. 

“I beard such reports and 
some Palestinian officials’ 
statements suggesting that, 
but they are not accurate,” 
another senior PLO official 
said, referring to comments 
Dr. Shaath made to Reuters 
in Jerusalem, accusing Israel 
of throwing up political 
roadblocks to tire trip. 

“The only problem for 
Arafat’s trip is of donors 
funding flow,” the PLO offi- 
cial said. 

One of 16 European 
ambassadors who met with 
Mr. Arafat at the Greek 
ambassador’s residence in 
Tunis, told Reuters the PLO 
chief was concerned about 
the delay in donor funding 
and wanted it speeded up. 

“But he didn’t set any poli- 
tical condition and didn't 
even talk on these issues,” 
the statement said. 

Likud threatens blockade 

The Israeli opposition on 
Saturday threatened to physi- 
cally block Mr. Arafat from 


visiting Jerusalem. 

Mr. Rabin said in inter- 
views published on Friday 
that Mir. Arafat had a right to 
worship in Jerusalem and 
only technical arrangements 
stood in the way. 

But Benjamin Netanyahu, 
leader of the right-wing 
Likud, Party, vowed to pre- 
vent Mr. Arafat’s entry to the 
Holy City. 

“Arafat is coming in order 
to make a political statement 
that Jerusalem, or the eastern 
part of Jerusalem, is the 
capital of the Palestinian 
state that he intends to 
build,” Mr. Netanyahu told 
Israel Radio's English ser- 
vice. 

“I assure you we will take a 
firm stand. We will be there 
and bodily block Arafat’s en- 
try if he plans to come.” 

Police Minister Moshe 
Sbahal said be did not believe 
Mr. Arafat would visit Jeru- 
salem without an Israeli in-, 
vitation. 

“The prime minister said 
that if Arafat would want to 
come and to pray in the 
mosque in Jerusalem, then he 
can ao so,” Mr. Shabal told 
the radio, but added: 

“There was no invitation 
for Mr. Arafat to come and 
to visit Jerusalem and I still 
think that any political figure 
will not come to a place 
without having an invitation 
from the host country.” 

The state-owned radio said 
on Saturday it did not expect 
Mr. Arafat to make his his- 
toric trip to Jericho and Gaza 
until mid-July, when U.S. 
Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher was also due to 
visit. 






U.S. favours acceleration of funds to Palestinians 1 1 news in brief II re b 


WASHINGTON (USIA) - 
The United States favours an 
accelerated flow of funds to 
the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) to help 
the Palestinians deal with the 
most urgent needs of starting 


tkms in Gaza and Jericho, 
State Department spokesman , 
Michael McGurry said Fri- 

He noted that Abu Alla, 
executive director of the 
Palestinian Council for Eco- 
nomic Development and Re- 
construction, has been hold- 
ing talk* with senior U.S. 
officials and also with the 
World Bank this week. The 
talks are to continue early 
next week. 

At the State Department, 
the Palestinian official met 
with Joan Spero, under 
secretary for economic and 
agricultural affairs; Ambassa- 
dor Dennis Ross, special 
coordinator for the Middle 
East peace process; and 
Robert PeHetrean, assistant 
secretary for Near Eastern 
affaire. He also has met with 
officials of the department’s 
economic bureau, the U.S. 
Agency for International De- 
velopment (AID), and the 
Treasury Department, Mr. 


AH of the talks are aimed 
at the same thing, the spokes- 
man said: 

“1) How to make more 
effective the flow of interna- 
tional assistance to the 
Palestinians as they begin die 
serious work of implementing 
aspects of the declaration, 
and 2) How to accelerate 
some of the funds coming 

from the donor community to 
take care of the most urgent 
needs.” Mr. McCuny noted 
“there have been a lot of 
costs involved in starting up 
the operation that easts in 
Gaza and in Jericho.” 

The United States has en- 
couraged donor countries to 
co ntri bute funds on an “ex- 
pedited basis” to the so- 
called “Holst Fund” that was 
established to address some 
of those start-up costs, he 
said. Donor countries are 
also being urged to shift 
pledges made at the October 
,1993 donor conference in 
Washington into forms whose 
delivery can be expedited. 
The United States has 
already put a total of S20 
milhou into dm Holst Fund, 
he said. _ 

Following is a partial trans- 


Egyptians unmoved by 
‘national dialogue 9 


CAIRO (R) — “The national 
what?" asked Saeed Juneidi, 
59. an Egyptian greengrocer 
and father of six. 

“The national dialogue... 
this thing between the gov- 
ernment and the parties 
they're talking about in the 
papers?” 

“Don't know anything ab- 
out all that,” said Mr. 
Juneidi. “All I know is in the 
morning I get beans for 75 
piasters and bread for 50 for 
me and my kids to eat and we 
thank God for that.” 

Opinion among ordinary 
Egyptians on the dialogue 
opening on Saturday on 
Egypt’s political and econo- 
mic future varies from ignor- 
ance or indifference to blind 
support or total rejection. 

“I only believe in Islamic 
dialogue... there is nothing 
called ‘national'. Islam is the 
only way... everything else is 
a waste of time," said 
Mahmoud Adel, a 30-year- 
old merchant. 

“I am not interested in 
politics. I know nothing ab- 
out politics. We just want to 
live," said a banker. 

Some said whatever Presi- 
dent Hosni Mubarak said was 
best. 

“We agree with everything 
he says,” said Salaraah Mus- 
tapha, 67. “The opposition 
wants to oust the president 
and seize power but our pres- 
ident is the best president we 
have seen.” 

“The Islamists are crimin- 
als. They should not partici- 
pate in the national dia- 
logue,” said engineer Madgj 
AJ AyyouW, 44. 

Mr. Mubarak sent out 
invitations to about 250 parti- 
cipants, including representa- 
tives of the parties, trade 
unions, the media, research 
centres, universities, coun- 
cils, women's groups, banks 
and chambers of commerce 
and industry. 

Moslapha Khalil, acting as 
rapporteur of the planned 
discussions, said the govern- 
ment would invite some peo- 
ple representing tendencies 
within the “Islamic current". 
But the influential Muslim 
Brotherhood would not be 
included. 

Without the overt parti- 
cipation of the Islamists, 
probably the largest single 
opposition group, many doubt 
the dialogue can come to a 
conclusion backed by a 
national consensus. 
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ITM Surprise Surprise 

I&30 New in French 
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WorW Cup Soccer Match Baigaria vs. 

2LM You Bel YourLJfe 
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CHURCHES 

SL Mary of Nazareth Church 
Swdflefc, Tel. 810740 
Assemblies of God Ckwcfa, Tel. 
632785. 

St, Joseph Church Td. 624590. 
Church of the Anmndwho TcL 
637440. 

Dr is Sadr Church Td. 661757 
Ternsaada Church TcL 622366 


The Islamic movement has 
fed on frustration among 
youths who feel the political 
establishment is corrupt, 
monolithic and unable to 
meet their economic aspira- 
tions. “Islam is the solution”' 
has become the rallying cry 
for many of them. 

Abdul Halim Mandour, an 
Islamist lawyer, says the state 
must talk directly with the 
Islamic movement. 

“These militants are fight- 
ers and they are ready to 
confront the state with arms. 
If the government wants to 
follow a democratic path it 
should have dialogue with 
them and listen to them. It 
must not confront them with 
bullets,” he said. 

“What I call for, and I 
hope the regime will respond, 
is that the state conducts a 
dialogue with the Islamic 
trends and that the armed 
struggle between them ends 
once and for all.” 

Others are sceptical that 
the long-delayed dialogue, 
dominated by Mr. Mubarak’s 
supporters, will lead to big 
changes in the paternalistic 
political system. 

“The dialogue is nonsense, 
just words for local consump- 
tion. Nobody takes it serious- 
ly apart from people in par- 
liament, who will show some 
enthusiasm and dap,” said 
teacher Maisa Nafe'h. 

Mr. Mubarak first prom- 
ised the dialogue after win- 
ning a third six-year team as 
president but already the 
opposition parties are com- 
plaining that the ruling par- 
ty's proposals for change do 
not go far enough. 

They suspect the govern- 
ment sees the dialogue as a 
way to recruit them into its 
campaign against Muslim 
militants, rather than as an 
attempt to make the country 
* more democratic. 

Significantly Mr. Mubarak 
repeatedly put off the dia- 
. Iogue until the security forces 
felt they were, winning the 
war against the A1 Gamaa A I 
Islamiyah and other violent 
group. 

The opposition wants 
direct and pluralist presiden- 
tial elections, access to the 
state run-media, an end to 
the state of emergency which 
has been in force since 1981 
and a change in the way the 
Interior Ministry runs the 
elections in practice. 
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Araedui Cfethelc Church Td. 

771331. 

Ai inrtdm Orthodox Charch Td. 
77S261. 

SL Epfaraha Church Td. 771751. 
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6S2526. 

Erancdkal Lutheran Church Td: 


CcrauaHspeakteg Enagefical Coo- 
BrccattoB Td. 664195 
He Utter-Day Saints Td. 654932 
Church at Nazarme Td. 675691. 
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WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment of Meteorology. 

It wfl! be fine with winds north- 
weaeriy moderate. In Aqaba, 
winds will be northerly active seas 
calm. 

Min ./Max. temp. 

Amman 16/29 

Aqaba 23/36 

Deserts 15/33 

Jordan Valley 22/35 

Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 30. Aqaba 36 Humidity 


script of Mr. McCurry’s com- 
ments: 

Q: I believe PLO officials 
are either having talks today 
or scheduled to have talks at 
the World Bank on the sub- 
ject of freeing up some of the. 
aid that has been promised, 
actually getting that money 
into their hands. 

Are there talks along those 
ftp mi* lines with FLO officials 
eitfaer taking place here or 
planned for here, and what is 
your view at this point In 
terms of making more of the 
money actually available to 
the FLO? 

Mr. McCrary: There are 
talks. It’s Abu Alla who has 
been here, and he has met 
with a whole range of people 
in our government. His office 
here has got a better sense of 
his schedule, but he has met 
with, among others. Under 
Secretary Spero, Ambassa- 
dor Ross, Assistant Secretanr 
Pelletreau. He’s met with 
some other folks from our 
Economic Bureau, from 
AID, from Treasury. In fact, 
most of the morning and 
probably .early aga in next 
week, well have discussions 
with him, and all of them are 
aimed at the same thing — 


(1) how to make more effec- 
tive the flow of international 
assistance to the Palestinians 
as they begin the serious 
work of implementing 
aspects of the Declaration; 
and then (2) how to acceler- 
ate some of the funds coming 
from the donor community to 
take care of the most urgent 
needs. - 

So there’s' been a lot of - 
costs involved with starting 

Gaza amLJeridro, and in fact 
the fund that was established 
— the whole fund that was 
established to actually 
address some of those startup 
costs is something tiiat we’ve 
encouraged countries to con- 
tribute to on an expedited 
basis and take some of their 
pledges that grew out of the 
October 1993 Donor Confer- 
ence here and shift them into 
s om eth in g that can be expo-, 
efited towards delivery. 

So we are addressing that. 
But again I would stress that 
we’ve made it dear to the 
Palestinians that they have 
responsibilities, too, in terms 
of providing the right types of 
structures and the right type 
of or ganisational efficiency 
that can use these funds 
effectively. 


Q: Where will the U.S. 
AID office be set up to reg- 
ulate or to control the flow of 

assistance? 

Mr .M cCrary: I don’t have 
any different answer thug the 
one I gave last week. 

Q: Did you give one last 
week? 

Mr. McCrary: Yes. 

Q: You hadn’t decided last 
week? 

Mr. McCrary: They were 
still working out administra- 
tive details. AID was still 
discussing that. 

Q: When you do tins, will 
you take into account the 
Congressmen who don’t want 
you to set up in East Jeru- 
salem? 

Mr. McCrary: Well take 
into account a wide variety of 
factors. 

Q: (Inaudible) East Jeru- 
salem — is still an op- 
tion? 

Mr. McCurry: I went 
through this all last week, 
Bany. 

Q: A quick one on that. 
Prime Minister Rabin also 
(mandible) pubtidy asked — 
he said donors should not set 
up donor offices in East Jeru- 
salem, sort of is that going to 


be ground — - 
Mr. McCuny: I got tor- 
tured on this last week. 
We’re not going to do it 


Q: Okay. And here’s the 
mam question. (Inaudible) 
So the bottom line is the U.S. 
is not prepared to release any 
of its donor money yet to the 

PLO 

Mr. McCuny: No, that’s 
not true at all. In fact, 
through the Holst Fund, we 
have already released, I 
think, at leak — I mean, 
we’ve done the numbers on 
tins, Sid, several times. We 
reoriented $10 minion out of 
our overall c ommi tment of 
$100 nrillkm to the Holst 
Fund. Fm sorry. That’s an 
additional $10 nriDioo on top 
of tiie $10 million that we had 
.already put into the Holst 
Fund. 

‘ I don’t have all the run- 
down now, but a lot of tiie 
funding — some of tiie fend- 
ing — we went through some 
of the funding numbers, I 
think, a while back, but ‘I 
know NEA has got them, and 
you can get them from them. 1 
But we’ve already pot money 
in for some of the startup 
processes. 



AID: Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat shakes hands with 
Uirited Nations Refief and Works Agency Commissioner- 
Gcoenl Hter Turkmen prior to signing an agreement in 


Tonis late Friday on UNRWA assistance progr ammes for 
Palestinians in the Israeli-occupied territories (AFP photo): 


U.N. fears pullout of guards from north Iraq 


BAGHDAD (R) — Finan- 
cial problems could soon 
force the United Nations to 
withdraw its guards from 
northern Iraq where millions 
of Kurds are living in 
.western-patrolled safe- 
havens, a senior U.N. official 
said. 

“If we do not get substan- 
tial funds in the next few 
days... we might have to re- 
patriate all U.N. guards." 
Poul Dahl, commander of the 
United Nations guards con- 
tingent in Iraq, told Reuters. 

The guards were sent to 
Iraq after the 1991 Gulf war 
to look after U.N. offices and 
relief convoys. Their pre- 
sence was also seen as reas- 
suring millions of Kurds who 
fled to mountains on the Tur- - 
Irish and Iranian borders fol- 
lowing the collapse of a brief 
post-Gulf war revolt against 
Baghdad. - 

The 212 guards, each 
armed with a pistol, have 
little other than their blue 
suits as they try to preserve 
peace in an area covering 
74,000 square kilometres. 

Mr. Dahl said their with- 
drawal would deal a heavy - 


blow to aid supplies to Iraqi 
Kurds bearing the double 
brunt of U.N. sanctions for 
Iraq's invasion of Kuwait in 
1990 and fighting between 
rival Kurdish groups. 

“You might lose every- 
thing you have done so far," 
Mr. Dahl said. 

He said the presence of 
guards in northern Iraq, now 
under the protection of a 
Western air-umbrella operat- 
ing from Turkey, was essen- 
tial to keep an already explo- 
sive situation under control. 

More than 300 Kurds were 
killed in fighting between 
Kurdish Democratic Party 
(KDP) and the Patriotic Un- 
ion of Kurdistan (PUK) and 
about 30,000 Kurds were dis- 
placed in the province of 
SnJaimaniyah, Mr. Dahl said. 

“Without our presence 
there would be thousands of 
■casualties; and hundreds of 
thousands of displaced peo- 
ple,” he said. 

Last month a land dispute 
triggered an armed conflict 
between armed supporters of 
Massoud Barazani's KDP 
and those of Jalal Talabani's 
PUK. 


“Various weapons were 
used — rocket propelledgre- 
nade launchers, 160-nun re- 
coilless rifles, mortars up to 
120-mm, light and heavy 
machine guns, anti-aircraft 
weapons and reportedly artil- 
lery and rockets,” Mr. Dahl 
added. 

But Mr. Dahl, a 50-year- 
okl commanding officer in 
the Danish army, said both 
sides respected the guards 
and their abafence will aggra- 
vate an already volatile situa- 
tion. 

“The local administration 
in these areas (rebel-held 
territory) does not have 
either the power or the capa- 
bilities to e n force Law and 
order,” Mr. Dahl said. 

Iraqi Kurds held elections 
in 1992 for a parliament and 
local government, but failed 
to disarm their political par- 
ties. 

The guards escort aid con- 
voys, provide communica- 
tions to U.N. and non- 
governmental aid agencies 
and the Kurds view their 
presence as a sign of con- 
tinued protection by the 
West. 


But their presence in Iraq 
has always been a thorny 
issue with Baghdad, which 
accuses them of being spies. 
Only six guards are allowed 
to stay in U.N. headquarters 
in Baghdad and the rest are 
deployed m the north outside 
government control. 

The guards were targets of 
. assassination attempts and 
one from Fiji was snot dead, 
in 1992 as be slept in the 
northern town of Dohuk. 
Several others were Injured. 

Lack of fends is also thre- 
atening the entire U.N. relief 
programme in Iraq on which 
hundreds of thousands of 
Kurds rely. 

The collapse of U.N. prog- 
rammes in Iraq is certain to 
be viewed as a triumph by 
Baghdad which charges the 
U.N. of politicising its pre- 
sence. 

Iraq rejected a U.N. offer 
for partial oil exports worth 
$1.6 billion which would have 
bolstered U.N. presence in 
Iraq. 

Mr. Dahl said he needed 
up to $16 million to keep the 
guards operating in Iraq for 
another year. No pledges 
have been made. 
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Uj, urges Algeria io broaden government base 

WASHINGTON (AFP) — Algerian 
Mohammad Salah-Dembri wrapped op * J® 

’Washington, where officials warned him the <^y*ay to 
stem the wave of violence in his country was to broaden the ; 
government’s base. “We certainly are very, very concern^- 
about the reports that we’ve heard of the violence and the;, 
abases taking place," said State Department spokesman' 
Mike McCuny. Since a military junta seized powerand « 
cancelled elections which Islamic militants were pcssea rot 
win in January 1992, Algeria has been hit by ajvave oT 
nnrcst in which scores of civilians have been murdered. Mr. 
Salah-Dembri, who arrived in Washington Monday mef-< 
with Secretary of State Warren Christopher and Robert '- 
Pellatreau, assistant secretary of state for Near Eastern’ 
affairs. “We discussed in derail with the foreign tmmstei ■ 
oar view that the best chance for achieving stabi lity a nd a > 
more democratic system in Algeria lies in broadening the 
base of the government,” Mr. McCurry said. Wednesday, 
Mr. Salah-Dembri said that Washington backed Algeria’s • 
plans for economic and political reform. 

Israel’s treatment erf Romanians worries Bucharest 

BUCHAREST (AFP) — Romania is worried about the ; 
treatment of thousands of its nationals employed in Israel 
.and is seeking to improve their working conditions, the 
foreign ministry said. “We are worried about the fate of; 
Romanian workers in Israel after having received several , 
recent complaints,” minis try spokesman Mircea Geoana 
said. Many had complained of being underpaid and not ; 
receiving health and welfare benefits and the Israeli* 
ambassador had been invited to the ministry on Thursday 
to discuss the issue, he said. Israel Radio said a few dajrc 
ago that some 30 Romanians farm workers kidnapped an ' 
Israeli to protest against working conditions. Israel last 
April agreed to the hiring of 18,000 foreigners, mostly 
Romanians and Bulgarians, to replace Palestinian workers. 

World Court to rule July 1 on GuH dispute 

THE HAGUE (R) — The International Court of Justice 
said on Friday it would deliver a judgment in the 
sovereignty dispute between Qatar and Bahrain over the ■ 
Hawar Islands and the reefs of Dibal and Jaradah on 
Biday, July 1. Qatar contests Bahrain's sovereignty over 
the islands which lie dose to its coast and submitted the 
case unilaterally to the United Nations Court in 1991. 
Bahrain says this breached an agreement to submit the case 
jointly and that the court therefore has no jurisdiction to 
hear the case. The c o ur t will rule next week whether it has 
jurisdictiou to hold further proceedings to settle die 
cuapme. . 

‘Iraq building new canal in marshlands’ 

LONDON (R) ’ — The Iraqi government is bufldmg 
another canal through southern marshlands as part of its 
efforts to crush resistance forces, an opposition group said 
on Friday. The Supreme Council for the I slami c Resistance 
in Iraq (SCXRI) issued a statement in London saying the 
140-154) kilometres waterway is designed to further efforts 
by Iraqi leader Saddam Hussein to drain vast areas of die 
marshlands. The report could not be independently veri- 
fied. Shi’ite rebels resisting President Saddam’s rule say he 
is attempting to dry out the area, a centre of resistance to 
Baghdad, to make it more accessible to his army. But 
SORT London representative Hamid. AI Bayati said the 
new canal, winch followed extensive drainage projects by? 
army engineering units in tiie area over the past three 
years, was meant to create a barrier in front of forces of the 
popular resistance. "Our sources have confirmed that this 
new project win certainly and drastically affect the ecology 
of the marshlands and the centuries-old living patterns of* 
die area,” he added. The state-run Iraqi News Agency- 
announced in April die completion of 105 kilometres canaL 
between a point near Nasariyah in southern Iraq and the 
port of Basra. Mr. Bayati said the new project starts in AI 
Maymonah district, travels south-west towards AJ Islahl 
then changes course to the east to reach the Shatt AI Arab? 
waterway at AI Qurnah. 

Aid agency reports ‘malnutrition inSudaft 

BRUSSELS (AP) — The Belgian aid organisation Doctors 
Without Frontiers said Friday that children in southern 
Sudan are suffering from “catastrophic malnutrition." In a 
statement, the agency said a nutrition survey in the Bahr Ai 
Ghazal region found 36 per cent of children between 6 
months and five years of age suffering from malnutrition. 

Of those children nine per cent suffer from severe 
mamutntion, the statement said. Aid to the region is still 
hmdered by lack of fends, supplies, the agency said, adding 
H ‘ aken quickly, a catastrophe is merit 

aW ?-. S*®! » predominantly Muslim north and 

mamly Christian and arramst south, has been embroiled in 

2? J2SS? 8 b 2 v *! een government in 

Khartoum and tire opposition Sudan People’s Liberation 

th? . ( 0o . unl 7 J a ?? hindered international , 
efforts to send humanitarian aid. Most of the more than 1 J 1 
million victims have died of starvation. 7 

People who fled Sudan war return liom^* i 

KHARTOUM (R) — Thousands of Sudanese who fled 
their homes m southern Sudan to escape fightfo* hSLS 
the government and rebels are retuntine a 
newspaper reported on Saturday. The cove’mmiS 81101 ^ 
AlIngazAl Watani newspa^r sid 
15,000 displaced propte^ed*, " 

northern Bahr AI GhazaJ state from rap,ta i ■ * 

Sudan's second largest town. Awiel is about 1 in 
northwest of Wau, which is 1 030 ^ kilometres 

Khartoum. The return of *4* Jg 1 of > 
home despite lack of preparations for ’ , who . c ^ me 

ml season, reflects a^r^froTtn *&"**»- - 
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readings: Amman 30 per cent. 
Aqaba 31 per cent. 

USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Ahmad Khamis 747684 

Dr. Fakhri Taycfa 885880 

Dr. Abdul Wabab Awad ... 846070 

Dr, Basim Qaddumi 648633 

Firas pharmacy 6619 12 

FenJows pharmacy 778336 

AI Arema pharmacy ......... 6370S5 

Mainmkfa pharmacy 623672 

AlSahm pharmacy 636730 

Yacoob pharmacy 644945 

Sbroeisaiii pharmacy 637660 

Nairoujh pharmacy - 623672 

Majib pharmacy 847632 

18HD: 

Dr. Ahmad Oami (—1 

Alqads pharmacy {—) 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Akram Hadad 985550 

Kftafifeh pharmacy 985417 

EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre 637111 


Civil Defence Department 661111 
Civil Defence Immediate 

Rescue 630341 

Civil Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue Police 192,621111,637777 

Fire Brigade 891228 

BtoodBank 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

Pnbfic Security Department 63032! 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints 661 176 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaints 897467 

Amman Municipality 

Complaints 787111 

Telephone Information 

(directory assistance) 121 

Overseas Calk 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 623101 

AbdaG Telephone Repairs 661101 

Jordan Television 773111 

Radio Jordan 774111 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority 

815615 

Electric Power 

Company 636381 

RJ Plight Information .... 08-53200 
Ooccn Alia 1ml. Airport 08-53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Ed “ a ! 1 CcnMc *13813/32 
Khalidi Maternity, J. Amu 


644281/6 

Akileh Maternity. J. Amn. 

642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity .... 642362 

Malhas. J. Amman 636140 

Palestine. Shmcisani 664171/4 

Shmcisani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 845845 

AJ-Muashcr Hospital 66722W 

The Islamic. Abdah 666127/37 

Al-Ahli, Abdali 664164/6 

Italian. Al-Mohajrecn ... 777101/3 
Al-Bashir, J. Asltrafich 775111/26 

Army. Marfca 89 161 1/15 

Queen Alia Hospital .... 60224Q/50 

Antal Hospital 674155 

ZARQA: - 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital (09)983323 
Zarqa National Hospital 

(09)900560 

I bn Sina Hospital (09)986732 

AlHttaui Modem Hospital (09)990990 

BUD: 

Princes Bana Hospital (02)275555 

Greek CalhoNc Hosmtd (02)272275 

On Al Nafccs Hospital (021247100 

AQABA: 

PretccaHaya Hospital (03)314111 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 

QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 


This information a supplied by 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) information 
dep ar tm en t at the Ouccn Alia In- 
ternational Airport Td. ( 08)53200 ■ 
5, where it should always be veri- 
fied. 
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Royal Jordanian (RJ) 

nights 

(Terminal 1) 

Bangkok (RJ) 

•Ml Damascus (RJ) 

•*15 Aqaba (RJ) 

•*•-» Jeddah (RJ) 

HfeOB Dubai, Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

l fc,s Lamaca(RJ) 

WtS* Bahrain. Doha (RJ) 

H-** Beirut (RJ) 

17;,s Madrid (RJ) 

Ifcte New York. Amsterdam (RJ) 

Paris (RJ) 

Istanbul (RJ) 

I*® London (RJ) 

'*•• Brussels. Geneva (RJ) 

Athens (RJ) 

Vienna (RJ) 

Romc(RJ) 

21*0 Frankfurt (RJ) 

Cairo (RJ) 

•*«• Doha mi) 

Other Flights (Terminal 2) 

Anatolia (TA) 

■J:3« ... Abu Dhabi. Bahrain <GF) 


US Moscow (SU) 

Si L-jmacaiRj, 

Cams (MS) 

2-H Beaut (ME) 

Istanbul (TA) 

Amsterdam (KL) 


Royal Jordanian (Rj) 

nights 

(Terminal 1 ) 

Madrid (RJ) 

2*22 Beirut (RJ) 

•2 Frankfurt (Rj) 

Vienna (Rj) 

Tu ” ,s ' Blanca (RJ) 

Amsterdam. New York (RJ) 
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Sinsiisre. j 22S ( Rjj 

Bangkok (RJ | 

Abu Dhabi (Rjj 

Othsr Flights (Tormina) 2) 

•*■!* Anatolia (TA) 

•7:28 Rome (AZ) 

1*30 Doha. Bahrain (GF) 

W*5 Moscow (SU) 

Lamaoca (CY) 

21*5 Carre (MS) 

•*25 Amsterdam (KL) 
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ome News 


Parliament calls for halt 

SBiO'i* 



i t° fighting in Y emen 

AMMAN (Petra) — Jorda- Mr- Kabsi, who handed 
^ V fijv !?*■.' man Parliamentarians Satur- messages to Mr- Masri and 

■ J -*— »-*•-> Mr. Lawzi from the Yemeni 

parliament in Sanaa said that 
the delegation came to Jor- 
dan in order to benefit from 
its experiments in the course 


;<% voiced their concern over 
Ifap continaed fighting in Ye- 



of Sanaa's drive to safeguard 
Yemen's unity and territorial 
integrity. 

The meetings with the 
Yemeni mam were attended 
by members of both Houses 
of Parliament. 


“ » masting 

iv.-r- -.V' 11 > ; Yemeni delegation. 

•% ; For his part, the Senate 
'Speaker Ahmad A1 Lawzi 
"me# A... I said that Jordan was pained 
to see the fighting continuing 
taking the 
and nego- 



. 

i«*d- < 
-Crce, , ■ -source 


in Yemen, he 
to mind the other 
sources of pain caused by the 
, ... .situation in Palestine, Leba- 
.. :r ' i i npn, Sudan, Somalia and the 

region in the past de- 

'«.r? hdL ! . : Mr- Kabsi said that the war 

:: !& s ™ Yemen was not a conflict 

'^V -■ ! between the north and south 

' ; or between the Socialist Party 

yjv * ^ : and the National Congress 

J GuHfdjsik-. ' ** art y» rather it stems 

; from a mutiny against iegi- 
! timacy and the constitution. 
- 2 ?-s§aac ’ • Sanaa has accepted a ceas- 
efire and is willing to start a 


ad jsr* ! dialogue in light of the recon- 
ir.ereift I ediation document signed in 
Amman on Feb. 20, but “the 
mut 

; tad,” said Mr. Kabsi. 


. ~ - -»• tt: snbcc> ; Amman on t-eb. 20, but “the 
s C^T? ‘ mutineers have rejected the 

f; ,:: ^fcaait 
:: safe 


Senate sends message 
of support to King 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Upper House of Parliament 
Saturday voiced its support for His Majesty King Hussein’s 
endeavours to regain Jordan's full rights with respect to land 
and water as a basic pre-condition for achieving progress in 
the Arab-Israeli peace process. 

Following is the text of the cable which was sent to the 
King by Senate Speaker Ahmad A1 Lawzi. 

“The Upper House of Parliament bas been following up 
Your Majesty’s talks with the U.S. administration and the 
outcome of your' visit to the United States with increasing 
interest, and has closely studied your statements at the press 
conference held upon the conclusion of the talks in 
Washington where you re-emphasised Jordan's national 
rights. 

“You have carried to Washington the problems that have 
been troubling the nation and bravely submitted Jordan’s 
views with determination to regain the usurped rights of the 
Arab Nation. In tins .context, you have demanded the 
restoration of Jordan's land and the demarcation of interna- 
tional boundaries and the country's lawful water share as a 
prerequisite for attaining progress in the bilateral phase of 
the peace process which would lead to a just and durable 
peace. 

“In all this we take pride in your efforts and voice our 
support for your quest. 

“We stress that any progress on the Jordanian track is 
bound to contribute towards progress on other tracks and 
aims at attaining the Arab Nation's strategic objectives of a 
just and durable peace acceptable to future generations. 

“We deeply appreciate your sacrifices for your people and 
wish you success in your relentless e ffo rts in serving the 
nation. ** 
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— Vps ; : ; Minister of State for Legal and ParHamen- 
i-.r.:rs: ; tary Affairs Abdul Baqi Jammah Saturday 


meets with 
tary delegation (Petra 




ration inS 


Visiting parliamentarians 
seek to advance bilateral ties 


-- • 


ijn ft 2.' 




; AMMAN (J.T.) — The head 
; of a visiting Chilean par- 
; liamentary delegation, Mario 
I. ,|iamawi, . Saturday expressed 
! bis country's total ^support 
| for Jordaifs endeavours to 
• ensure the implementation of 
‘ t). N. Security Council re- 
\ Solutions 242 and 338 and the 
; ijght of the Palestinian peo- 

S le to self-determination in 
ieir homeland. 

; • - Speaking at a meeting with 
< Minister of State for Judicial 
J hod Parliamentary Affairs 
; Abdul Baqi .Jammoh,. Mr. 

) Hamawi said Chile highly 
■ i^ppredates His Majesty King 
«' Hussein's efforts towards 
| establishing peace in the re- 
j ^on based on U.N. resolu- 
1 tions. 

! . 1 The parliamentary delega- 
; tjon represents the Arab 
[ community in Chile and a 
■ committee in parliament de- 
I .signed to bolster Chile’s rela- 
■ tions with the Arab World, 

1 said Mr. Hamawi. 


Outlining the general con- 
dition of the Arab communi- 
ties in Chile, Mr. Hamawi 
said its members are mainly 
involved in banking, indust- 
rial and trade sectors. 

Other members of the de- 
legation who spoke at the 
meeting with Sheikh Jammoh 
said they appreciated Jor- 
dan’s continued assistance to 
the Palestinian people. 

The minister outlined Jor- 
dan’s stand and its efforts to 
establish peace and justice in 
the region. 

Earlier Mr. Hamawi and 
his delegation met with the 
speakers of the Upper and 
Lower Houses of Parliament. 

They also met with Abdul 
Hadi Al Majali, head of the 
Lower House's Foreign 
Affairs Committee, who out- 
lined Jordan's efforts for 
peace and spoke about Jor- 
dan's economic difficulties 
mi the wake of the Gulf 
crisis. 

The Chilean group later 


met with Marwan Awad. 
Ministry of Industry and 
Trade secretary general, and 
learnt from him about the 
laws that grant exemptions to 
foreign investors in Jordan. 

Mr. Hamawi voiced Chile’s 
interest in promoting trade 
and touristic cooperation 
with Jordan and announced 
that a team of Chilean 
businesspersons is planning a 
visit to the Kingdom to dis- 
cuss possibilities and areas of 
investment. 

Mr. Hamawi said his coun- 
try wished to promote tech- 
nical, economic and cultural 
cooperation with Jordan, 
based on a 1981 agreement 
signed by the two countries. 

He said that Chile seeks to 
create joint committees deal- 
ing with trade and economic 
relations. 

Among the limited number 
of commodities which Jordan 
imports from Chile are 
sodium nitrates and cereal 
seeds. 



Franco-Jordanian council 

formed to boost trade 


'AMMAN (J.T.) — Jorda- 
nian and French businessper- 
; sons Saturday formed a 
• Jordanian-French Business 
1 Council at the offices of the 
: Jordanian Businessmen's 
Association (JBA) and 
announced their determina- 
tion to boost trade and eco- 
■ nomic relations between the 
' two countries. 

■ Addressing a brief cere- 
mony held on the occasion, 
the head of the 16-member 
French group currently on a 
visit to Jordan, Thierry Cour- 
tgjgne, said the agreement 
‘ for the joint council was ex- 
pected to usher in a new era 
I - tff closer trade and economic 
relations. 

*. “Jordan plays a significant 
pile in the Middle East re- 
gion and French business 
groups are eager to establish 
strong relations with their 
counterparts in the Kingdom 
to promote bilateral trade 
-and to encourage French in- 


vestors to establish small-and 
medium-size industrial con- 
cerns in the country,” said 
Mr. Comtaigne who signed 
the accord along with Hamdi 
Tabbaa, the JBA president. 
. Mr. Tabbaa said that with 
the agreement die JBA hopes 
to lay the foundation stone of 
steady and progressive trade 
and economic cooperation 
between Jordan and France 
through the efforts of the 
private sectors in the two 
countries. 

The JBA is confident of 
such cooperation in View of 
the historic ties between Am- 
man and Paris and also in the 
light of expectations of the 
great opportunities available 
within the framework of a 
Middle East peace, said Mr. 
Tabbaa. 

The delegation's visit and 
the establishment of the joint 
council were prepared for 
during last month’s meeting 
in Paris of Jordanian and 
Trench buisnesspersons who 


were sonneting but possibili- 
ties of boosting economic 
cooperation. 

Tlie meeting in the French 
capital was held under die 
patronage of IBs Royal High- 
ness Crown Prince Hassan 
who was represented by 
Minister of Industry and 
Trade Rima Khalaf. 

JBA officials said that in 
1993 Jordan imported from 
France commodities worth 
JD 98.5 million, up from JD 
78 milfion in 1992, whereas 
Jordan's exports to Fiance 
increased to JD 1.3 million, 
up tram JD 900,000 in the 
previous year. 

Jordan sells France fruits, 
vegetables and potash and 
imports a wide-range of pro- 
ducts from television sets and 
cars to perfumes and cheese. 

Mr. Thbbaa said after the 
signing that the JBA hoped 
the accord would help in- 
crease and diversify Jordan's 
exports to French markets. 
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U.S. says Jordan’s ’official’ debt is $ 650 m 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Jordan’s official 
debts to the United States, 
stand at around $650 million,' 
a formal U.S. statement said 
Friday amid strong indica- 
tions that the Kingdom's 
efforts to secure debt relief 
from the U.S. could be bear- 
ing fruit. 

It was the first formal U.S. 
public reference to the actual 
amount of the Kingdom's 
debts to Washington, 
accumulated during the 80s. 

A written answer to a ques- 
tion raised at the State De- 
partment said: “Jordan owes 
approximately $650 million 
to the United States govern- 
ment. not including contin- 
gent liabilities-.’’ 

“Contingent liabilities” 
were defined as “loans made 
to private companies which - 


are guaranteed by the gov- 
ernment of Jordan.” The 
statement did not provide a 
figure for this category of 
debts, but it could be around 
$25 million based on figures 
provided by the Central Bank 
of Jordan (CBJ). 

CBJ figures show that as of 
Dec. 31, 1993, Jordan owed 
the United States JD 488.4 
million — around $674 mil- 
lion — of which JD 229.8 
million, or $322 million, were 
in bilateral loans and the rest 
(JD 258.6 million, or $400 
million) in export credit 
guarantees tthe dollar figures 
are based on the present ex- 
change rate of the dinar to 
the U.S. currency). 

Prime Minister Abdul 
Salam Majali and Finance 
Minister Sami Gammoh, 
however, have put tbe total 
Jordanian debts to tbe Un- 
ited States at nearly $1 bil- 
lion. This meant die possible 


inclusion of military debts, 
estimated at around $380 mil- 
lion. But, no immediate offi- 
cial explanation was avail- 
able. 

Fahed Fanek, a noted 
Jordanian economist and col- 
umnist, said: “It is my under- 
standing all in all Jor- 
dan’s debts to the U.S. are 
around the $1 billion figure.” 

Tlie CBJ figures showed 
that Jordan managed to re- 
duce its bilateral debts to the 
U.S. from JD 311.9 million in 
1991 to JD 229.8 million in 
1993, but export credit 
guarantees went up from JD 
161.9 million to JD 258.6 
million during tbe same 
period. 

His Majesty King Hussein 
said after talks with U.S. 
President Bill Clinton last 
week that the administration 
had promised to consider 
debt relief for Jordan. 


Washington also promised to 
■ help the Kingdom’s efforts to 
reschedule its debts to other 
countries, particularly mem- 
bers of tbe Paris Club of 
creditor governments. 

It was not immediately 
dear whether the U.S. would 
be considering an across-the- 
board write-off of Jordan’s 
debts as Washington did with 
Egypt and Poland. Such 
write-offs are related mainly 
to nrilitaty debts and. require 
congressional approval. 

However, such debt* relief 
may pose a problem for con- 
tinued assistance from 
Japan, which, in priudple, 
does not approve of debt 
write-off and believes in ex- 
tending further credit to 
allow the debtor to continue 
structural reforms and repay 
the debts in their entirety. 
Egypt and Poland are no 
longer eligible for Japanese 


assistance. 

Dr. Fanek noted that it was 
relatively easier to write off 
military debts than those in- 
curred as a result of guaran- 
teed imports of commodities. 

Information .Minister 
Jawad Anani, who attended 
the Washington talks, said 
Thursday that the Ginton 
administration “gave a firm 
pledge” that it would consid- 
er cancelling Jordan’s debts 
and help the Kingdom 
"obtain a reduction" in its 
debts to tbe Paris Gub of 
creditor governments. ' 

The steering group of the 
Paris Gub is scheduled to 
meet Monday and Tuesday to 
discuss rescheduling Jordan's 
debts to tbe group, estimated 
at around JD 1.95 billion, 
excluding around JD 880 mil- 
lion in principal and interest 
already rescheduled in pre- 
vious negotiations. 


UNESCO meeting to draw strategies for future 


By Karonza Jadoun 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — In an era of 
social, economic and political 
upheavals, it is essential for 
UNESCO (United Nations 
Educational, Scientific and 
Cultural Organisation) to en- 
courage creative thinking, 
and help member states to 
analyse rapid changes and 
draw necessary strategies that 
meet their own needs, said 
Abdul Raouf Rawabdeh, 
education minister and chair- 
man of tbe Jordan National 
Commission for UNESCO at 
the opening ceremony of tbe 
consultation meeting of the 
Arab National Commissions 
for UNESCO. 

At tbe five-day consulta- 
tion, held at tbe Regency 
Palace Hotel to discuss the 
preparation of the Fourth 
Draft Medium-Term Plan for 
1996-2001 and Draft Prog- 
ramme and Budget for 1996- 
1997, Mr. Rawabdeh hailed 
“UNESCO Director-General 
(Federico Mayor’s) initiative 
for consultation and direct 
dialogue between member 
states, particularly die intel- 
lectual communities, on the . 
brief working document to be. 
discussed during the present 
meeting,- ”:'- • 

Mr. Rawabdeh mentioned 
Jordan’s advances in promot- 
ing human rights, democracy 
and intellectual, political and 
organisational pluralism 
winch, he said, “makes Jor- 
dan one of the countries that 
is sincere in its call for a just 
and comprehensive peace 
and respect for human 
rights.” 

In a brief address, UN- 
ESCO Deputy Director 
General and Assistant Direc- 
tor General for Science and 


Technology Adnan Badran 
pointed to tbe emergence of a 
new world order saying, 
“(i)t's role is exceeding ter- 
minating wars to guaran- 
teeing freedom and prosper- 
ity of peoples and individuals 
as well as emphasising inte- 
grated development, demo- 
cracy, intellectual plural- 
ism. . . particularly in develop- 
ing countries, a considerable 
number of which are living 
under the poverty line as a 
result . of undemocratic 
acts..;” 

Dr. Badran stressed that 
tiie consultation meeting is 
important in order to draw up 
UNESCO strategies such as 
tbe six-year Draft Medium- 
Plan with which the world 
will enter the 2 1st centiny. 

“You are convening today 
to decide UNESCO's new 
policies for the 21st century," 
be said. 

Dr. Badran emphasised 
tire important fields that con- 
cern UNESCO such as a 
radical r eform of educational 
systems, promotion of baric 
education for all to minimise 
illiteracy, reform of educa- 
tional content and curricula 
to concentrate on democracy, 
understanding, love and 
peace between peoples, 
radical transformation and 
defonnalisation of higher 
- education and research, par- 
ticularly in the developing 
countries and strengthening 
of the contribution of science 
to human development. 

The working document of 
the meeting, presented by 
Albert Sasson, assistant 
director-general of tbe 
Bureau of Studies, Program- 
ming and Evaluation, was, 
according to Mr. Sasson, de- 
signed to be thought- 
provoldng and not a plan or a 




Adolescent arrested in 
killing of 12-year-old 


By Rana Hussehri 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — An 11-year- 
old youth Friday was 
arrested by police for kill- 
ing a 12-year-old boy dur- 
ing a soccer game in one of 
Amman's suburbs, a police 
report said. 

According to the report, 
Imad S. confessed to killing 
Sultan S. following an argu- 
ment which ended with the 
adolescents throwing 
stones at each other. 

In bis testimony to 
police, Imad said he was 
playing soccer with his 
friends and during the 
match be and Sultan 
started arguing. He said 
Sultan cursed and 
threatened him. He said 
Sultan picked up a stone 
and threw it toward him 
but missed. In return Imad 
picked np a stone and 
threw it at Sultan striking 
him in the leg. Imad said he 
lacked another stone and 
threw it at Sultan hitting • 
him tins time in tbe abdo- 
men, but he did not intend 
to kill Urn. 

Sultan was rushed to Al 
Bashir Hospital where he 


was declared dead on arriv- 
al. The attending doctor' 
attributed his death to in- 
ternal bleeding. 

Police said they have de- 
tained the youth until 
further investigation into 4 
the case. 

Road accident' 
kOls two people 

Two people were killed 


and three injured, one criti- 
cally Friday in a road acci- 
dent in Al RashkBeh area 
near Al Quoren town, a 
CDD report said. 

According to the report, 
Khawla S.Z. (35) and her 
four-year-old son Ihab died 
instantly when the car they 
were riding collided with 
two trailers. 

A police official told the 
Jordan Times that tire fami- 
ly was on its way to Aqaba. 
The driver of the car, 
Mohammad S.Z., was 
speeding and was preparing 
to overtake two trailers 
when he lost control of the 
vehicle and hit tbe first 
trailer. The impact then 
pushed the car under tire 
second trailer; tire car was 
dragged for more than 30 
metres. 

The family of five was 
rushed to Princess Haya Al 
Hussein Military Hospital 
where two were declared 
dead on arrival. The father 
(42) was listed in critical 
condition. 

In a separate incident 41 
people were injured, in- 
cluding 8 people listed in 
critical condition early Sun- 
day morning in a road acci- 
dent on the M&fraq- 
Khalidyeh road, police and 
Civil Defence Department 
(CDD) reports said. 

A police official told the 
Jordan Times that the acci- 
dent occurred when a trail- ’ 
er driver foiled to stop at a 
stop sign and struck a bus 
coming from another direc- 
tion. 
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Minister of Abdul Raouf Rawabdeh (centre) Saturday opens the UNESCO 

coasaltatioa of Arab National Commissions (Petra photo) 


table of contents. 

“We need to bear their 
(member states') voces as 
dearly as posable. UNESCO 
is nearly 50-years-okl so we 
need a kind of re-foundation 
of the whole U.N. system 
including UNESCO,” Mr. 
Sasson told tbe Jordan 
Times. 

“We are here to have 
answers to important ques- 
tions such as: What is tbe role 
of UNESCO? What are its 
objectives? Then what are 
tbe concrete modalities to im- 
plement these goals? What 
are our priorities?” according 
to Mr. Sasson. - 

Anther issue, he said, is 
identifying UNESCO's part- 
ners or const i t u encies. 


He explained that civil 
societies are taking over an 
integral part of state affairs 
and therefore UNESCO is 
seeking a solution to the 
problem of interdfaripfinary 
involvement and inter- 
related issues. 

Mr. Sasson added that UN- 
ESCO is tire only U.N. orga- 
nisation that has National 
Commissions (NCTs) to deal 
with UNESCO’s large man- 
date which encompasses 
education, culture, science, 
information, communication, 
etev 

He said these NCs are 
necessary to represent . the 
or ganisati on and thus facili- 
tate the decentralisation of 
activities away from tbe orga- 


nisation's Paris headquarters. 

The meeting is one of ten 
held by UNESCO at tire sub- 
regjonal, regional and inter- 
regjoual levels. 

Recommendations made at 
those meetings will be sub- 
mitted to the organisation’s 
executive board at its 145th 
session in October 1994. 

At the beginning of the 
meeting, Mohammad Ham- 
dan, president of Zarqa Uni- 
versity and head of tire Jorda- 
nian delegation to the meet- 
ing, was elected as chairman 
of meeting. 

The representatives of the 
Lebanon National Commis- 
sion and the Yemen National 
Commission were elected as 
rapporteurs. 


THE IORDAN1AN-AMER1CAN COMMISSION 
FOR EDUCATIONAL EXCHANGE (FULBR1GHT) 

The newly-established binational Fulbright Commission in Jordan 
invites outstanding applications from Jordanian citizens for the 
following positions with the minimum requirements described 
below: 


PROGRAM OFFICER 

-Advanced degree (preferred specialisations: Edupation, 
Public Admin, Business Admin, Journalism or Marketing). 

- U.S.-educated 

- Bi-lingual (Arabic-English) 

- Excellent oral and written communication skills. 

- Familiarity with the Jordanian and U.S. educational systems. 

- Familiarity with computers and word processing programs 
(e.g WordPerfect) and some experience in desktop pub- 
lishing. 

- Experience managing funds for programs/projects 

- A self-starter, interpersonal skills and creativity is a plus. 


ACCOUNTANT 

- University graduate/B.A. (preferred fields of study: Account- 
ing, Banking and Finance, or Financial Management). 

-Previous experience preparing and managing budgets 

-Proven proficiency in English. 

-Computer skills and excellent familiarity with financial 
software programs (e.g. Lotus and Excel) with ability to 
develop computer applications. 

- Previous experience with non-profit organisations 

- Highest integrity 

- Initiative, efficiency and interpersonal skills expected. 


ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT/RECEPTIONIST 

- Bi-lingual 

-Strong clerical and organisational skills a must. 
-Proficient in use of computers and word processing soft- 
ware programs (both English & Arabic) 

- 7 years corporate experience in a similar position 

- Knowledge of contracting procedures. 

- Public relations aptitude. 


Three references are requested. Candidates fulfilling the above 
requirements should submit their CV with a cover letter NO LATER 
THAN 30 JUNE 1994 to the: 


Eiecutto Dfredor 
Folbrigtit Comfmssiffl 
C/0 American Embassy (USiS) 
PXXBox 354 


or 


Execdhe Director 
Rdbright Commission 
American Embassy (USiS) 
Abdoun 
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In Jordan’s best interest 


WHEN Jordan agreed to join the Madrid 


peace conference less than three years ago, it 
did so oat of its belief that negotiations were 
the best, if not the only, mechanism for 
finding an acceptable solution to the Arab- 
lsraeli conflict. Jordan believed then, as it 
does now, that coordination among the Arab 
parties to the talks is a necessity without 
which the Arabs will be in a weak bargaining 
position against Israel, thus the Kingdom 
urged coordination and pronounced extra 
lond that the objective of the peace process 
shoold be a comprehensive solution to the 
Arab-lsraeli conflict. 

Three years and much rhetoric after Mad- 
rid, however, it has become dear that Arab 
coordination is nothing more thaw a demand 
for some and only empty slogans for others. 
Jordan worked hard to redress this situation, 
especially with the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation. Bat its efforts Called to pro- 
dace tiie desired results. It was time Jordan 
took precautions to make sore its interests 
were not overlooked, its role not marginal, 
feed and, therefore, it moved ahead with its 
talks with Israel. 

Now some antagonists would want to 
portray these prospects for serious move- 
ment on the Jordanian-Israeli track as a 
deviation from the Kingdom’s commitment 
to a comprehensive peace. This is of course 
absurd. It is a position that defies reality and 
ah argument that falls to pieces when faced 
by the words and deeds of the country ever 
since, and before, the peace talks started. 

The talks that Jordan will hold with Israel 
next month are governed by the agenda 
which Jordan signed with Israel in Septem- 
ber last year, after the PLO and Israel signed 
their own declaration of principles. Nobody 
objected to the agenda then, nobody should 
object to the coming talks now. The objective 
of tiie agenda is to reach a peace treaty 
within the framework of a comprehensive 
solutions to the Arab-lsraeli conflict. The 
purpose of the coming talks is to find 
solutions to the problems that Jordan win not 
sign a peace treaty before resolving. 

It is natural, therefore, that the Kingdom 
negotiates these problems with Israel so that 
when the time comes for discussing a com- 
prehensive peace in the region Jordan win 
not find itself lagging behind others who, too, 
have been discussing problems of bilateral 
dimensions on their tracks. 

By speeding up its negotiations with Israel, 
without compro mising the principles that 
have guided its talks with Israel so far, 
Jordan win be taking important steps to 
protect its national interests. But it wffl also 
be contributing towards a comprehensive 
solution to the Arab-lsraeli conflict, which 
cannot be attained unless all parties solve 
their bilateral differences with Israel. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


AL RA*I Arabic daily Saturday hailed the outcome of His 
Majesty King Hussein's visit to the United States, saying 
that the visit has laid the ground for enhancing Jordanian- 
American ties m all respects. Thanks to the King’s efforts, 
Jordan is now expected to receive economic help not only 


from the United States but also from the Paris Club in the 
form of redaction of the volume of its external debts and in 
the rescheduling of the remaining debts to foreign countries 
including the United States itself, said the daily. With 
respect to the other topics discussed by the King and the 
U.S. administration, the paper said that the visit offered a 
good chance for presenting Jordan's case with regard to the 
usurped Jordanian lands and water. At both the political 
and economic levels, the U.S. administration has displayed 
a great measure of understanding of the Kingdom’s needs, 
said the daily. By all standards and measures, said the 
paper, the Bang’s visit can be described as most successful 
and beneficial for his country and people. 


A COLUMNIST in AJ Dustour Saturday drew attention to 
the need for the government to adopt very drastic measures 
against those wasting water or consuming excessive 
amounts for no good cause. Taber A1 Adwan said that it 
has been confirmed by experts that the Kingdom was 
bound to face a drought due to the limited availability of 
water resources and the huge and growing demand for 
water supplies for agriculture, domestic use and industry. 
The coining 10 years are cradal for Jordan and most 
countries of the Middle East as they are bound to face a 
serious water problem that could lead to hostilities, said the 
writer. He said that it is no secret to say that the water issue 
is bound to replace the Middle East question and that it is 
important to take some action now to deal with the looming 
danger. The writer said that the concerned authorities 
should imprison those who wash their cars using hoses or 
those consuming excessive water amounts for swimming 
pools and those who drill artesian wqlls without permission. 


Sunday’s Economic Pulse 


By Dr. Fabed A1 Fanek 


27 years of open bridges 


The political, social and economic final results of an 
open-bridge policy applied over 27 yean of Israeli occupa- 
tion of the West Bank are varied. However, no one can deny 
the obvious fact that this policy facilitated the gradual 
transfer of Palestinian population, to the detriment of tiie 
Palestinian cause, to the extent that you may now find more 
Palestinian Jerusalemites in Araman-Zarqa area than in East 
Jerusalem itself. Currently, the number of Palestinians in 
Jerusalem is estimated at 150,000, almost tiie same, if not 
less, that of Israeli settlers. Demographically, the Judaisa- 
tion of the Arab city is complete. 

While the Arab population of Jerusalem was gradually 
declining due to migration, the population of the Gaza Strip 
more than doubled. Gaza became a human fortress- and, 
from an Israeli point of view, a hopeless case as far as 
occupation is concerned. 

It was natural under the circumstances that the leaders of 
Israel, even under the Likud, would flirt with the idea of 
n trilateral withdrawal from Gaza. Israel was very dose to 
leaving Gaza unconditionally when the Oslo breakthrough 
gave the Israelis substantial gains for doing what they would 
have liked to do anyway. 

So much for the demographic dimension of the open- 
bridge policy applicable to the West Bank as a side-effect. 
What about the economic dimension? 

The bridges were opened by a decision taken by Moshe 
Dayan m 1967, which Jordan allowed by inaction and 
default. The rules of the traffic across the bridges were set by 
Israel and tolerated by Jordan. Goods were allowed to move 
eastwards and prevented from moving westwards. People 


were encouraged to cross tiie bridges eastwards but every 
trick was used to deprive them from returning. Israel 
collected hefty fees for crossing the bridges in both direc- 
tions. 

The cumulative surplus Israel was able to make in its 
balance of trade with the West Bank over 27 years reached 
$7 billion, while Jordan made a deficit in its balance of trade 
with the occupied territories to the tune of $2 billion. 

Thus, Jordan unintentionally financed 30 per cent of the 
Israeli trade surpluses with the West Bank through increas-. 
ing the capacity of the Palestinian market to absorb more 
Israeli commodities. 

This unquieting fact is not in line with the spirit of Arab 
economic boycott to Israel. There is practically no difference 
whether we import S2 billion worth of Israeli commodities 
directly, or enable a third party to import a similar amount of 
Israeli products. The benefits accruing to Israel are the same 
in both situations. Jordan’s good intentions to support the 
Palestinian people under occupation and alleviate their 
suffering do not change this reality. 

The policy of open bridges, and the acceptance of directed, 
movement of goods over the bridges did not only help the' 
Israeli balance of payments, it also caused hundreds of 
millions of Jordanian dinars to accumulate fa the West Bank, 
there being the price paid for Palestinian shipments of 
vegetables, fruits and industrial products. Jordanian money 
amassed in the West Bank is estimated to range between 150 
to 300 million dinars. Deposits in Jordanian banks in favour 
of West Bank residents could be double or triple that much. 
No attempt to calculate the amount has ever been under- 


taken. 


As usual, Jordan accepted these sacrifices at 
of its own national interest, without economy agr^^_ 
and tough negotiations with PLO. Instead of the PP_ _ 
tion of these economic sacrifices and demography » 

which Jordan is entitled to expect, the stock of ^ 

West Bank became a potential weapon which can ne useu 
against Jordan. The demographic structure on tne 
hand, became a weak point which we try to cove p oy 
empty slogans of Rational unity. 

The. lesson is that Jordan should protect its own national 
interest first. Jordan should open a new chapter of sound ana 
healthy relations with the newly-born Palestinian ent, ty- 
bridges should not be dosed — it is too late wring 
advisable to do it now— but the movement of people sbouia 
be strictly regulated and the freedom of our exports to tn 
West Bank should not be restricted, otherwise we snouid 
have our own restrictions. Unfortunately, the Ministry or 
Interior moved in the opposite direction. 


It is strange that so far the Jordanian government is too shy 
to set a passport point and a customs centre at the Midges. Jin 
fact, the Bow of goods across the bridges eastwards and the 
flow of funds westwards are not accounted for in our national 
accounts. The published satisfies of the Jordanian balance ot 
trade, balance of payments and other national accounts is 
grossly misleading, because millions of dinars are not 
accounted for. Even after the official disengagement from 
the West Bank, in July 1988, Jordan did not consider the 
bridges as border points. 



From GJEL Jansen 
In central Italy 


EVEN in this little village, 
tucked away in the hills 
above Lake Trasinrino (on 
the shores of which the 
Phoenician invader Hambal 
inflicted on the Roman 
Empire one of the most deci- 
sive defeats in the aimak of 
war) the talk is all of the 
emergence, or rather re- 
emergence of the neo-fascists 
on the Italian political scene. 

Because, thanks to the new 
Italian prime minister, Sylvio 
Berlusconi, the fascists for 
tiie first time since World 
War II, are back in govern- 
ment in Rome, thanks, too, 
to the votes of the Italian 
people in a free and fair 
general election; a preference 
which was repeated in tiie 
elections for the European 
parliament two weeks ago. 

Outsiders, particularly Ita- 
ly’s European neighbours, 
wonder how the Italian peo- 
ple could vote for the fascists 
who, under Benito Mussoli- 
ni, led Italy to defeat mid 
humiliation in World War n, 
a war that the Italian people 
did not want to have any part 


Italy’s neofascists keep everyone guessing 


of? The answer to that ques- 
tion is that the neo-fascists, 
now bearing the innocuous 
name, the “Italian Social 
Movement," (MSI) filled a 


overtaking the criminal net- 
work of tiie mafia. 


Mr. Berlusconi’s own party is 
called “FoTza” Italia. 


the Italy’s traditional 
ruling parties: the Christian 

Democrats and the Socialists, 
both overwhelmed by the 
sheer weight of their corrnp- 
tion in accepti n g massive 
bribes from big business: tiie 
right-wing Christian Demo- 
crats and tiie ‘leftist" Social- 
ists had an unspoken alliance 
on pillag in g die Italian state. 


And yet the reason for the 
fascist reemergence can be 
said to be the baric healthi- 
ness of the Italian body poli- 
tic which has extruded, 
spewed forth, the corruption 
erf the old parties that had 
governed the country for 50 
years. The purge bias even 
affected somebody like Julio 
Andreotti, seven-time Italian 
prime minister and with a 
reputation of near saintliness. 
The same sort of extruskm is 


And the neo-fascist MSI 
found it easier to fill that gap 
because it was a part of the 
centre-right coalition, called 
the National Affiance, put 
together by Berlusconi with 
the two other partners being 
his own Fcnza Italia, ideolo- 
gically colourless but essen- 
tially the party of big busi- 
ness, and the Northern 
League, which would, some- 
time, in the future, like to see 
Italy broken into three auton- 
omous areas of the north, 
south and centre. Thus, the 
neo-fascists were well 
camouflaged. 

Since this coalition was put 
together before tiie election 
the Italian electorate knew 
that a vote for the National 
Affiance was a vote for the 
neo-fasdsts; and yet it won 
votes, suggesting that there 
must be a strong tendency 
towards authoritarianism in 
the Italian political psyche; it 
is surely no coincidence font 


After much bargaining the 
MSI was given one of the two 
deputy premierships, but 
none of the key ministries. 
Furthe r m ore, because of the 
alarm expressed both outside 
and inside Italy at the re- 
emergence of the fascists, no 
supporter of Mussolini old 
enough to have taken part in 
World War n was given a 
cabinet position. 


One of MSTs leading fi- 
gures has said that the fascists 
did do many good things for- 
Italy; that Benito and his men 
have been “forgotten"; that 
Benito was one of the 
greatest politicians of the 
20th century; that there was 
nothing wrong with the fas- 
cist regime until, under press- 
ure from its ally Nazi Ger- 
many, it passed anti-Semitic 
laws which were, however, 
applied in a very lax, typically 
Italian, fashion. 

Thus, the neo-fascists keep 
the Italian people, and tiie 


rest of Europe, guessing. 

Because the two older par- 
ties were, pubfidy, ridded 
with conuption it was virtual- 
ly impossible for politically 
decent voters to support 
them, so that, in a sense, the 
other parties including the 
MSI, gained support by de- 
fault. As the old saying has it, 
“AH that is necessary for bad 
men to win is that good men 
should do nothing — or for 
one time good men to be- 
come bad.” 


The neo-fascists gained by 
default in another way: Be- 
cause they were deliberately 
excluded from power for 50 
years they were, perforce, 
uncorrupted because they 
could not get their hands on 
the spoils of office which was 
the undoing of the other par- 
ties in power. 

AJarm over the rise of neo- 
fascism in Italy was enhanced 
tty the fact that it seemed to 
be echoed by the rise of 
neo-Nazism in Germany, but 
in fact the two cases are quite 


different. There is no politic- 
al vacuum in Germany where 
the political parties are 
strong, respectable and re- 
spected. 

Two dangers face liberal 
democracy in Italy: One is 
that the fascists, given respec- 
tabifity, will gain in power. 
But at the moment there 
seems little danger of this 
happening because the ex- 
pectation is that the present 
disparate coalition is not 
going to last very long, mid 
that on its collapse a new and 
almost certainly very diffe- 
rent coalition will have to be 
formed which would exclude 
the MSI but perhaps include 
me Co mm u nist s, now caiHtia 
tattles the Democrat 
Party of the Left, and a very 
Afferent kettle of fish after 
the collapse of the Soviet 
Union. 

The other danger is the 
splitting up of Italy, as advo- 
cated bv the Northern 
League. This is a possibility 
art not a probability because 
Italian unity is now too deep- 
ly r0 2 ed ‘ There may, howev^ 
w, tie some devolution of 
power away from Rome and 
towards the 


Commission could heal, or reopen, old wounds 


By Anton Ferreira 
Reuter 


JOHANNESBURG — 
South Africa's new black- 
led government is por- 
traying its proposed "truth 
co mmission " as a way of heal- 
ing the wounds of apar- 
theid, but critics say it could 
rub salt into them. 

In announcing the com- 
mission early m June, Jus- 
tice Minister Dullah Omar 
said reconciliation deman- 
ded the disclosure of human 
rights abuses including mur- 
der and torture during near- 
ly five decades of apartheid. 

But opponents of the 
idea, including present 


Police Commissioner 
General Johan Van Der 
Merwe, argued that all 
sides were guilty of atroci- 
ties in South Africa’s “dirty 
war" and tiie past should not 
be raked up now. 

Mr. Van Der Merwe said 
senior members of the rul- 
ing African National Con- 
gress (ANC) could be 
embarrassed by revelations 
from the apartheid era. 

According to the potice, 
about 150 people, many of 
them civilians, were lolled 
in the 14 years up to 1990 by 
ANC guerrillas. 

The ANC has also been 
accused of torturing and 


killing its own memberc in 
prison camps in Angola and 
other African countries 
during its years in exile. 

On the other side of the 
war, human rights monitors 
say security forces detained 
without trial and tortured 
tens of thousands of people, 
including children, and kil- 
led hundreds of real or sus- 
pected anti-apartheid activ- 
ists. 


said the commission would 
be a propaganda exercise 
by the ANC. “If the details 
(of past abuses) become 
public, this will further 
hatred, not reconciliation,’’ 
he said. 


White right-wing leaders 
have been unanimous in 
opposing the truth commis- 
sion. 

Constand Viljoen, head 
of the Freedom Front right- 
wing group in parliament, 


But Frank Chikane, 
general secretary of the 
South African Council of 
Churches and himself a vic- 
tim of police torture during 
the apartheid years, said 
voluntary disclosure by the 
guilty was the only way to 
heal South Africa. 

“There's the type of pain 
you cannot heal without 
confession or declaration,” 
he told a recent seminar on 


reconciliation. 

“People feel they can for- 
give because that person 
who tortured them now 
understands that what he 
did was wrong.” 

In debating how a truth 
commission should operate. 
South African analysts have 
cited similar inquiries m 
Latin America where 
democratic governments re- 
placed military dicta- 
torships. 

Hermann Giliomee, a 
political scientist at the Uni- 
versity of Cape Town, said 
the success of the Chilean 
commission was due to its 
political balance between 


left and right, a balance that 
he said was unlikely 

“In South Africa... pnm- 
onents of a commission 
appear to have a highly 
partisan context in which 
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French emotion, power 
politics behind Rwanda move 


Russia, West head for new deal, but can they make it? 


By Nelson Graves 
Reuter 

PARIS — France's expedi- 
tion to Rwanda may be 
aimed at saving civilian 
lives but it is also tinged 
with power politics and 
Paris’ long legacy of colo- 
nial influence in French- 
speaking Africa. 

France first raised the 
possibility of leading an 
outside intervention force 
on June 11 — more than 
two months after the start 
of bloodletting which has 
claimed an estimated, 
500,000 lives in Rwanda. 

Paris has justified the 
long delay by saying it only 
became clear over time that 
U.N. forces would be un- 
able to step in to stop the 
carnage for another few 
weeks at the earliest. 

“It’s no longer time to 
stand by with arms crossed 
and deplore the massacres, 
but to take steps,” said 
Foreign Minister Alain Jup- 
pe who, with President 
Francois Mitterrand, has 
led the drive to send French 
troops. 

But the tardiness of the 
mission has stirred deep 
suspicion about France's 
motives. 

The rebel Rwanda Pat- 
riotic Front (RPF) has ac- 
cused Paris of “cynical and 
Machiavellian interven- 
tion” to check their 
accelerating advance 
against Hutu-dominated 
government forces, which 
between 1990 and 1993 
were armed and trained by 
France. 

“The tragedy that we are 
suffering stems from all the 
deals and manoeuvres by 
France aimed at keeping in 
power the party of presi- 
dent (Juvenal) Habyarima- 
na,” RPF head Alexis 
Kanyarengwe said, refer- 
ring to the Rwandan leader 
killed in April. 

Amnesty International 
(AI) has urged France to 
probe charges one of its 
military units trained 
Rwandan death squads. 

“France has always inter- 
vened to lend a strong hand 
to leaders whom their peo- 
ple do not want at the head 
of their country,” the Asso- 
ciation of African Nationals 
in France said. 

Some Western diplomats 
suspect France cyclically 
wants to take advantage of 
the withdrawal of Rwanda’s 
former colonial ruler, Bel- 
gium, to increase its influ- 
ence in the region. 

France’s trae motivation 
appears to mix outrage in 
the face of genocide with a 
desire to defend its credibil- 
ity as a major power in 
Francophone Africa, 
according to officials and 
experts. 

Historian Jean-Pierre 
Chretien, an expert on cen- 
tral Africa, said guilt was a 
paramount factor. 

“It's a question of clear- 
ing our conscience,” ' he 
said, noting France's long- 
time support for the Hutu- 
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A legionnaire of the 2nd Foreqpi Infantr y Rgginimt 
loads his luggage on a vehicle prior to boarding an 
Andropov 125 transport plane for Zaire, June 23, at 
the Istres air base in southeastern France. The soldier 
is due to take part in “Operation Turquoise,” the 
French mercy mission to Rwanda (AFP photo) 


led government accused of 
turning a blind eye to the 
massacres. 

Public indignation at the 
killings took time to build 
up. The massacres were not 
qualified by the govern- 
ment as “genocide” until 
May, which lent new in- 
tensity to media coverage. 

The emotional trigger 
was news on June 11 that 
Hutu extremists bad kid- 
napped 170 mainly Tutsi 
tribe members being shel- 
tered by two European 
■priests who said the cap- 
tives, most of them chil- 
dren, had all been butch- 
ered. 

The slaughter came two 
days after Rwandan rebels 
murdered the Archbishop 
of Kigali and 12 other 
clergymen. The killing of 
orphans and clergymen — 
two emotion-charged sym- 
bols — touched a special 
chord within the French 
government, officials said. 

In the absence of U.N. 
intervention, France stood 
out as the top candidate to 
lead an expeditionary force. 

It is a member of the 
U.N. Security Council, has 
long experience in Africa 
and, with troops spread 
throughout the continent, 
was able to dispatch 
thousands of soldiers to the 
region in a matter of hours. 

Mr. Chretien said many 
French officials, particular- 
ly African experts sur- 
rounding Mr. Miterrand, 


remain obsessed with pro- 
tecting Paris’ interests in : 
Francophone Africa. 

Rwanda holds a special 
position because it is on the 
cusp between French - and 
English-speaking parts of 
Africa, with neighbours 
Uganda and Tanzania as 
former British colonies, and 
Burundi and Zaire as part 
of Belgium’s former over- 
seas empire. 

“The government made 
this decision... because of 
its old and lively ties of 
solidarity with Africa,” 
Prime Minister Edouard 
Balladur said. 

France’s push to protect 
its doat has an economic 
component. While there is 
little at stake in Rwanda, 
Zaire — where the French 
force is based — -is rich in 
mineral resources. 

Some French officials be- 
lieve the need to maintain 
strong ties in central Africa 
has been heightened by 
South Africa’s emergence 
from apartheid ana the 
prospect that it will one day 
extend its economic influ- 
ence to the region, Mr. 
Chretien said. 

To top off French mo- 
tives, Mr. Mitterrand is 
widely said to want to avoid 
leaving office next year with 
the stain of haring stood by 
silently in the face of geno- 
cide in Rwanda. 

“The president is think- 
ing of history,” an official 
told the daily Le Figaro. 


By Nicholas Doughty 
Reuter 

BRUSSELS — Russia and 
the West, emerging from a 
distinctly rough patch in 
their post-cold war rela- 
tions, seem on course for a 
new arrangement that will 
bind them in a web of poli- 
tical. economic and military 
relations. 

The question now is 
whether both sides can fulfil 
the hopes they have raised 
and keep the promises they 
have made. 

Russia needs the riches 
and technical skills of the 
West to meet the enormous 
challenges of transforming 
its shattered economy, as 
well as political ties to 
maintain security. 

But the West needs Rus- 
sia just as much. Without a 
stable Russia, there is little 
chance of real stability in 
Europe. 

Those mutual needs were 
underlined on Wednesday 
when Russia and NATO 
pledged a new era of wide- 
ranging military and politic- 
al cooperation and Moscow 
signalled it no longer 
opposed Eastern European 
states joining the alliance. 

The landmark deal be- 
tween the former enemies 
drew a line under recent 
disputes on issues ranging 
from Bosnia to arms control 
and ended bitter complaints 
from Moscow that the 
alliance was ignoring its 
concerns and status as a 
major power. 

But it was not the only 
sign that, on the surface at 
least, things are getting bet- 
ter between the West and 
Russia. 

Russian Foreign Minister 
Andrei Kozyrev and U.S. 
Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher announced in 
Brussels their two countries 
would hold a summit meet- 
ing in September and 
moved closer to agreement 
on bow to deal with such 
problems as Bosnia and 
North Korea. 

The 12-nation European 
Union cleared a deal on 



a Faragpi Minister Andrei Kozyrev (R) stakes 
with U.S. Secre tar y of State Warren Cfarist- 
(C) while Depnty Foreign Muter 


Vitaly Chmrfriri (L) watches the scene prior to the 
ripihg of NATO’s peace programme of nuHtary 
cooperation at headquarters in Brussels Jane 22 (AFP 
photo) 


Wednesday to boost politic- 
al, economic and trade ties 
with Russia. That agree- 
ment will be signed this 
week by President Boris 
Yeltsin at an EU summit on 
the Greek island of Corfu. 

Mr. Yeltsin will also 
attend a summit of the 
world’s richest nations — 
the Group of Seven (G7) in 
Italy next month, the first 
time Moscow has been in- 
vited to such a gathering for 
political consultations. 

- “By widening the reach 
of the great post-war secur- 
ity and economic institu- 
tions, we can help ensure 
that war, poverty and 


oppression never again en- 
gulf this continent,** Mr. 
Christopher said on 
Wednesday in Brussels. 

But the problems ahead 
could prove formidable. 

Russia's government, 
under heavy p r e ssur e from 
hardliners scep ti cal of the 
West’s in te n tion s , is strug- 
gling tO posh ftirnwgh eco- 
nomic re for m s and facing a. 
wav e of or ganise d crime. 

As a result, the West is 
unwilling to pump large 
amounts of fresh cash into 
the Russian economy or 
admit it to full membership 
of organisations such as the 
G7 or NATO. 


Moreover, Russia’s view 
of how security should 
evolve in Europe is still 
fundamentally different 
from the West’s vision. 
Moscow wants a bigger role 
for the Conference on 
Security and Cooperation 
m Europe (CSCE), which 
group s more than 50 na- 
tions. 

“It would be totally un- 
realistic to expect there will 
be no difficulties, no prob- 
lems on the road,” Mr. 
Kozyrev said. 

While be said Moscow 
conld now accept that 
NATO wfll fat* in Eastern 
European states, Mr . Koyz- 


rcv warned the alliance not 
to move hastily. NATO 
officials still remember 
similar comments made by 
Mr. Yeltsin last year, after 
which he abruptly changed 
his mind. 

“The Russian position 
could change again. No one 
really knows.” said one 
alliance official. 

This will partly depend 
on how far the West makes 
good on its promises that it 
will not isolate Russia. As 
Eastern European states 
queue up to join NATO 
and the European Union, 
Moscow fears that it could 
be left out. 


Dehaene’s stealth candidacy shot down by Britain 


By. Jeremy Gaunt 

Reuter 

CORFU, Greece — Jean- 
Luc Dehaeoe, blocked by 
Britain as the next Euro- 
pean Commission (EC) 
president, is a blunt- 
speaking wheeler-dealer 
whose “stealth” candidacy 
for the European Union 
(EU)’s top job caused ill- 
feeling far beyond London. 

His name was floated 
early this year through, 
nerwspaper leaks and pri- 
vate whispers by France 
and Germany, the two 
powerhouses of the Euro- 
pean Union, which were 
uneasy with the prospect of 
Dutch Prime Minister 
Ruud Lubbers taking the 
post. 

Mr. Dehaenc, 53, re- 
mained micharacteristicaUy 
sflent, refusing even to con- 
firm that he was running in 


the race . until one week 
before the Corfu at 

whch the decision was to be 
taken. 

That stubborn sfleaoe — 
and the feeling among 
some member states that 
they were being railroaded 
by their two big brothers — 
caused resentment which 
crystallised in a British veto 
cm Saturday. 

In the run-up to the sum- 
mit, Mr. Dehaeoe was por- 
trayed in the British press 
as a radical federalist bent 
on pursuing European in- 
tegration and concentrating 
ever-greater power in the 
hands of the EU executive 
in Brussels. 

In fact, his views on 
Europe are unexceptional. 

Like most Belgians — 
and many continental 
Europeans — be is a fer- 
vent believer in political 
union as a way of prevent- 


ing future wars b e twe en 
Europe’s great powers. For 
hem, 50 years of peace after 
three great wars in less than 
a century vindicates that 
doctrine. 

And Mr. Dehaene’s 
track record at the head of 
the Belgian government 
shows that he is no lover of 
centralised power. 

He presided over the 
country’s decentralisation 
into Iniguistfo regions and is 
accordingly well tunned to 
the ideal erf devolving pow- 
er. 

Mr. Dehaeoe woo high 
marks dining Belgium’s 
stint in the second half of 
last year as EU president. 
He oversaw the entry into 
force of the controversial 
Maastricht Treaty, bro- 
kered a deal sharing out 
toe sites of EU institutions 
and secured endorsement 
of a white paper on growth 


and competitor ity . 

Portly and occasionally 
coarse, Mr. Dehaeoe is as 
different in style from Jac- 
ques Defers, the philo- 
sopher king who has 
served in Brussels for the 
past 10 years, as chalk from 
cheese. 

But appearances are dc- 


Known in Belgium as the 
“minesweeper” for his abil- 
ity to dear away explosive 
issue, Mr. Dehaeoe has 
shown political skill and a 
keen sense of compromise 
in hokfing together fragile 
Belgian coalitions. 

IBs skills as a head- 
knocking deal-maker have 
seen his government 
through recession, the fust 
general strike in half a cen- 
tury, a spate of corruption 
scandals, and widely un- 
popular spending cuts and 
tax hikes. 


To emerge relatively un- 
scathed from this in a coun- 
try that has die added com- 
plications of three official 
languages, 13 parliamen- 
tary parties and. under Bel- 
gium's federalist system, 
four semi-autonomous re- 
gional governments, is no 
mean feat. 

Passionate about football 
and classical music, Mr. 
Defaaene is often seen 
cheering on his favourite 
soccer dub in Bruges. A 
week ago, he was guest 
commentator on Belgian 
television during Belgium’s 
World Cup match agaisnt 
Morocco. 

Born on August 7, 1940, 
in Montpellier, France, 
where his family fled dur- 
ing World n, Mr. Dehaenc 
studied law and economics 
at Namur University. ARo- 
man Catholic, be is married 
with four children. 


Britain’s police seek better protection against criminals 


By Sean Maguire 

B I RMIN CjHAM , England 
— Faced with a growing 
prospect of being stabbed, 
shot or hit with a blunt 
instrument. Britain’s "bob- 
bies” on the beat are shop- 
ping for protection. 

Armour plated vests, 
knife resistant jackets. lon- 
ger batons and immobilis- 
ing sprays are some of the 
items senior police officers 
are being urged to buy to 
protect the traditionally un- 
armed British constable. 

But delays in testing pro- 
tective equipment and res- 
trictions on their use have 
angered rank and file offic- 
ers who believe they are 
facing increasingly violent 
and well-armed criminals 
while not properly equip- 
ped themselves. 

The equipment was on 
prominent display at a re- 
cent international confer- 
ence for European police 
chiefs in this central English 
city with salesman reporting 
strong local interest. 

“Our body armour sales 
are up by 30 per cent,” said 
Anthony Spencer of Aspen 
International Limited, a 
company that describes it- 
self as physical protection 
consultants. 

"The ordinary beat offic- 
er is not getting issued with 
these vests, they are only 
going to firearms teams, so 
individual officers are 
buying their own vests. 
They feel it is cheap life 
insurance — £390 ($590) 
buys you the Rolls-Royce 
of body armour.” said Mr. 


Spencer. 

His competitors agreed 
with his rosy sales forecast 
for the wrap-around upper 
body protectors that come 
in male and female sizes 
and in some cases can be 
hidden beneath a uniform 
shirt. 

“I’ve sold 1,150 sets of 
knife and ballistic resistant 
vests to police forces since 
Christmas,” said Michael 
Sacks of Armourshield Li- 
mited. But he agreed that 
still meant most constables 
went on patrol with only 
their truncheons. 

"Criminals on the street 
are using new weapons and 
it is the ordinary beat offic- 
er who is encountering 
them." said Mr. Sacks. 

Although armed re- 
sponse vehicles patrol the 
streets of Britain's cities, 
with new rules making it 
easier for crews in London 
to use their weapons, 
casualty figures show it is 
ordinary unarmed police- 
men who suffer the major- 
ity of attacks. 

Two police officers have 
been killed in London and 
two seriously injured in the 
last year in shooting and 
stabbing incidents that all 
occurred when no violence 
was expected. 

The 100,000 police offic- 
ers on the streets of Eng- 
land and Wales suffer more 
than 13,000 assaults a year 
according to figures from 
Britain’s Home Office (in- 
terior ministry). 

Some senior officers say 
calls to better protect or 
even arm tuc police ignore 


the fact that the figures 
show the threat to police- 
men is no worse than it has 
been before. 

Recent opinion polls 
have shown neither the 
public nor the police them- 
selves want to end Britain’s 
rare tradition of not 
routinely protecting its beat 
policemen with guns, 
although there was public 
support for the police hav- 
ing some easier access to 
weapons. 

But without guns Bri- 
tain’s cops say they are 
struggling to find ways to 
deter attacks by criminals 
who have less compunction 
m using deadly weapons 
than the police. 

A senior police officer 
has warned of increasing 
numbers of black market 
firearms being smuggled 
into Britain from America 
by crack cocaine dealers. 
He also said that weapons 
were being hired from 
gangsters on a "rental" 
basis and used for killings. 

There have been regular 
discoveries of gun hordes 
belonging to organised cri- 
minals in the northwestern 
city of Liverpool and police 
say they fear weapons easily 
available in eastern Europe 
could soon filter across the 
channel into Britain. 

The Police Federation, 
the organisation represent- 
ing Britain’s policemen, has 
criticised the government 
for not doing enough to 
protea its members from 
what it insists is a growing 
threaT. 

“We expect you to de- 


clare that the days when we 
sent a lone police officer on 
the beat, armed only with a 
Victorian truncheon, have 
gone for good,” Richard 
Coyles, the retiring federa- 
tion chairman tola Home 
Secretary (interior minis- 
ter) Michael Howard in a 
speech. 

But Mr. Howard promised 
only limited help — no pro- 
tective vests offering suffi- 
cient protection and com- 
fortable enough for a day’s 
duty have yet been de- 
veloped, he said, and pep- 
per sprays that can be used 
to immobilise attackers may 
prove carcinogenic. 

In his one concession he 
said that the British “bob- 
by” may soon be equipped 
with the American-style ex- 
tendable side-handled 
baton, meeting one of the 
demands of the federation. 

Previous attempts to re- 
place the old-fashioned 
truncheon with a longer 
baton foundered after tele- 
vision images of the device 
being used by Los Angeles 
police to beat an arrested 
man were aired in Britain. 

Whether the introduction 
of the new baton, which can 
be used with a variety of 
judo-style moves to thwart 
attackers, wfll be enough to 
calm police fears is undear. 

New Police Federation 
Chairman Fred Broughton 
said: “The service is very 
reluctant to go down the 
arming route. Not carrying 
a gun is central to our rela- 
tionship with the public, but 
we are facing a very basic 
issue of health and safety." 



A British, policeman manning a London street (AFP photo 











Economy 


JORDAN TIMES, SUNDAY , JUNE 26, 1994 


Dollar still ill despite central banks’ booster 


LOT DON (R) — Central 
bani s led by the U.S. Federal 
Res rve came to the aid of 
the iollar Friday but the cur- 
rent y got only a brief lift and 
dealers said the authorities 
migi t be fighting a lost cause. 

T ve dollar gained 1.5 yen 
and 1.5 pfennigs on the con- 
cert :d intervention. But by 
the lose of European trade it 
was down to 1.5855 marks 
and 100.45 yen, bade where it 
stai ed before the hefty 
doll r-buying some 17 central 
ban s. 

E ;aler said the lame re- 


spa se by the dollar under- 
line the authorities’ dilem- 


ma. 

“ vTiat are they going to do 
abo t it? these are natural 
mai :et forces here. That’s 
die my it goes,” said Jueigen 
Lin emann, head of foreign 
exc. ange at British Bank 
Stai dard Chartered in Lon- 
don 

“ Generally investment 
flor ; are fa v ourin g Europe 
aga :. One just has to live 
wit] that,” Mr. Lindemann 
saic adding, “I still maintain 
that intervention alone will 
not urn the tide. It requires 
poll y changes.” 


The intervention ended 
days of speculation as to 
when central banks would act 
after the dollar earlier this 
week reached 99.85 yen, its 
lowest level since World War 
H, and a 1994 low of 1.5875 
marks. 

The dollar by the Euro- 
pean dose on Friday was 
even below late Thursday 
levels, when it finished at 
101.10 yen and 1.6010. 

Dealers said the dollar was 
hardly showing a strong 
enough bounce to indicate it 
was off to a healthy recovery. 

“We need to see several 
days’ successful intervention 
to remove that element of 
doubt from the market,” said 
Martin Kay, corporate fore- 
ign exchange adviser at U.S.. 
bank Lehman Brothers in 
London. 

Mark Austin, currency 
economist ax British bank 
Midland Global Markets in 
London, said that as with a 
previous bout of conc er ted 
intervention on May 4, die 
effect of Friday's action was 
likely to be fleeting. 

“Yes it will take the dollar 
higher. But give it a couple 
days to settle down and then 


you’ll find the sellers come 
back,” Mr. Austin said. 

Many central banks eon- 
finned they had intervened. 
U.S. Treasury Secretary 
Lloyd Bentsen said the Un- 
ited States and its partners in 
the Group of Seven (G-7) 
industrialised nations were 
cooperating to support the 
dollar. 

“Our actions today in 
cooperation with our G-7 
partners and other monetary 
authorities reflect a shared 
concern about recent de- 
velopments in financial mar- 
kets,” Mr. Bentsen said. 

Central banks that either 
confirmed or were sighted 
Friday featured those of all 
the G-7 members — the Un- 
ited States, Japan, Germany, 
Canada, France, Italy, the 
United Kingdom — pins Au- 
stria, Belgium, Denmark, 
Greece, Ireland the Nether- 
lands, Norway, Portugal, 
Spain and Switzerland. 

Traders estimated as much 
as 2-3 trillion worth of dol- 
lars had been bought, 
although some doubted it 
totalled that much. In the 
May 4 intervention round, 
about $3-5 billion was reck- 


oned to have been bought. 

Financial analysts said cen- 
tral bank were spitting into 
the wind by buying dollars 
now. . _ 


“The market hasn’t been 
overly impressed with this,” 
said Jeremy Hawkins, senior 
economic adviser at Bank- 
america. “It’s something they 
have been waiting for some 
while and the reaction , this 
time is even less than it was at 
the beginning of May.” 

The central banks must 
change policy in order to turn 
the dollar and that could 
come at the July 8-10 meeting 
of the Group of Seven indust- 
rial nations or possibly be- 
fore, analysts added. 

“We must have something 
much more a g g ressi ve in 
terms of verbal intervention 
coming out of the U.S. adnri- 
mstration, backed up with 
intervention, then policy 
changes,” Mr. Hawkins 


rates if it really wanted to 
prop op the dollar. 

“They should have waited 
tor a strike down and people 
were short and then blasted 
them.” said Tony Noifield, 
treasury adviser at ABN- 
Amro. “There were plenty of 
comments around that the 
market was squaring up in 
case the central banks came 


Analysts said the interven- 
tion on May 4, which was a 
Wednesday, was harder hit- 
ting because the market mid- 
week is more liquid than it is 
on a Friday. 


the battle they are prepared 
to lose,” said Nick Patrons, 
head of treasury advisory 
group at CIBC. “There is no 
surprise in intervention on a 
quiet Friday afternoon.” 

He was of the view that this 
intervention was designed to 
be predictable and Friday’s 
action was simply going 
through the motions. “If tins 
is seen to fail the market wfll 
be tempted into taking some 
huge short dollar positions, at 
which point you could see the 
mother of afl interventions,” 
he said. 
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Analysts said with Japan 
not likely to ease policy and 
Germany not likely to cut 
interest rates aggressively in 
the near-term, it was up to 
the United States to raise 


“You need something in 
context with the interven- 
tion,” said David Cocker, 
e co n omic adviser at Chemic- 
al Bank. “You need a rate 
move or a trade talk break- 
through, or something like 
that to back it up and give 
people a fundamental reason 
to buy.” 

Despite the diatribe 
against the central banks 
from some quarters, others 
were not so sure it was such a 
silly move. 

“Central banks will ulti- 
mately win the war but this is 


Both dollar/mark and 
dollar/yen were back at levels 
seen before the intervention 
at 1_5860 marks and 100.45 
yen. Traders noted the 
underlying bearish tone of 
the market. Last Friday a 
forecast from a U.S. business 
research group that the dollar 
could fell 10 per cent in the 
next 18 months saw it lose 
two pfennigs. 

“This Friday the combined 
efforts of 17 central banks 
had no impact at all,” said 
one trader. “I think that 
shows just how bearish the 
market still is.” 
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VI all Street stocks 


d op sharply on 
ir terest rate worries 


Strong yen bedevils Japan 


NE 7 YORK (R) — Blue- 
shi( stocks posted their big- 
res one-day lass in almost 
mn ; months Friday as a 
fail d attempt by central 
bar s to prop up the dollar 
fne .ed worries that ’ the 
Fee rai Reserve (Fed) may 
ink interest rates to help the 
cur .*ncy. 

1 le Dow Jones industrial 
ave age was off a steep 62.15 
poi ts to dose at 3,636.94, its 
big .est single-day decline 
sin ^ it lost 72.27 points on 
Ma cb 30 of this year. 

The Dow’s loss for the 
we* \ of 139.84 points was the 
laq drop since the week 
enc xlon Oct. 13, 1989, when 
it [ tinged 216.26 points. 

C a the broader market, 
dec ining issues swamped 
ad* .aces 1,887 to 383 tra ding 
off SI million shares. 

1 ic NASDAQ index drop- 
pec 7.06 points to 693.79. 

/ oalysts said the market 
wa dearly worried about tiie 


it cm the open market, the 
only way you’ll do it is by 
raising rates,” he said. 

Wall Street is concerned 
that while higher interest 
rates may boost the dollar’s 
investment value overseas, 
credit tightening will further 
cool the economy and erode 
corporate profits. The Fed 
has raised rate four times this 


pre pect of an interest rate 
hik after the Fed and 16 


hik after the Fed and 16 
oth r central banks were un- 
abl to stop the dollar’s des- 
ccf t despite numerous 
rot -dfc of dollar buying. 

* !t*s a bad day for stocks, 
bo: ds, currency, right across 
the board,” said James Volk, 
dir ctor of equity trading at 
Jcr sen Securities. 

* People slapped the cen- 
tra: basic in the face,” Jay 
Fei ^uson, analyst at Fergu- 
ses . Andrews Associates said 
of he limited impact of the 
int rvention Friday. 

‘ If the central bank can’t 
pre 3 up the dollar by buying 


year. 

Signs of an economic reviv- 
al in Europe and Japan have 
pushed up interest rates 
abroad, drawing internation- 
al investors away from the 
dollar. That comes at a bad 
time for the United States, as 
it is becoming more depen- 
dent on foreign capital to 
finance a widening trade de- 
ficit. 

To make matters even 
worse, U.S. investors are 
busy moving money overseas 
as they seek to diversify their 
portfolios, further 
pressure on the dollar. 

Analysts said it may take 
higher U.S. interest rates to 
turn the fundamentals 
around. The risk, however, is 
that higher rates will slow the 
economy to such a degree 
that investors will flock to 
nations with better growth 
prospects — prompting more 
dollar sales. 

Senior U.S. officials have 
said that the Federal Reserve 
Board expects economic 
growth to slow to a more 
sustainable pace in the 
second half of this year but 
that it stands ready to raise 
interest rates farther if 
heeded to achieve that. 


TOKYO (AFP) — The num- 
ber of jobs in Japan is dwind- 
ling as copmanies, driven by 
the stronger yen, shift pro- 
duction overseas, particularly 
to Asia, according to a report 
by the labour ministry re- 
leased Friday. 

“The impact on domestic 
employment cannot be 
ignored,” the ministry said in 
its ana ual report to the 
cabinet. 

The ministry estimated 
that 70,000 jobs were lost 
because of the shift to over- 
seas production in the fiscal' 
year ended March 1992. Un- 
employment rose from 2.1 
per cent the to 2.9 per cent in 
March 1994 before slightly 
felling to 2.8 per cent in 
April. 

The ministry said direct 
investment overseas is ex- 
pected to continue to grow in 
Asia, centring on China. 


It said investment had been 
growing particularly in In- 
donesia and China because of 
low wage costs. 

The report added that, due 
to the prolonged economic 
slowdown, real income last 
year dropped 0.8 per cent 
from a year earlier, the first 
year-on-year drop in 13 
years. 

Total work hours shrank 
last year for the fifth consecu- 
tive year to 1,913, falling 59 
hours from the previous year, 
it said. 

Also, the report said 
recession-hit major Japanese 
companies are forcing sub- 
sidiaries to accept employees 
transferred from the parent 
firms, causing an adverse im- 
pact on labour management. 

The ministry said the up- 
ward trend in unemployment 
is “cyclical,” but warned that 
if the economic slowdown 


continues, the jobless rate 
among the young would grow 
and there would be an accel- 
eration in labour adjustment 
of white-collar jobs, leading 
to “structural” unemploy- 
ment. 

Japan's industries need to 
enhance technological in- 
novation while facilitating de- 
regulation to boost labour 
productivity, the report said. 

According to a survey, 
assets held by Japan's listed 
companies in the year to 
March were 0.6 per cent 
down from the previous year, 
for the first year-on-year de- 
cline in 20 years. 

The survey by the Nihon 
Keizai newspaper, a major 
business daily, covered the 
nation’s 2,006 fisted com- 
panies, excluding banks, 
securities and life insurance 
firms. 

The decline reflects corpo- 


rate moves to streamline 
financial assets in the fallout 

from speculative financial in- 
vestment, and to reduce in- 
ventories due to sluggish 
sales, tiie daily said. It also 
noted a decline in fixed assets 
held by manufacturers. 
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Analysts say corporations 
may be forced to further 
streamline their assets in the 
days ahead, the daily said. 

Assets of the 775 non- 
manufecturers, edged down 
0.02 per cent year on year, 
while those of the 1,231 
manufacturers surveyed, fen 
13 per cent, it said. 




Notably, assets in the iron 
and steel sector fell 33 per 
cent and those in the auto 
industry fell 3.1 per cent, 
while chemicals dropped 2.9 
per cent and precision 
machinery was down 2.4 per 
cent, the daily said. 
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IMF approves $684m 
loan for Philippines 



Travel | 
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Td like to take my wife to a 
romantic little hideaway that has 
satellite TV with at least 100 
channels plus HBO and ESPN.” 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
The International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) has approved a 
loan worth $684 million in 
Special Drawing Rights 
(SDRs) to support the Philip- 
pine government's economic 
reform programme. 

The loan for 474.5 SDRs 
was granted Friday under the 
IMF's extended fund facility, 
an IMF statement said. 

The IMF said the credit 
will be made available over 
the next three years to offset 
balance of payment problems 
stemming from reforms to 
liberalise the economy. 

In 1993, economic growth 
in the Philippines improved 
under the liberalisation 
programme, but it was 


accompanied by a rise in in- 
flation, burgeoning trade im- 
balance, and declining inter- 
national reserves, the IMF 
said in a statement. 

“The main aims of the 1994 
programme are to achieve a 
growth rate of about 3.5-4.5 
per cent, to reduce inflation 
to 8.5 per cent by year-end, 
and to limit the current 
account deficit to under five 
per cent of GNP, while re- 
building gross international 
reserves to 3.4 months’ worth 
of imports,” the IMF said. 

“While fiscal policy will 
remain essentially un- 
changed, monetary policy in- 
itially will be tightened and 
then maintained on a steady 
course it said. 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: 
You can easily rise above some 
minor difficulties in the A.M. 
and make it a productive day as'j 
long as yoc are agreeable with : 
associates instead of trying to j 
force issues. Relax and enjoy 
die day. 


ARIES: (Match 21 to April 19) 
Take time for mediation early 
in the day and adopt die right 
philosophy for the future. 
Make this a worthwhile day to 
catch np on last minute tusks. 


and happy by doing some ex- 
arising. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to 
/ October 22) .A good day to 
-.-come to a-beper understanding 
v --with family members. Plan how 
to show gratitude and increase 
harmony with family aiid 
friends. 


TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
Study your relationship with 
friends and know where they fit 
best in your future plans. Catch 
op on your rest today for a new 
work week. 


SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21) Arrange to be 
with friends you truly like for 
the recreation you desire. Plan 
the week ahead so that it be- 
'comes more productive with 
any project. 


A two-day conference was organised by Rover International 
for Land Rover and Rover Cars distributors from the Middle 
East, North Africa and Subcontinent. The 48- d el e gate 
conference which was held at the Dubai Marriott Hotel, was 
headed by directin' of sales for the region, Ken James and 
consisted of presentations and workshops aimed at outlining 
protect and marketing plans for 1994/95. Photo shows 
delegates from the Rover International conference eqjqying 
an evening reception at the Dubai Creek Golf and Yacht 


GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
Seek the company of influen- 


tial persons who can be helpful 
in furthering your career. De- 


SAGITTARIUS: (November 
22 to December 21) Make 
plans to improve your status in 
your line of endeavour. Take 
your loved to charming places 
in die evening you bom will 
enjoy. 


in furthering your career. De- 
vote the evening to your loved 
ones. 



MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 
to July 21) Han bow to advance 
with the assistance of impor- 
tant and dever individuals you 
know. Strive for happiness with 
your family. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) A 
good time to make plans which 
could give you more abund- 
ance in the days ahead. Don’t 
be taken in by doubtful persons 
who you are not sure of. 


CAPRICORN: (December 22 
to January 20) This is a good 
day to study whatever is spir- 
itual and educational, visit 
friends and relatives and ex- 
press happiness with being 
around them. 


VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) Plan how to 
gain more benefits from rela- 
tionships yon now have. Forget 
thst off dak and be more active 


AQUARIUS: (January 21 to 
February 19) Study new 
methods and ideas which can 
bring you greater income in the 
future. Make needed repairs to' 
your property which have been 
neglected. 

PISCES: (February 20 to 
March 20) Make the right 
arrangements for gaining per- 
sonal aims. The evening is oest 
for being with persons you en- 
joy the company of. 


ICO 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
® by Hand Arnold and Me* ArgMon 


inscramble these (our Jumbles, 
ne lener lo each square, to form 
yit ordinary words. 


/ SW8THE 


* *sterday's 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: HOVEL WHOOP JESTER NOTIFY 

Answer Whal (hey (hough! (heir boat was — 

■SEE' WORTHY 
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Other Currencies 
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Bahraini Dinar 
U b wtt t Lira" 
Saudi Riynl 
Kuwaiti Dinar 
Qatari Riyai 
Egyptian Pound 
Omani Riyal 
UAE Dirham 
Grech Drachma 
Cypriot Pound 
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Arab Gulf countries feel little 
impact of world stock, dollar crisis 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — A 
fresh plunge m key world 
stock markets and the U.S. 
dollar has bad little impact on 
Arab Gulf states although 
their currencies are pegged to 
the greenback and most of 
their assets are based abroad, 
regional bankers and eco- 
nomists said Saturday. 

But the tumble in die dol- 
lar to its lowest level since 
Word! War II underscores 
die plight of the six Gulf 
Cooperation Council (GCC) 
states as they straggle to con- 
tain sharp fluctuations in 
their income due to unstable 
oil prices, they said. 

“The latest dollar problem 
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again shows the need for Gulf 
states to delink their curren- 
cies from thffiU.S. dollar and 
peg them to ti more stable 
basket of currencies,** a Un- 
ited Arab Emirates (UAE) 
bank manager said. 

“Any fall in the dollar 
means a fail in Gulf curren- 
cies and a higher import bill 
from non-dollar countries. I 
think the latest fell has so far 
bad a limited impact but if 
the decline continues, the 
price wiD be high,” he pointed 
out. 

The currencies of five GCC 
states — Saudi Arabia, 
Bahrain, Oman, Qatar and 
the UAE — are theoretically 
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pegged to the Special Draw- 
ing Rights, the unit used by 
the International Monetary 
Fund. 

But in effect, they are tied 
to the U.S. dollar while 
Kuwait's dinar is linked to a 
basket of currencies, in which 
the dollar accounts for more 
than’ 40 per cent. 

Reluctance by some mem- 
bers to separate their cur- 
rencies from the dollar has 
blocked GCC plans to align 
their currencies in line with 
their 1983 economic agree- 
ment, which calls for a com- 
mon Gulf market. 

The six members had origi- 
nally planned a single Gulf 
currency, the dinar, but drop- 
ped the project as unrealistic. 
A recent proposal envisaged 
a basket of currencies, in 


which the U.S. dollar will 
have the upper hand. 

“I believe such a proposal 
is a good compromise,” a 
UAE banker said. 

“It could satisfy member 
states which have reserva- 
tions on delinking their cur- 
rencies from -die dollar or 
those which argue that they 
should stick to the dollar 
because it is the official price 
of oil,” he added. 

Experts said a continuously 
weak dollar hurts GCC eco- 
nomies because member 
stares rely heavily on imports 
from Japan and other indust- 
rial countries. 

Exports by Japan alone to 
the six members stood at 
around $10 billion in 1993 
while those by the European 
Union exceeded $20 billion. 


JOB OPPORTUNITY 

The Bani Hamida Weaving Project 
seeking 

COMPUTER PROGRAMMER 

1- Jordanian male or female 

2- B.Sc. in computer science. 

3- Excellent in Foxpro and dbase 111+ programming 

4- Has a good knowledge in Novell. 

5- Fluent in English and Arabic 

6- Well organised and flexible. 

Interested applicants should fill out applica- 
tion at: 

1st Circle, Rainbow Street, 6th turn to the 
left Tel.: 658696 
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problem 

LAGOS (R) — Nigeria’s 
military rulers, unable to 
curb spiralling inflation which 
is pushing millions of Nige- 
rians doser to die poverty 
line, have promised to review 
their economic policies. 

Military ruler Sani 
Abacha, already under press- 
ure from [>ro-democracy 
groups to quit, has acknow- 
ledged shortcomings in his 
administration’s economic 
polides. 

“We are aware that due to 
the mismanagement of the 
past and some shortcomings 
in tiie implementation of our 
current fiscal and monetary 
policies, the performance of 
the economy is not as we 
planned or desired,** he said. 

“There is consequently 
hardship in the market dace 
and the expectations of our 
people for quick prosperity 
have not yet been fulfilled,” 
be told civilian political lead- 
ers. “We are determined to 
monitor and review the eco- 
nomic polides m place with 
the view to taking corrective 
measures as appropriate.” 

Inflati on has pushed mil- 
lions of people on fixed in- 
comes closer to the poverty 
line in a nation whose per 
capita income has dropped to 
about $250 from $1000 in the 
oil boom of the early 1980s. 

Prices of most goods con- 
tinue to rise despite the milit- 
ary government’s polides to 
curb inflati on. 

The Lagos-based Guardian 
newspaper has said prices of 
consumer goods have risen 
by up to 100 per cent since 
January. 

“Inflation is still the coun- 
try’s number one economic 
problem,” Tony Ede, central 
bank spokesman, told Reu- 
ters. 

Independent analysts said 
economic controls introduced 
in the ratenHar 1994 budget 
to stan inflation and stimu- 
late growth had not worked 
and may have aggravated 
Nigeria’s problems. 

The government in Janu- 
ary fixed the exchange rate at 
22 naira to the dollar and 
outlawed the autonomous 
market where the dollar sold 
for more than Writ* this 
amount. 

It also pegged interest rates 
on savings at between 12 and 
15 per cent and placed a 21 
per cent ceflHng on lending 
rates. 

The changes marked a re- 
treat from International 
Monetary Fund-hacked re- 
forms begun in 1986 to mend 
an economy hurt by low out- 
put, corruption and over- 
rehance on crude oil sates. 

The government bad 
hoped that by lowering the 

cost of funds, local producers 

would be induced to cat their 
prices. The budget aimed to 
cut inflation to 15 per cent 
from 100 per cent at end- 
1993. This has not happened. 

The Guardian cited exam- 
ples of rises in prices of 
household goods. 
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FOR RENT fr SALE 

Many villas and apart- 
ments" furnished or unfur- 
nished. 

For friore details call: . 

Abdoun Real Estate 

Td. 810605/810669/810520 ' 
Fax: 810520 
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Sugaring, Waring flail Care 
t Make-Up And Bridal 
Make-Up. 

We me the fed French Qametax 
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Reservation & Information 

Um Uthainah - Tel.: 661217 
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Ideal Raddance For 




RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yaimouk 
Engineers’ Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbaqua for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 p.m. 
6:30 - Midnight 
Air Conditioned HaU / 


SELECT HOTEL 


9 Superior Hotel Services for 
Businessmen & Families & its 

NeGrEsCo BaR 

9 Good Drinks & 

Excellent Snacks 
@ Open Noons 
& Evenings 


Jabal A I Webdeh/Tel. 637101/637102 
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Live Entertainment 


New Summer 



A SECURE 

FLATOTEL 

Swelfiyeh 





Cafe 


Hamburgers*Pizzas 

EUTECAFF 


sports & 
Programmes Live Via 
Satellite 


Ju. ^iUAjlj*n 

2nd- Circle - Jabal Amman 
opp. French loaf 

Tel.653482 Jzu 
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La Vita Lounge 
12:00 pm - v - Late 
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The drat & best 
■ Chinese Restaurant 
In Jordan 

1 si Circle. Jabal Amman, near 
Ahhyyah Gnls School 
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LUNCHES 
AFTERNOON TEA 
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DINNERS 
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Professional Quality in 
1 Hoar Service' 

Develop your colour Sim at 
our shop and get- 

• JUMBO photo 

stem 30% torpo r 

* Free infargt- 
Bcut 20 x 30 cm 


Shmeisam - Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh tel: 823891 
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OpuniU^ifiy 
From 9:00 Pid. 
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. Worid Cup covarage 
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A manu of (Mdous amckB 

Td : 685211 Fax: 61777 ? . 
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"The Classiest Of 
The' Classiest 


DekmVhnmiAaKhMis 

in Amman . 

For further detxfls please call 
SANABfeL REAL ESTATE 

TEL: 864230 FAX864231 




Typical 


Time Out Bar ! ! 

Sweifiyeh - .863944 


lassmin 

larden 


A casual place, friendly 
atmosphere in a unique 
garden setting. 
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Taice amy Is awilhMa 

SM8f At-Arab S&oot 
Um Uthainah CormtBr da l Cento 

Tel.: 861174 
Core Tasted AtwaysUMd 


Maintenance and 
Repair Services 


Done by veU trained and 
Professional Technicians 


Lunch, teabme and dinner 
are served from 11.00 am 
til) 11.45 p.m. 

3rd circle. Jabal Amman 
TeJ. 643216 
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You Know 

Our Pazas&Sandwicbes 
NwTti| The 

Italian Pasta 

Wto** w*t 
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imji & nma 1 
7 dsyn a waak 

Enjoy Our Selection of , 

SEA FOOD 


Td : 660093/4 Fix: 82J864 
Sfameisam-Near Babiche 

I Amman - Jordan 
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territory they currently hold. 

If the July 1 session goes 
ahead, representatives of 

Bosnian parties wiD be in- 
vited to Geneva the following 
day to go over the details. 

The plan would receive fin- 
al approval from the five 
cowers when they attend a 
group of seven meeting in 
Italy the following week. 

Meanwhile, Tborvald Stol- 
teaberg and Lord David 
Owen, co-chairmen of tbe 
Geneva peace conference on 
former Yugoslavia, were ex- 
pected in the Croatian capital 
jZa^reb Saturday, officials 
said. 

The two mediators for the 
United Nations and Euro- 
pean Union (EU) were ex- 
pected to meet Croatian 
President Franio Todjman, 
the offi cials added without 
giving further details. 

Mr. Stoltenberg and Lord 
Gwen, en route from the EU 
summit in Corfu, stopped off 
in die former Yugoslav Re- 
public of Macedonia for one 
hour Saturday to meet Presi- 
dent Kiro Gligorov. Lord 
Owen said they were due to 
meet both Mr. Todjman and 
Serbian President Slobodan 
IvSlosevic. 

Their visit to Zagreb comes 
2 S efforts backed by Russia, 
■_hs United States and the EU 
to resume dialogue between 
Croatia and its breakaway 
^rejina Serbs have readied 
an impasse. 

In a separate development, 
against a background of out- 


rage over the Bosnian war. 
President Bill Clinton’s admi- 
nistration and its Senate allies 
crafted a policy Friday aimed 
at avoiding U.S. defiance of 
the arms emb a rgo in the Bal- 
kans. 


Tbe proposal by Sens. Sam 
Nunn, George Mitchell and 
John Warner, would urge 
working with the United Na- 
tions to lift the embargo and 
provide Bosnia with up to 
$200 million in U.S. military 
aid. 

Those steps' would be 
taken if Bosnian Serb forces 
attacked United Nations safe 
areas in Bosnia or failed to 
“respond constructively” to a 
proposed peace settlement. 

Sen. Nunn, chairman of 
the Senate Armed Services 
Committee, Sen. Warner, 
the second-ranking Republi- 
can on that committee, and 
Sen. Mitchell, the Democra- 
tic majority leader, offered 
the proposal hoping to cut off 
a move to unilaterally lift tire 
embargo ap™* Bosnia.' 

The administration lobbied 
intensely against the U.S. 
acting alone saying it would 
disrupt the NATO affiance, 

tween Serbian 

forces, and widen the war. 
Defence Secretary William 
Perry and Gen. John Shah- 
kashviU, chairman of the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff, wrote 
Sen. Mitchell endorsing the 
Nnnn-Warner-Mitchell 
alternative. 
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priest in Atiaota; who made 
critical remarks to him about 
racism among Japanese, be 
only said: “I felt that Amer- 
icans strongly recognised that 
their country was built by 
people who came from di- 
verse cultures.” 

The priest’s remark was 
perhaps prompted by some 
top Japanese politicians who 
in the past few years had 
made embarrassing racial 
slurs against black Amer- 
icans. 

Emperor Akihito’s entour- 
age also encountered demon- 
strations -by Americans of 
Chinese- ancLKorean descent 
who demanded apologies for 
wartime atrocities from the 
monarch, most notably in 
San Francisco, his last main- 
land stop. 

Just last month, Japan’s 
justice minister incurred die 
wrath of China and both 
Koreas by saying the 1937 
Nanking massacre was a 
propaganda fabrication. He 
was forced to resign. 

Emperor Akihito did not 
comment on those demon- 
strations. 

The Japanese government 
first opted for him to pay 
tribute to the U.S. war dead 
by visiting Pearl Harbour in 
Hawaii. 
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“Mr. Samper will never 
take power, whatever hap-- 
esns, "he wiD not take power. 
V/e are sure the work! will be 
left with its mouth open at 
what we have prepared,” the 
calmer said. 
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Police said Friday they 
were investigating the tape. 

Tlisy had no comment on 
reports that two bullets had 
been sent to their headquar- 
ters in Bogota in an envelope 
to back up the threats but did 
confirm the Medellin cartel 
was making a comeback and 
had around 160 men ready to 
strike. 
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BBL/'jLi Crf IN PARIS: Parisians cool off Friday in 
: four.^iia of the Trocadero in rronl of Eiffel Tower. 
..rr.c..*r. icrnrerattires readied 30 degrees Celsius inP; 


Salinas 
rejects 
resignation 
of minister 


MEXICO CITY (AFP) — 
President Carlos .Salinas re- 
jected the resignation Friday 
of Interior Minister Jorge 
Carpizo, a spokesman for tbe 
president’s office said. 


Just 10 minutes earlier, 
Mr. Salinas’ office had 
announced that- Mr. Carpizo 
— the number two official in 
the government — resigned, 
pledging not to return to poli- 
tical Kfe 


Hie two men met at the 
Los Pinos presidential resi- 
dence for M a long, private 
conversation,” the presi- 
dent's office said in a a state- 
ment. There was no indica- 
tion as to whether Mr. Caipi- 
20 might stay on, but the 
talks were to continue over 
tiie weekend, Mr. Salmas’ 
office said. 



IGLOBAL FORUM OPENS: Global 

iFonun *94, the most important conference 00 
jthe environment since the 1992 U.N.- 


sponsored Rio Summit, opens Friday at the 
Free Trade HaH in British city of Manchester 
(AFP photo) 


B-52 bomber crashes in flames in U.S. 


SPOKANE, Wash. (R) — A 
B-52 bomber crashed and ex- 
ploded in flames at Fairchild 
Air Force Base in eastern 
Washington state, trilling all 
four crew members aboard, 
officials said. 

Base spokeswoman Jennif- 
er McDonald said the plane 
crashed at 2:16 p.m. pdt (5:16 
p.m. edt) (2116 GMT) as it 
was approaching for a “touch 
and go” manoeuvre in which 
it would have descended as if 
for a landing and then taken' 


CBS news carried an 
amateur videotape that cap- 
tured the crash and explosion 
of the plane. 

McDonald said the B-52 
was assigned as a trainer to 
the base 13 kilometres west 


tanker planes. 

The disaster is the second 
to strike the base community 
this week, after Monday’s 
rampage by a former airman 
with an automatic rifle who 
killed four people and 
wounded 22 before be was 
shot dead by a military 


German tourist 

survives fall from 
15th floor 


COPENHAGEN (R). — A . ; 
German tourist wrvived a ; 
S front the 15th floor of an 
apartment buihhng after he 
l^^offanelecmcrabte .. 

and onto a tree top before .. 

hitting the *- 

said Friday. Eduard Pattern, § . 
19 was sitting on balcony ; 

raffings when he wasWown 

off by the wind. JJe srffe^ . . 
only bruises in the 50-metre , 
plunge. “It must be the nnra- ; 
de of the century,’ said a 
police spokesman. ' » 

Museum to sell 
Da Vinci 
manuscript 


of Spokane, which until last 
month had been home to a . policeman, 
major fleet of the bombers. 

with the end of tbe cold Tbe airman had been dis- 
war, the base’s mission has charged from the service last 
been changed to one of sup- month for psychiatric 
port for a fleet of air fuel reasons. 


Major stands isolated in Europe 


CORFU, Greece (R) — Brit- 
ish Prime Minister John Ma- 
jor stood alone in Europe 
once again Saturday, sending 
strong signals to Euro-sceptic 
mutineers in his badly di- 
vided Conservative Party. 

Echoing tbe battles fought 
by his predecessor Margaret 
Thatcher on the European 
stage. Mr. Major refused to 
back Belgian Prime Minister 
Jean-Loc Debaene as tile 
next president of the Euro- 
pean Commission. 

Europe has been a recur- 
ring nightmare for Mr. Ma- 
jor, whose deeply unpopular 
government has been buf- 
feted by two years of internal 
divisions, policy U-turns and 
scandals. His popularity has 
plunged to an all-time low in 
opinion polls. 

Mr. Major, brought to the 
brink of defeat last year by 
Conservative rebels over rati- 
fication of tbe Maastricht 
Treaty on European Union, 
could face a challenge to his 
leadership after a string of 
summer election defeats. 

The party lost almost half 
of its seats in the European 
Parliament this month. 

After 15 years in the poli- 
tical wilderness, tbe opposi- 
tion Labour Party is over- 
whelming favourite to win 


the next general election, due 
by 1997. It constantly derides 
the conservatives over their 
European divisions. 

Lord Tebbit, former Con- 
servative Party chairman and 
light-ban d man of the in- 
domitable Lady Thatcher, 
led the anti-Brussels Euro- 
sceptics in applauding Mr. 
Major’s stand at the EU sum- 
mit on the Greek island of 
Corfu. 

Lord Tebbit said Mr. Ma- 
jor should sit tight “and soon- 
er or later a compromise 
candidate may come for- 
ward.” 

Echoing the concerns of 
smaller states, Mr. Tebbit ac- 
cused France and Germany 
of bnlldoting the others into 
accepting Mr. Dehaene. 

Mr. Dehaene, a maint- 
stream federalist who has 
joggled with the complexities 
of running a trilingual small 
state in the heart of Europe, 
is anathema to the vociferous 
British Euro-sceptics who 
fear he is a fervent EU integ- 
rationist. 

Mr. Major has already 
been humiliated once this 
year when be was forced into 
an embarrassing climbdown 
over his resistance to extend- 
ing majority voting in the 
European Union. 


Another defeat over the 
successor to EU Commission 
President Jacques Delors — 
or a climbdown acceptance of 
Mr. Dehaene — would have 
been another body blow. 

Struggling to maintain par- 
ty unity and quell the Euro- 
sceptics, he campaigned in 
the European Parliament 
elections for a multi-speed, 
multi-layered Europe. 

He stood firm against more 
integration, arguing the 
European Union would 
break up unless it was 
allowed to develop more flex- 
ibly. Resisting centralism, he 
preached deregulation and 
tree trade. 

Mr. Major insisted there 
was no personal animosity 
involved in his resistance to 1 
Mr. Dehaene, who had to be 
n omina ted unanimously. 

He told fellow European 
leaders: “Were nationality to 
enter into our calculations 
the selection of our next pres- 
ident would be an affront to 
everything that our commun- 
ity stands for." 

“Europe is full of talent I 
am confident that a period of 
consultation between the 
presidency and all member 
states will produce a candi- 
date that will have the sup- 
port of os all,” he added. 


NEW YORK (AFP) — A 
Leonardo Da Vmd manu- 
script that includes the Italian 
artist’s designs for the snorkel 
and submarine will be put up 
for sale by a Los Angeles 
museum, Christie’s auction 
house said. The nearly 500- 
year-old papers fetched a re- 
cord $5.6 million for an auto- 
graphed manuscript in 1980 
when it was sold to the late 
oilman Ann and Hammer. 
The Armand Hammer 
Museum of Art and Cultural 
Centre in Los Angeles is sell- 
ing it. 'Hie manuscript — 18 
sheets of paper folded in two 
— is expected to fetch more 
than $10 million when it is 
auctioned on Nov. 11 at 
Christie’s, a spokeswoman 
said. It was compiled be- 
tween 1506 and 1508 in Flor- 
ence and Milan and includes 
360 drawings and Da Vinci's 
ideas on flood control and 
steam power. The notes are 
written in Italian, in Da Vin- 
ci’s unusual right-to-left 
script that can be read nor- 
mally when held up to a 
mirror. Manuscripts make up 
tbe bulk of the legacy of Da 
Vmd, best known for his 
painting Mona Lisa. 


Dove’s death hits 
military show’s 
peace plans 


U.S. lawmakers seek resignation of Surgeon General 


WASHINGTON (AP) — 
Eighty-seven exposition Re- 
publican members of Con- 
men asked President Bill 
Clinton to fire the outspoken 
U.S. Surgeon General, Dr. 
Joycelyn Elders. 

In a letter to Mr. Clinton 
the House of Representatives 
members accused Mr. Elders 
of using her office “to fight 
parents and churches” in- 
stead of sickness and disease. 

The letter came two days 
after Ms. Elders, according 
to newspaper accounts, refer- 
red to the 1 ‘un-Christian reli- 
gious right” and added, 
“We’ve got to be strong to 
take ou those people who are 


selling our children out in the 
name of religion.” 

Tbe letter did not specifi- 
cally mention those remarks 
but they were cited often at a 
news conference by Rep. 
Cliff Stearns, author of the 
letter, otter lawmakers and 
spokesmen for conservative 
Christian organisations. 

The letter said Ms. Elders 
“has not chosen to utilise ter 
position to advance the 
general health and welfare of 
all Americans. But rather to 
advocate views antithetical to 
the majority of citizens.” 

It asked Mr. din ton to 
request ter resignation. 

Ms. Elders and her spokes- 


man were not immediately 
readied for comment. 


At tbe news conference 
outside the capital. Rep. F. 
James Sensenbrenner Jr., 
said Ms. Elders had “forfei- 
ted her right to be Surgeon 
General of the United 
States," and bead the U.S. 
Public Health Service. 

Ms. Elder, called to 
Washington after heading the 
Arkansas State Health De- 
partment while Mr. din ton 
was governor, was de- 
nounced in the letter for 
some of her past statements. 
She has said the Boy and girl 
Scouts discriminated a gainst 


homosexuals, that the lega- 
lisation of narcotics should be 
considered and that girls 
should take condoms when 
they go on dates. 

“Whether one agrees with 
these statements or not, and I 
suspect that the majority of 
Americans do not, they dear- 
ly serve to divide Americans 
rather than unite ns behind 
our common interest in pub- 
lic health and welfare.” the 
Stearns letter said. 


LONDON (R) —A symbolic 
celebration of peace planned 
for Britain’s top military 
spectacle has been hit by the 
death of a dove that was to 
star in a key biblical scene. 
’Organisers of the Toyal 
tournament, in which Bri- 
•1^ thin’s aimed forces show off 
their skills, chose the end of 
the cold war as their central 
theme. But Jupiter, the dove 
trained to carry a laurel leaf 
in its beak and land on the 
hand of an actor playing the 
biblical Noah, died earlier 
this week. A show spokes- 
woman said Friday there was 
little time to coach a replace- 
ment Major Michael Parker, 
tournament producer, told 
tbe Daily Telegraph: “Ghne 
minute be was flying, the 
next he turned his legs up- 
ward and died. Perhaps it was 
stage fright.” 


Moscow fines 
McDonald’s for 
poor lighting 


The demand to oust Ms. 
' Elders was the latest develop- 
ment in a public debate over 
the rise of the radical right in 
U.S. politics. 


Clinton lashes out at religious right 



ST LOUIS (R) — President 
Bill Clinton Friday angrily 
attacked the religious Christ- . 
ian right and conservative 
radio talk shows as cynical 
outlets for spreading “scurri- 
lous” misinformation about 
him and his record. 

The president took aim 
specifically at Jerry FatweQ, 
the Christian right leader 
who has been promoting a 
$40 videotape on his syndi- 
cated cable television show, 
“the old time gospel hour,” 
which implies that Clinton is 
involved in a number of 
mysterious deaths in his 
home state of Arkansas. 

“I do not believe that peo- 
ple should be criticised for 
their religious convictions. 
But neither do I believe that 
people can' put on the mantle 
of religion and then justify 
anything they say or do,” Mr. 
Canton said. 

Mr. Clinton thus threw his 
weight behind attacks by 
Democrats this week ou the 
Christian right for its rising 
influence in the Republican 
Party. 

California Democratic 
Representative Vic Fazio 
tins week was quoted as 
saying the “fire-breathing 
Christian radical right” were 
forcing more mainstream Re- 
publicans to the right fringe. 


and that it controls the GOP 
in at least 15 states. 

All 44 Republican senators 
quickly denounced the Fazio 
broadside Thursday and 
urged Mr. Clinton to repudi- 
ate it. But Mr. Clinton did 
not. 

In a radio interview with St 
Louis station KMOX aboard 
Air Force One on tbe flight 
from Washington to St Lotos, 
Mr. Clinton angrily shouted 
into the microphone when 
asked about the videotape 
Mr. Falwell has been promot- 
ing. 

The videotape, entitled 
Circle Of Power, relies on 
interviews from longtime 
Clinton opponents Larry 
Nichols and Gary Parks of 
Arkansas. “There were 
countless and countless peo- 
ple that mysteriously died 
that as it turned out had some 
connection to Bill Clinton. I 
believe this is going on to- 
day,” Mr. Nichols says in tbe 
tape. 

Mr. Falwell has been show- 
ing excerpts of the videotape 
on his stew and offers an 800 
number to call to purchase it 

Said Mr. Clinton: “Look at 
who he's talking to. Does he 
make full disclosure to the 
American people of the back- 
grounds of the people that 
he’s interviewed that have 


made these scurrilous and 
false charges against me? Of 
course not. Is that in a good 
Christian spirit7 I think it's 
questionable.” 

Mr. Clinton implied that 
Mr. Falwell was making 
money from the very things 
he preaches against. 

“Remember that J^ous 
threw tbe money-changers 
out of the temple. He didn’t 
try to take over the job of tbe 
money-changers,” Mr. Clin- 
ton said. 

Mr. din ton, who blames a 
conservative misinformation 
campaign for damaging pub- 
lic support for his health care 
reform plans, has been on a 
tirade this week against peo- 
ple who constantly spread 
negative news, including talk 
radio shows and the news 
media in general. 

The most popular and well 
know host of talk radio shows 
is Rush Limbaugb, who has a 
devoted following of mil- 
lions. Mr. Qinton mentioned 
Mr. Limbaugb specifically in 
his radio interview and, talk- 
ing to police officers and 
community volunteers at St 
Louis’ Fox Park, explained 
his problem with the phe- 
nomenon called “talk radio.” 

“If yon talk about hope, 
you’re derided as being 
naive. If you’re really good at 


badmou thing people, you can 
get a radio talk show. Now, I 
want to tell you something: It 
may be fan to listen to, but 
it’s tough to live by... We did 
not get to be the oldest and 
most successful democracy in 
human history by being 
cynics and badmoutning,” he 
said. 

Mr. Limbaugh, on his sub- 
sequent show, was bemused. 
He said his show celebrates 
America and that if Mr. Clin- 
ton thinks that is negative or 
cynical, “then he should look 
up those words in the diction- 
ary.” 

Clinton travelled to St 
Louis to prod Congress to 
complete work quickly on 
sweeping anti-crime legisla- 
tion, which has been bogged 
down as House and Senate 
negotiators tiy to reach an 
agreement on a number of 
disputes. He also helped raise 
more than $1 million for the 
reelection campaign of, 
House Democratic leader 
Dick Gephardt of Missonii. 

But tus day trip out of 
Washington was dominated 
by the religious right issue, 
and White House spokes- 
woman Dee Dee Myers said 
it was the start of a debate 
“with the religious right, or 
people who claim to speak 
for the religious right.” 


MOSCOW (AP) — In Mos- 
cow, at least, the golden 
arches aren’t enough. City 
officials fined the world’s 
busiest McDonald’s for not 
having a nighttime sign that 
identifies it as a restaurant. 
The city levied at 1.2 million 
ruble ($600) fine, saying 
McDonald’s also should pro- 
vide better lighting along the 
sidewalk in front of its Push- 
kin Square restaurant, a 
newspaper reported Friday 
•Walking past the restaurant 
at night, an uninitiated per- 
son finds it hard to under- 
stand what sort of business it 
is,’ said a city inspector 
quoted by the daily Moskovs- 
Ky Komsomelets. Moscow re- 
qufres all businesses to clear- 
ly indicate day and night what 
merchandise .or service they 
offer. Russian-run stores 
restaurants and other 
businesses largely ignore this 
and other city rules. The 
McDonald's restaurant. 
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2ran, Russia discuss Karabakh 

P rcsidential envoy 

SS ^y^laWi conflict with Iranian offi- 
A*™ 11 sou™ said. Vladimir Kazimir- 

iaii Sd An^n^ 5512 * e *J orts to mediate between Azerbai- 
jan and Armenia, met Morteza Bank, an Iranian Foreign 

**? Caucasus re &on, and was “satisfied 
monArt, 8 rcsponse *® * pe®** plan proposed by Russia last 
2^“?- hi the plan to 

Iran oonBl ?» but A^baijan has rejetted it. 

unsucccssfu l attempts to broker an 
toiSJSt ^ Uct ® th *I“ l * *»* il would work with Russia 
asoSSL e Nagorno-Karabakh. Nearly 20,000 
^ 111 S^Ung smce the Armenian majorift ' 
JtSSES secession from Azerbaijan in 1&8. 

WttlnSSy PreSldent Gaidar Aliyev is due to visit Iran on 

5 gunned down in S. African township 

x ~ Flve y out hs aged between 10 
? sh °t dead by gunmen while walking down a 
■ bl3ck township east of here, police said 

! youths were injured in the attack late Friday, 

; pouce spokeswoman Captain Janine Smith said. She said the 
jnrotnte vras unknown but police did not believe it was 
j political. Tokoza in recent years has borne the brant of 
political violence, which has been blamed on feuding 
between supporters of President Nelson Mandela’s African 
rlJl?^ aud their rivals from the Zulu-based 

uucatha Freedom Party. Since South Africa's first all-race 
l£2 to)n ” April which brought Mr. Mandela to power, 

l 3^* V *- ri „ P ° 1,t,t ? v,ol ® n “ »n the ghetto has declined 
dramatically, police and violence monitors say. 

Left wins Warsaw local elections 

WARSAW (AFP) — Poland’s ruling left-wing coalition 
parties won last weekend's local elections in the capital 
Warsaw, according to partial official results published 
Saturday. The former communist Alliance of the Democra- 
tic Left and Peasant's Party won 48 seats in the city council, 
compared to 31 for the opposition centre-left Union for 
Liberty. A coalition of right-wing parties won 30 seats. In 
the southern city of Krakow, however, a coalition led by the 
Union for Liberty won control of the city council with 26 
seats agains t 18 for the Alliance, 13 for a Solidarity trade 
i union coalition and 10 for the right. Final results of the 
i elections, which had a low turnout of only 35.8 percent, are 
’due to be published at the start of next week. 

U.K. soldier charged with murder 

BELFAST (R) — A soldier serving with the British army in 
Northern Ireland was charged in court Saturday with 
murdering a Catholic in an attack claimed by an outlawed 
Protestant guerrilla group. Neil Irwin, 24, a private in the 
locally -recruited Royal Irish Regiment, was accused in court 
of murdering a fattier of four who died when a booby trap 
bomb exploded under his lorey in Portadown, south of 
Belfast, in March. The attack was claimed by the Ulster 
Volunteer Force (UVF), which has been targeting ordinary 
Catholics in an attempt to scupper Anglo-Irish peace talks. 
They fear the talks may weaken the province’s links with 
London and lead to a united Ireland. Irwin, who was also 
charged with four separate murder bids, did not speak at the 
hearing but a police inspector told the Belfast court he had 
replied “no" when he was formally charged. 

^6-organ transplant announced in U.K. 

LONDON (AP) — A 32-year-old man who received six 
transplanted organs was released from the hospital Friday 
but doctors say he still has a long way to gp in his recovery. 
Stephen Hyett received a liver, kidney, stomach, duode- 
num, small intestine and pancreas in March at Adden- 
brooke’s hospital in Cambridge. The operation had not been 
announced previously, and the hospital dedined to give the 
exact date of the surgery. He has a condition called 
Gardner's syndrome, which can cause deadly tumours in the 
bowel and duodenum. Professor Sir Roy Caine, who headed 
the surgical team, said Gardner’s syndrome was not a 
cancer, but a recurring fibroma. Hyett said, “at first they 
were only going to give me a new intestine and Hver but 
when a donor finally came along and they opened me up 
they derided that the other organs bad to be replaced as 
well. The first I knew about it was when I came round," be 
said. “Where I had an awful lot of pain before the operation 
I haven’t got that now,*' Mr. Hyett said in an interview with 
BBC Radio. “Although I get a bit tired at the moment they 
said that would go with time. Otherwise I am fine." 

13 injured in Belgium train crash 

BRUSSELS (AFP) — Thirteen people were injured Satur- 
day when a passenger train was hit by a goods train at 
Boecbout, near Antwerp, the Belgian National Railways 
(SNCB) said. Nine of the injured were taken to hospital. 
The cause of the accident was not immediately known but a 
SNCB spokesman said the passenger train could have been 
going too slowly on that section of the line. 



RUSSIAN PEACEKEEPERS: Two Russian peacekeep- 
ers sit next to their radio transmitter as they control the road 
to lnguri River, at Rukhi village in Georgia. First units of 
Russian peacekeepers arrived in the conffict zone on June 23 
(AFP photo). 


Berlin bids farewell to 
Russian troops 


BERLIN (R) — Russian 
troops leaving Germany half 
a century after defeating Hit- 
ler’s Nazis inarched proudly 
through the streets of Berlin 
Saturday for the first time 
since their World War II vic- 


tory parade. 


oose-stepping to the 
triumphant strains of military 
bands, 1,500 troops wearing 
olive green dress uniforms 
and carryi ng K alash nikov 
rifles paraded down a south- 
eastern Berlin avenue before 
an unexpectedly large and 
enthusiastic crowd of 40,000. 

Spectators warmly ap- 
plauded the soldiers as they 
inarched briskly past in the 
broiling midday sun. 

Afterwards, many Ger-. 
mans handed anyone wearing 
a Russian uniform flowers, 
chocolate, cigarettes, beer 
and even cash — small yet 
moving reparations for the, 
bread and soup Soviet troops' 
gave to starving Germans in 
the early post-war days. 

The rousing procession. 
which i ncluded scores of anti- 
aircraft batteries and small 


tanks, was in sharp contrast 
to die less formal departure 
celebrations of the Western 
allies last week in central 
Berlin just west of the Bran- 
denburg Gate. 

There were no heavy 
weapons on display at least 
week’s parade for the West- 
ern allies — the United 
States, Britain and France. 
That parade was watched by 
75,000. 

The Russians had wanted 
to march together with West- 
ern allies in a grand reunion 
of the World War IT allies, 
hoping to parade through the 
Brandenburg Gate where the 
Berlin Wall once stood. But 


Ukraine chooses West or Russia in polls 


KIEV (R) — Ukraine finds eyebrows during months of 
- disarmament debate by sug- 


'J 1 


* . : v 1 » 


itself at a foreign policy cros- 
sroads in Sunday’s presiden- 
tial election, obliged to 
choose between incumbent 
Leonid Kravchuk’s pro- 
Western stand and his main 
rival's calls to move closer to 
Moscow. 

Kravchuk has made much 
during the campaign of bis 
reputation for tiying to inte- 
grate the former Soviet re- 
public into Western Europe 
during more than two years 
in office. 

His most serious challen- 
ger, former Prime Minister 
Leonid Kuchma, proclaims 
loudly at rallies and on televi- 
sion that Ukraine’s future de- 
pends on restoring links with 
Moscow and dumping what 
he says is post-Soviet isola- 
tion. 

Mr. Kravchuk is lauded by 
Western leaders for persuad- 
ing Ukraine’s recalcitrant 
parliament to give up the 
1,600 strategic warheads that 
made the country the world's 
third largest nudear power. 

“All high technology is 
based in the West. We must 
aim our efforts in this direc- 
tion," Mr. Kravchuk said 
during the campaign. 

“Without help, credits and 
investment we cannot right 
our economy. The G7 coun- 
tries will soon be discussing 
Ukraine. But first we have to 
carry out reforms." 

As former director of the 
world’s largest missile plant, 
Mr. Kuchina is most at home 
in the former Soviet military- 
industrial complex. He raised 


gesting Ukraine should keep 
some of its missiles. 

“Under no circumstances 
must Ukraine be a counter- 
balance to Russia. We need 
the restoration of all econo- 
mic, spiritual and cultural 
links with former Soviet re- 
publics. first and foremost 
with Russia,” he said in a 
radio address to voters. 

“Never did I say anything 
about restoring the Soviet 
Union. But I oppose building 
an independent state on the 
basis of anti-Russian feel- 
ing... No one is waiting for us 
in the West.” 

A campaign video clip 
laced with pop music shows 
Mr. Kravchuk greeting world 
leaders and addressing the 
United Nations. Mr. Krav- 
chuk was also fortunate dur- 
ing the campaign to have 
become the first former 
Soviet leader to have signed, 
amid great pomp, a .part- 
nership treaty with the Euro- 
pean Union. 

Mr. Kravchuk pressed for 
early Ukrainian membership 
of NATO’s partnership for 
peace programme and back- 
ed peacekeeping efforts in 
Bosnia. 

Mr. Kuchma opposes the 
dispatch of peacekeepers and 
speaks m favour of ctoser 
military and political links 
with Moscow. 

Since the collapse of the 
Soviet Union, relations be- 
tween Ukraine and Russia 
have often proved rocky, 
with disputes focusing on the 


division of the Black Sea 
Fleet, nudear arms, Soviet 
debt and the large ethnic 
Russian minority in Crimea. 

During 10 months in office. 
Mr. Kuchma built up a spe- 
cial relationship with Russian 
Prime Minister Viktor Cher- 
nomyrdin and proposed deals 
to link the two countries’ 
industry. 

He has received a measure 
of support from the Russian 
media during the campaign 
and even from top Moscow 
officials and industrialists. 

The difference in orienta- 
tion can even be felt in their 
economic priorities. 

Mr. Kravchuk receives 
backing from bosses in 
Ukraine’s traditional sectors 
of steel production, coal min- 
ing and the chemical sector 
— whose production can be 
sold cheaply to Western cus- 
tomers. 

Mr. Kuchma gravitates to- 
wards the military, space and 
farming — dosely linked to 
Russia and other former 
Soviet republics. 

With Mr, Kuchma leading 
opinion polk until recently, 
diplomats have been steeling 
themselves for abrupt policy 
changes. 

“There has been a panic of 
sorts over the possibility of 
Kuchma coming to power. 
Many are readying them- 
selves for a rapprochement 
with Russia," said one. 

“Professionals are left with 
the choice of going into 
teaching or becoming an 
ambassador to earn some 
money.” 


Hata quits as Japan’s premier 


TOKYO (AFP) — Japan’s 
Prime Minister Tsutomu 
Hata stepped down Saturday 
after 59 days in office to 
bead off an imminent no- 
confidence vote, with one eye 
on a possible comeback with 
new bedfellows to beef up his 
minority coalition. 

Hata’s cabinet, embracing 
conservatives and centrists, 
resigned en bloc just before 
the House of Representatives 
was to debate a no- 
confidence motion proposed 
by the main opposition Liber- 
al Democratic Party (LDP). 

With die Group-of-Seven 
(G-7) summit m Naples two 
weeks ahead, political 
analysts believe parliament is 
likely to pick a new premier 
as soon as next week, 
and Mr. Hata has not rated 
himself out of contention. 

“I am one of the members 
of parliament myself and the 
head of a political party," 
Mr. Hata told reporters at his 
official residence, when 
asked if he would accept if 
parliament re-elected him. 

“Had it not been for the 
no-confidence motion, I 
would have remained in 


office as I am," said the 
58-year-old Hata whose 
cabinet will perform a care- 
taker rule until the election of 
a new prime minister. 

Keiwa Okuda, a lieutenant 
in Mr. Hata’s Renewal Party, 
did not mince words. “Mr. 
Hata is not just one of the 
candidates. He is the candi- 
date." 

At a press conference ear- 
lier Saturday, Mr. Hata 
announced the mass resigna- 
tion, saying, “our urgent task 
is to create a new, stable 
government. I will leave it to 
the will of parliament! 

“Weighing the fact that we 
arc a minority ruling force, it 
is incumbent upon us' to join 
hands with people who share 
policies in many aspects,” 
Mr. Hata said. 

The remarks reflected the 
coalition’s professed wish to 
regroup with sympathetic ele- 
ments within two major 
opposition parties, the LDP 
and the Social Democratic 
Party (SDP). 

The right-wing faction in 
the SDP, who call themselves 
the Democrats, vowed Satur- 
day to seek a reunion with 


the coalition. 

The ruling camp has repe- 
atedly urged the SDP, which 
left the coalition just before 
Mr. Hata formed his cabinet 
on April 28, to return to the 
government. 

The coalition renewed such 
calk earlier this week, but 
talks became bogged over the 
' SDP demand that Mr. Hata’s 
cabinet resign en masse as 
wefl as other policy differ- 
ences, legislators said. 

Following Mr. Hata’s res- 
ignation, foe LDP proposed 
talks on a new coahtion gov- 
ernment with the SDP. But 
there was no immediate 
a gre ement. 

SDP Chairman Tomiichi 
Murayama tokl a news con- 
ference that his party wel- 
comed foe resignation and 
was ready to form a new 
cabinet with other groups. 
But he did not specify its 
possible partners. 

“A stable government 
must be formed as soon as 
possible,” the Socialist leader 
said. 

The SDP has repeatedly 
criticised the Hata govern- 


ment for what it calk its 
“high -handed” and “un- 
democratic” ways, and the 
behmd-foe-scenes role play- 
ed by Ichiro Ozawa, who is 
co-leader of Mr. Hata’s Re- 
newal . Party. 

Analysts speculated that 
foe SDP could align itself 
with the LDP and the New 
Party Sakigake, a small mem- 
ber of the previous coalition 
which opted to stay out of the 
current cabinet. 

LDP President Yohei 
Kono said Saturday that his 
party would make further 
efforts to regain power. 

“We will call on parties to 
end the political confusion 
promptly,” be was quoted as 
telling a party meeting. 

The LDP lost its four- 
decade grip on power in 
general elections in July last 
year following the passage of 
a no-confidence motion 
-against Mr. Miyazawa, sup- 
ported by mass defections 
from the ruling party. 

Mr. Hosokawa announced 
his resignation in April after 
being grilled in parliament 
over a financial scandal. 


they were rebuffed by Ger- 
man authorities. 

The Western allies were 
also opposed, reluctant like 
many Germans and especial- 
ly west Berliners to forget the 
Soviet troops rote in support- 
ing the division of the city 
and foe maintenance of Com- 
munist rale in East Germany. 

There was little talk of the 
cold war nor the division of 
Berlin at Saturday’s parade, 
held in the distant southeast- 
ern district of Koepenick. 
Officials and spectators alike 
spoke of how the former 
Soviet forces had liberated 
Germany from Nazi tyranny. 

Berlin's governing Mayor 
Eberhard Diepgen, who had 
opposed a joint parade, men- 
tioned foe sacrifices Soviet 
troops had made when they 
liberated Berlin from the 
Nazis, a theme repeatedly 
echoed by Russian leaders in 
their speeches. 

“Your fathers and your 
grandfathers came as victors 
and liberators to our city. 
They ended the tyranny, 
opened the concentration 
camps and pursued Nazi cri- 
minals. This remains the 
achievement of all of you,” 
he said. 

General Matvei Burlakov, 
commander of the Russian 
forces in Gem any, reminded 
Beilin of the Soviet army’s 
enormous wartime losses. 
More than 20,000 soldiers 
were (tilled alone in foe final 
days of the battle for Berlin, 
he said. 

“We paid a heavy price for 
liberating Germany and Ber- 
lin from foe fascists," Gen. 
Burlakov said. 

The last of the 375,000 
former Soviet troops sta- 
tioned in east Germany since 
1945 are to leave in Septem- 
ber, just before the last of the 
22,000 Western allied forces 
leave Berlin. 

There are currently about 
1,500 Russian troops in Ber- 
lin, down from a peak of 
2,000. There are about 6,700 
Russian troops left in the 
former east Germany. 


Nigerian 
oil union 
calls for 
Abiola’s 
release 

LAGOS (AFP) — Nigeria’s 
powerful NUPENG cal and 
gas workers’ union 
threatened industrial action 
Saturday to demand the im- 
mediate release of impris- 
oned Nigerian pro- 
democracy leader Moshood 
Abiola. 

Mr. Abiola was jailed 
Thursday after holding a rally 
days after proclaiming him- 
self president and vowing to 
form a government on foe 
anniversary of last June’s free 
elections which were annul- 
led by the military govern- 
ment 

In a statement published 
by the daily Guardian news- 
paper, the president of the 
National Union of Petroleum 
.and Gas Workers* Wariebi 
Koko Agamene, demanded 
the unconditional release of 
Mr. Abiola and other political 
detainees. 

It also called on foe milit- 
ary government to hand over 
power to Mr. Abiola “as the 
only elected president.” 

“Failure to meet the above 
demands immediately will 
definitely force the democra- 
tic forces in the country, in- 
cluding NUPENG, to take 
necessary actions deemed fit 
to check the situation.” 

The NUPENG National 
Executive Commitee met Fri- 
day here and NUPENG 
Secretary General Frank 
KoKori told the Guardian 
that a news conference would 
be held Monday to detail its 
conclusions. 


Rwandan rebels are still doubtful 
about French military intervention 

NAIROBI (Agencies) — 

The Rwandan Patriotic front 


(RPF) is still highly doubtful 
about French military in- 
tervention in Rwanda out is 
waiting to pass judgement, 
according to comments by 
(Efferent rebel officiate. 

A U.N. spokesman, speak- 
ing by telephone from foe 
Rwandan capital Kigali 
Saturday, told AFP one 
negotiator bad said the RPF 
would renounce its opposi- 
tion to the French mission if 
it remains strictly humanita- 
rian. 

Pierre Metro quoted RTF’s 
leader to foe U.N. -brokered 
ceasefire talks, Frank 
Mugambagc, as saying that 
even if the RPF did not wel- 
come foe French arrival the 
group would not fight them if 
they stuck to their humanita- 
rian mission. 

The RPF has also appealed 
to foe United Nations to 
strengthen its peacekeeping 
force in Rwanda “as rapidly 
as possible” to facilitate the 
early pullout of foe French 
troths. 

Bat in Brussels, capital of 
foe former colonial power 
Belgium, the RPF used 
tougher language and said it 
remained “mobilised and 
to take them on.” 
forces will not seek 
contact with the French, but 
if that were to happen they 
would. fight them," said Jao- 
ques Bibozagara, a member 
of tile Front’s political lead- 
ership in Brussels. 

Mr. Bibozagara, who met 
this week in Paris with 
French Foreign Minister 
Alain Juppe, said he bad 
noted “foe French govern- 
ment’s statement of intent" 
on the intervention being 
meant as a neutral humanita- 


rian w 

7c shall observe and 
then pass judgement,” he 
said. 

The U.N. Security Council 
authorised a two-month 
French military intervention 
Wednesday. 

A French expeditionary 
force, which will have a fob 
strength of 2,500 men, 
started deploying in south- 
western Rwanda from Zaire 
Thursday, setting up safe 
havens for minority Tutsi 
people stranded inside terri- 
tory hdd by forces of the 
majority Hutu government. 

France went ahead with 
the mission despite warnings 
from the Tutsi -dominated 
RPF, which Manes France 
for arming and pr o pp in g up 
Hutu regimes in Kigali whose 
forces are blamed for most of 
tiie estimated 500,000 dead 
since April. 

Mr. Bibozagara noted 
Saturday that France had 
sent troops to Rwanda in 
1990 on a short-term mission, 
but that they had stored three 
years as advisors in Rwandan 
government forces. 

I 

The French intervention 
force of up to 2,500 men was 
also “too powerful for its 
mission” and would allow 
government forces to reorga- 
nise, he added. The rebels 
currently control more than 
half foe country and had been 
pressing their advantage re- 
cently. 

The mission continued to 
be criticised elsewhere. 

An editorial in the Belgian 
daily Le Soir echoed rebel 
warnings that the French in- 
tervention would give Hutu 
gov ernm ent forces a chance 
to rearm and organise a 
counter-offensive against foe 


rebels. 

“Even if lives are saved (it) 
is the height of humanitarian 
manipulation,” it said Satur- 
day. “The doctors and 
mobile hospitals look 
tremendously Hke the after- 
sales service of the arms mer- 
chants.” 

An official from the medic- 
al aid group Medecins Du 
Monde (Doctors of the 
World) complained that the 
arrival of French troops made 
the situation in Rwanda 
“much more unstable” as the 
rebels now fear they may 
“not win a war they thought 


they had won.’ 
Camilo 


Tome, vice- 
president of the gronp’s 
Spanish section who had just 
visited Rwanda, was ako 
quoted by the paper El Pais 
Saturday as saying the in- 
tervention “prejudices the 
work of non-governmental 
groups.” 

A total of 200 French sol- 
diers now deployed in south- 
western Rwanda continued 
their patiok and reconnaiss- 
ance mteskms Saturday to 
assess humanitarian aid 
needs, the French Army 
Press Service said in Paris. 

“The aim is to create a 
climate of confidence to 
allow non-governmental 
organisations to operate,” it 
said, adding that a coordina- 
tion group for the aid groups 
had been set up at the opera- 
tion’s border base at Goma, 
in Zaire. 

A small group went by 
helicopter farther north to 
Kibnye, on Lake Kivu, to 
meet nuns working at the 
Nyarushishi refugee camp in 
the Cyangugu region winch 
cares for around 8,000 TUtsis, 
the army said. 


South has top claim on U.N. seat — Weizsaecker 


BONN (R) — Countries of 
the less developed southern 
hemisphere have a stronger 
claim than Germany to a 
permanent seat on foe U.N. 
Security Council, outgoing 
German President Richard 
Von Weizsaecker said in an 
interview. 

Germany has been lob- 
bying hard for a permanent 
seat to take account of its 
economic might and the poli- 
tical weight it has acquired 
with unification and foe end 


of the cold war. 

But Mr. Weizsaecker, whcP 
will co-chair a commission on 
die future of the United Na- 
tions called by Secretary- 
General Boutros Ghali after 
he leaves office on June 30, 
tokl foe daily BZ die major- 
ity of U.N. members came 
from the less developed 
southern hemisphere. 

“If there are changes m the 
composition of the Security 
Council, the countries of the 
southern hemisphere must be 


taken account of above all,” 
Nfr. Weizsaecker said in foe 
interview published Satur- 
day. 

The council now has five 
permanent members — the 
United States, Russia, Bri- 
tain, China and France — 
who have veto power and 10 
other members elected for 
two-year terms. A working 
group is drafting a proposal 
to boost the council to 20 or 
25 members. 

Mr. Weizsaecker ako said 


be believed the issue of a 
permanent seat for Germany 
was linked to foe question of 
whether German troops can 
take part in U.N. missions 
abroad under the current 
constitution. 

Chancellor Helmut Kohl 
has used German participa- 
tion in U.N. peacekeeping in 
Somalia and former Yugosla- 
via to boost Germany’s claim 
for more recognition as an 
international power. 


Cedras reviews Haiti troops on eve of commercial flight bail 


PORT-AU-PRINCE (AFP) 
— Armed Forces Chief 
General Raonl Cedras visited 
military garrisons Friday 
ahead of the ban on commer- 
cial flights into Haiti that 
goes into effect at midnight, 
military sources said. 

Walls of sandbags were 
erected around the police 
headquarters and the Nation- 
al Palace while the troops 
engaged in training exercises 
that military sources said 
were in preparation for fore- 
ign military intervention. 

State television meanwhile 
has been running daily spots 
aimed at stirring up national- 
ist sentiment and fears by 
showing images of cxviHartf 
who were killed daring the 
1989 U.S. invasion of Pana- 
ma. 

Gen. Cedras has for the 
past few days been visiting 
military garrisons around the 
country, stopping at the milit- 
ary academy, the National 
Palace, Dessalines Barracks, 
the air corp and the navy. 

During his stops, foe milit- 
ary source said the general 
sharply criticised the interna- 
tional community for its 
“emotional, irrational and 


immoral behaviour,” refer- 
ring to the U.N. trade embar- 
anri fligh t ban a gains t 


The general has been 
trying to bolster morale 
among foe troops at time 
when the international com- 
munity has been tig h t enin g 
its economic embargo aimed 
at presang the military to 
step aside and allow toe rein- 
statement of ousted President 
Jean Bertrand Aristide. 

Mr. Aristide, Haiti’s first 
democratically elected presi- 
dent, was ousted in a Septem- 
ber 1991 military coup fed by 
Gen. Cedras. Mr. Aristide 
has been living in esrile in the 
United States. 

After the United States 
announced the flight ban, 
Canada followed suit, but 
France did not Air France 
was to be the only carrier 
flying out of Haiti starting 
Saturday. 

Ahead of the flight ban, 
the United States and Cana- 
da urged its nationals to leave 
Haiti but only about 3,000 of 
the 8,000 U.S. nationals reg- 
istered at the U.S. embassy 
had left Haiti Friday. 

Diplomatic sources and 


travel industry officials said 
many of those remaining 
were of Haitian origin or 
membeis of religious orga- 
nisations who have lived in 
Haiti for long periods. 

A Canadian embassy offi- 
cial here said 800 to 850 
Canadian nationals had left 
Haiti as of Friday out of a 
total of about 2,400 living in 
Haiti. 

There were few departures 
among the 1,400 French 
nationals living in Haiti, 
according to diplomats and 
airline officials, who said 
there was no sign of panic 
among the French. 

Observers here said the 
fligh t ban would affect the 
thousands of small merchants 
who make frequent shuttles 
to Miami, New York, Gtica- 
or Curacao to buy goods 
resale in Haiti. 

“The wealthy can no lon- 
ger travel to the United 
States and Canada but they 
can survive financially, while 
the victims of these measures 
cannot,” said one business 
leader who asked to remain' 
anonymous. 

As part of foe sanctions 
imposed by Washington, the 


U.S. -based Citibank and 
Bank of Boston dosed their 
brandies in Haiti. But the 
military backed government 
led by Interim President 
Kmile I nnassain f has filed 
suit seeking to reopen the 


U.S. President Bill Clinton 
ordered a freeze on Haitian 
assets in the United States, 
adding to the. $50 limit on 
financial transfers to Haiti. 

Raymond Roy, president 
of the Haitian Chamber of 
Commerce and a backer of 
Mr. Aristide, said the new 
measures were “shameful” 
because of their effect on the 
poor. 

Tbe White House mean- 
white announced that Argen- 
tine President Carlos 
Menem, who met with Mr. 
Cfinton in Washington Fri- 
day, has offered to provide 
troops if a U.N. peacekeep- 
ing force is sent to Haiti. 

^Tbe two leaders agreed 
on the urgency of restoring 
democracy to Haiti and that a 
strengthened U.N. mission in 
Haiti could contribute impor- 
tantly toward that shared 
goal,” said a White House 
statement. 


Meanwhile, caretaker 
Prime Minister Robert Maf- 
val said Friday that Haiti was 

ott^a^a^aiKi few^hP any, 
changes were fikdy before 
the tournament ends on July 
18. 

“This country is demobil- 
ised by the World Cop,” Mr. 
Malval said. “I think when 
we wake up on July 18, that’s 
the end of the World Cup 
party, that will be the begin- 
ning of the end of tbe party 
here.” 

Mr. Mahrai said the recent- 
ly tightened sanctions were 
starting to hit toe rich. 

“there is real panic. The 
people are beginning to 
die message dot tins time i 
serious,” he said. 

“Anything could happen 
here, so we are getting oar 
children out while we have 
tbe chanceT said Patrice, a 
Haiti an -American doctor 
taking his wife and two young 
children to New York. “It’s 
not too bad for us, those who 

reaSy suffer are the ones who 

can never leave ” he said. 
“We will eotne back when all 
tins is over.” 
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Brazil tame the indomitable 


Lions, clinch 2nd round berth 


STANFORD, California 
(AP) — Brazil played one 
period of good soccer against 


n. It was enough, 
i lackluster first half. 


' After a lackluster first half, 
Brazil turned on die jets and 
blew out the “Indomitable 
lions” of Cameroon 3-0 at 
Stanford Stadium Friday. Af- 
ter Romano, fired the Brazi- 
lians ahead in the 39th mi- 
nute, Marrio Santos beaded 
the second in the 63th and 
Bebcto squeezed in the third 
in the 72nd. 

The Brazilians became the 
first team to guarantee a 
berth in the second round of 
the cup with its second win in 
the games. The team beat 
Russia 2-0 Monday. 

Cameroon, which got its 
only point in a tie with 
Sweden in its opening game, 
may have to win its final 
game against Russia to adv- 
;ance. 

* -Veteran Cameroon striker 
Roger Milla made World 
Cup history as the oldest ever 
player at age 42 when be 
came on as a second.. half 
substitute. He entered ! '!be 
game seconds after colleague 
Rigpbort Bahanagi Song had 
been sent off for scything 
down Bebeto. 

“If Brazil continues to play 
its own brand of soccer it's 
hard to see that we won't win 
the competition," striker 
Romano said. “Brazil is 
starting to look like a cham- 
pion.” 

Well, not entirely. The first 


period was a sleeper except 
for Romano’s goal. 


for Romano’s goal. 

“It was more difficult than 
the Russia game," said Bra- 
zil’s coach Carlos Alberto 
Parreira. “They are a quick 


team with good technique 
and tight marking. And they 
don't feel the heat like the 
European teams. 

“During the first half we 
were nervous, it was very 
even and we had a lot of 
trouble,” be said. “In the 
second half we improved a 
lot, playing with Bebeto 
more open on the right. Bra- 
zil improved a lot technically 
and tactically.” 

At first, fans who expected 
to see the touted offensive 
showcase must have thought 
they were at the wrong game. 

Both teams started 
cautiously, as if wary of the 
other’s firepower. Cameroon 
fouled early and often, and 
defender Stefan Tataw took a 
yellow card in the 8th minute 
for hauling down Mauro Silva 
from behind as the Br azilians 

started a break. 

The Lions' 1.91-metre full- 
back Raymond Kalla Nkongo 
was a shadow to Brazilian 
striker Romario and kept him 
from unle ashing a shot in the 
early going. 

Neither team got near the 
other’s goal until tire 9th mi- 
nute, when Brazilian forward 
Bebeto sent a right-footer 
over the crossbar. 

The Brazilians claimed a 
penalty in the 13th minute 
when Donga went down in 
tire penalty area after a clum- 
sy challenge by Rigobort 
Bahanag Song but Mexican 
.referee Arturo Brizio indi- 
cated he thought Donga had 
dived. The 83,401 . fans, 
mostly behind the Brazilians, 
jeered and whistled. 

Cameroon did not get a 
shot until a harmless free kick 
in the 19th minute. But Brazil 


failed to take advantage. 

“We had problems m the 
first period. We felt our 
rhythm was different,” said 
midfielder Mauro Silva. “My 
concern was not to take a 
goala. It's Romario's func- 
tion to kill the bull, and he 
does that better than any- 


one. 

The “killer'' came alive at 
the 39th minute. 

Midfielder Dunga 
threaded a pass up the middle 
to a streaking Romario. He 
took it in full stride, waited 
until keeper Joseph- Antoine 
Bell charged then and calmly 
tapped it into the left corner. 

Four minutes later, striker 
Bebeto wasted a breakaway 
when bis right-footer from 
the top of the box sailed 
harmlessly over tbe crossbar. 

Kalla Nkongo was booked 
for rough play. But the Brazi- 
lians too collected two yellow 
cards, Bebeto for a foul and 
Mauro Silva for handling the 
ball. 

Brazil was a different team 
in the second half. With Be- 
beto fixed on the right wing, 
the offence suddenly clicked. 

In the 51st minute, fullback 
Aidair, playing for injured 
starter Ricardo Rocha, work- 
ed a brilliant give-and-go 
with Bebeto for a shot that 
Bell tipped wide. 

Jorginho broke swiftly 
down the right after the 
Brazilians intercepted the 
ball in midfield but, with 
Romario and Bebeto un- 
marked in front of goal, his 
low cross was cut out by a 
defender. 

Bebeto then sent Leonardo 
breaking through on the left 
but Tataw saved the situation 



Mexico beat Ireland 


2-1 to keep hopes alive 


s+ ,.v.» *■ 


B razilian player Donga and Rai (background) watch 
as the Cameroon defender Marc Vivien Foe kicks tbe 
ball away daring their World Cop match at Stanford 
Friday (AFP p&oto) 


for Cameroon at the expense 
, of a corner. 

Mardo Santos moved up to 
meet the flag kick and 
beaded just too high. 

Brazil's pressure was be- 
ginning to get to the Came- 
roon defence and Song was 
sent off in the 64th for crun- 
ching Bebeto as the striker 
raced down the right flank. 

That left an avenue in tbe 
Lions’ defence, and Brazil 
drove through. 


“It demoralised us because 
now it was 10 against 11 and 
we couldn’t slow them 
down,” said striker David 
Em be. 

Embe was replaced in tbe 
65 th minute by Milla, tbe 
darling of Cameroon's Cin- 
derella team in the 1990 
World Cup in Italy, when he 
scored four goals. But he had 
been on the field for only a 
few seconds when Brazil 
struck again. 


ORLANDO, Fla. (AP) — 
Lois Garda kept Mexico’s 
World Cup hopes alive Fri- 
day, scoring two sparkling 
goals from long range in a 2-1 
win over Ireland, which 
wilted in the sweltering heat 
of the Citrus Bowl green- 
house. 

Veteran striker John 
Aldridge held Ireland in the 
game up to tbe end with a 
header in the 83rd minute, 
but Irish legs were too 
drained, and goalkeeper 
Jorge Campos too hot, to 
score during a final 
onslaught 

“The Mexicans didn’t beat 
us, the weather did,” com- 
plained Ireland’s coach Jack 
Charlton. 

“We showed ex trao r d in ary 
spirit,” said coach Miguel 
Mejia Baron after his team 
came from the cellar of 
.Group E to the top with the 
win. 

All four teams in the group 
now have three points after 
two games, setting up an 
exciting finale when the final 
first-round games are played 
simultaneously Tuesday. Ire- 
land plays Norway and Italy 
meets Mexico. 

“We will enjoy tbe mo- 
ment but we have to look into 
the future and hope, the fu- 
ture only brings good things 
for us,” Baron said. 

Mexico broke open the 
game in the 44 tb minute 
when Garcia capped tbe first 


smooth combination play 
with a scorching right-foot 
drive from 20 metres. 

Prom the right, Marceiino 
Bernal centred to the middle 
where veteran forward Car- 
los Hermosillo shook off his 
defender and set up the ball 
perfectly for the unrushing 
Garda. Goalkeeper Packie 
Bonner bad no chance. 

“We ran out of steam when 
they scored just before half- 
time,” said Charlton. 

Ireland tired visibly in the 
44-degree C temperatures on 
die Citrus Bowl pitch, allow- 
ing Mexico ever more space 
to flaunt its technical skills. 

In the 65th minute, Alber- 
to Garda Aspe found Garcia 
wide open in the centre, and 
from 18 metres out, his low 
right-foot shot was lethal 


game from turning into a 

rout. . . 

Against the run of play, 
Ireland came back in the 
game when substitutes Jason 
McAteer and Aldridge com- 
bined on a typical Irish goal. 
McAteer centred from the 
right and from some 10 
metres Aldridge scored with 
a powerful downward head- 


After an unlucky loss to 
Norway, “the attack showed 
more initiative now,” said 
Baron. 

“They scored at crucial 
times,” said Charlton. 

The sold-out 61, 129- 
capacity Citrus Bowl was a 
sea of green, with fans from 
both teams sporting their tra- 
ditional colours, but Ireland 
had to play in white. 

The second goal complete- 
ly cut Ireland’s le^ and some 
players, and Chariton lost 
their cool, bitterly complain- 
ing against officials. 

Bonner made a couple of 
great saves to prevent the 


Ireland played its tradition- 
al early pressure game as long 
as it could in the stea min g 
conditions, often forcing 
Mexico back deep in its own 
half early on. On offence, 
however, it had little energy 
left to create chances. 

When it did, goalkeeper 
Campos was unbeatable. 

Ireland came dose in the 
38th minute, when Andy 
Townsend sent a dangerous 
bouncing header towards the 
low corner. But tbe catquick 
Campos, pulled off a brilliant 
one-handed save to push the 
ball wide. 


In the 57th minute, Cam- 
pos had to make a diving save 
on a John Sheridan break- 
through. 

A minute from time. Cam- ' 
pos made the save that clin- 
ched the match on a drive 
from Townsend. 

In the first half, Mexico 


displayed good individual 
skills but railed to combine 


skills but foiled to combine 
play like a team for most of 
the game. 






Swedes virtually assured of advancing after beating Russia 


PONTIAC, Mich. (AP) — 
Friday was midsummer's eve 
in Sweden, the biggest holi- 
day of the year and a day for 
celebrations. 

Especially when the 
national team beats Russia 
3-1 for its first World Cup 
victory in 20 years. 

3u£ the Swedish team will 


put the herring, schnapps and 
other traditional Swedish 


midsummer’s eve offerings 
on bold. 

“Y/e always celebrate 
when we have a victory.” 
coach Tommy Svensson said. 
“But we’ll take it easy and be 
careful because we have 
another game Tuesday. 

“The boys are serious. 
We’re already thinking about 
the next game. We want to 
win this group.” 

Striker Martin Dahlin, ■ 
whose two headers virtually 
clinched a second-round 
place for the Swedes, agreed. 

. “This is the World Cop,” 
he said. “You don't celebrate 
in the World Cup until after 
tbe final.” 

While the result virtually 
assured Sweden of advanc- 
ing, it all but eliminated the- 
Russians and will force the. 


resignation of their coach, 
Pavel Sadyrin. 

“Sadyrin will hand his res- 
ignation when we return to 
Russia,” a senior team offi- 
cial who demanded anonym- 
ity told the Associated Press 
after Friday's loss. “If he 
doesn’t resign, the Russian 
federation is likely to replace 
him.” 

Sadyrm’s leadership of the 
Russians has been in trouble 
since late last year when 15 
veteran players led a boycott 
of tbe squad, demanding 
more pay and the resignation 
of Saaynn because of alleged 
incompetence. 

Four key players — 
foreign-based Andrei Kan- 
chelskis, Sergei Kiriakov, 
Igor Kolyvanov and Igor Sha- 
limov — refused to back 
down and remained off the 
team. 

For the Swedes though, it 
was all smiles. 

Dahlin, who also scored 
Sweden’s late equaliser in a 
2-2 tie with Cameroon Sun- 
day, beaded the Swedes in 
front with a low glancing 
header in the 60th minute 
and powered in another eight 
minutes from the end. 


Dahlin, who in 1991 be- 
came the first black Swede to 
appear on the national team, 
credited teammates Jonas 
Them and Ken net Anders- 
son for setting up the goals. 

“They were two great cros- 
ses. It was not difficult for 
me,” said Dahlin, who earlier 
this year had a bat trick after 
three headers in a Bundesliga 
game for Borussia Mon- 
chengladbach. 

Dahlin collected his second 
yellow card of the tourna- 
ment and will miss the third 
first-round game against Bra- 
zil Tuesday. 

Svensson'said Dahlin bad a 
great performance. 

“He’s had a lot of good 
performances,” Svensson 
said. “Perhaps this was one 
of tbe best, if not the best.” 

It was Sweden’s first World 
Cup tournament victory since 
they beat Yugoslavia 2-1 in 
1974. 


played a more defensive role 
in midfield this time. 


112th appearance for Sweden 
and now is just three away 


Russia, a 2-0 loser to Bra- from Bjorn Nordqvist’s 
zil. has no points from two Swedish record of 115. “But 
games and Sweden has four we showed good morale and 


from two. Brazil, which beat 
Cameroon 34) earlier Friday, 
has six points from two vic- 
tories and Cameroon has one 
from two. 

The game was less than a 
minute old when Russian de- 
fender Sergei Gorlukovich 
was shown the yellow card 
for deliberately handling the 
ball during a challenge in the 
air. Five minutes after half 
time be was sent off after the 
latest of a series of fouls. 


as the game developed we got 
the upper hand.” 

The Swedes applied press- 
ure for an equaliser and, after 
Brolin had fired just wide 
from 20 metres in the 21st 
minute, Dahlin shook the 
Russian crossbar with a fierce 
drive. 

The Russians welcomed 
bade star defender Viktor 
Onopko but left out Benfica 
striker Sergei Yuran. 

Goalkeeper Dmitry Khar- 



Salenko’s goal at the in- ine was shown the yellow 
door Pontiac Silverdome be- card for time wasting and was 


Mexican soccer Cans dash with police 
Friday at the Monument of Independ- 
ence in Mexico City after the Mexican 


national soccer team beat Inland 2-1 
in their World Cup mat c h in Orlando, 
Florida (AFP photo) 


fore 71,528 fens, inducting 
several thousand Swedes, 
gave the Russians an unex- 
pected early boost, however. 


beaten in tbe 39th minute 
from the penalty spot. 

Gorlukovitch was penal- 
ised for polling Dahlia’s shirt 


Clashes mar Mexican celebration 


peered early boost, however, ised for polling Dahlia s shirt 
Roger Ljung challenged as the Swedish striker aimed 
Alexander Borodiuk near the to tiy and turn tbe ball in and 


Salenkoi fired the Russians 
ahead from tbe penalty spot 
in die fourth minute and 
Tomas Brolin levelled, also 
from the spot, in the 39th. It 
was the third goal in the last 
four games for Brolin, who 


6-metre line and the Russian Brolin drove the ball firmly in 
striker went down. French -for his 19th goal in Swedish 


referee Joel Quiniou said it colours. 


was a penalty and Salenko Three minutes into the 


stroked in the spot kick second half, Dmitri Rad- 


almost casually. chenko sho 

“It was a tough penalty," the Swedis 
said goalkeeper Thomas goalkeeper 
Ravel li, who was making his to beat. 


chenko shot across the face of 
the Swedish goal with only 
goalkeeper Thomas Raveljj 


MEXICO CITY (AP) — 
Hundreds of rowdy World 
Cup fens battled riot police, 
hurling rocks and bottles Fri- 
day as an impromptu party by 
tens of thousands celebrating 
Mexico's victory over Ireland 
turned violent. 

At last 36 people were in- 
jured as police dubbed and 
punched youthful fens who 
marred an otherwise joyous 
street fiesta in a heavy down- 


pour after Mexico's 2-1 first- 
round victory in Orlando, 
Florida. 

“Oh, my leg, my leg,” 
cried Lupita Lopez, a 40- 
year-old woman hit by a bot- 
tle as thousands of people 
surged around foe 12-story 
Monument of Independence, 


a stone column capped by a 
sculpture of a gilded angel, 
within minutes of the vie- 
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Tnrino restaurant in Swei- 
fish has announced a spe- 
■ dal-occasion promotion 

offer for tbe World-Cup ‘94 
football games. Any guest 
or host having lunch or din- 
■ner at Torino will be given 
a free lottery ticket to par- 
ticipate in a raffle to win a 
round trip, two-way ticket 
Am man- Rome aboard 
Royal Jordanian. 


Overheard at 
Turino... 

in Swei- ^ WM World C 

fofootion -klflU Ol selected 

■Cup ‘94 E/TttT** draw ti 

ay guest J| and the 


lory, which revived Mexico's 
hopes of advancing to tbe 
second round of the tourna- 
ment, tens of thousands 
surged from offices, res- 
taurants and homes, converg- 
ing on tbe monument that is a 
traditional rallying point for 
soccer fens. 


' ticket Tickets will be given to 
aboard diners at Torino until the 
dosing ceremony of the 


World Cup "94 on 17 July. 

A guest at Turino, 
selected at random, will 
draw the winning ticket, 
and the results of tbe lot- 
tery will be announced a 
few days later. In a recent 
ad, Turino d aimed itself 
“the headquarters of 
change,” in a reference to 
its new style of promotion 
and rampaig w. 


JOB OPPORTUNITY 



Qpen From 11AM. - 11 P.M. 
Rest From 2 P. M . - 4 P. M . 


Large German consulting firm is looking for an experienced secretary, capable of running tbe 
office affafrs for a team of approx. 12 engineering and ma wa gem m * advisers. 





Orii'aniztul T>v 


For Orii'juii/.iius Far 


Required qualifications and experience should be as per below mentioned job profile: 

- Minimum 5 years experience in working for a private company. 

- Professional education through well-reputed secretarial centre or business school. 
-Fluent spoken and written English. Working knowledge of German would be an 

advantage. 

-Excellent knowledge and handling of ai feast either WinWord or WordPerfect, 
wordprocessing software and working knowledge of a spreadsheet programme, working 
experience in PC networks and handling E-mail would be of advantage. , 

- Well familiar with and handling of office procedures like all regular secretarial work, fast 
typing in Arabic and English, filing, handling of petty cash and simple bookkeeping, 
organisation of communications between different offices. 

We offer an attractive remuneration depending on qualification and performance. 

Applications in writing, containing all relevant bio data and references shall be received 
not later than 03.07.94 and addressed to: 

OMS Project 
AtL Mr. Kachel 
P.O.Box 926238 
Amman, HK of Jordan 


There were similar victory 
celebrations around Mexico. 
In tbe state capital of Guada- 
lajara, thousands of celebrat- 
ing fens crowded around the 
city's Minerva Fountain, 
snarling traffic on the 13 
streets that feed into it. 

The ruling Institutional 
Revolutionary Party took 
advantage of the occasion to 
hire a band that played music 
for the crowd. 

At least 12 people were 
injured in the crush of celeb- 
rants in Guadalajara, three of 
them seriously, police said. 
But there were no signs of 
dashes between celebrants 
and some 400 unarmed police 
dispatched to provide crowd 
control. 

In Mexico City, mariachi 
music erupted as more than 
200 riot police behind plastic 
shields ringed the grassy traf- 
fic circle, home to the monu- 
ment, and eyed the fast- 
growing throng. 

Thousands massed around 
the monument on the Paseo 
de la Reforma, the city’s 
main east-west throhghfare, 
but most fled down the tree- 
lined avenue and into side 
streets when the violence 
erupted. 

Gleeful shouts of “Viva 
Mexico” turned to screams as 


and forcccf the people to flee. 
“Jerks jerks” people shouted 
in tbe surging crowd as firec- 
rackers exploded and 
thousands of peaceful fens 
ran. 

Violent fans in tbe largely 
peaceful crowd then counter 
attacked police wife a fierce 
barrage of shattering bottles, 
bricks, rocks and shoes 
smashing against the riot 
shields. 

One fen hit by a bottle 
stumbled away, his face 
bleeding. Plainclothes offic- 
ers punched and kicked in 
return during the nearly two- 
hour battle, and one officer 
roughly grabbed a youth by 
ms hair and led him away. 

The police were outnum- 
bered, however. 

Hundress of celebrants 
broke through police lines 
and climbed up the base of 
the monument, waving 15 - 
foot (5- metre) Mexican flap* 
and shouting curses as the 
not officers withdrew and 
vanished from the scene. 

Sixteen people were tre- 
ated for cuts, bruises and 
blows, including four chil- 
dren. said a Red Cross doctor 
who spoke on condition of 
not being named. 

Authorities said at least 20 
not police were also injured 
and that an unspecified {lum- 
ber of arrests were made. 
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Bulgaria, Greece try to 
rebound from thrashings 


Romanian desperadoes Belgium advance to World Cup 
take aim at the U.S. 2nd round; Saudis stun Morocco 


CHICAGO (R) — Bulgaria 
aod Greece, 'probably i'lhe 
least impressive teams at the 
World Ojp finals, will try to 
put opening match thrashings 
behind them Sunday in an 
all-or-nothing dash in Group 
D. 

Defeat for either squad will 
effectively mean their early 
exit from the 24-team tourna- 
ment. Both coaches were dis- 
mayed by their teams' lack of 
fight in their debut matches 
and plan to shake up their 
sides to inject more pace and 
ideas. 

“Out ambitions are very 
serious and we want to beat 
Greece because that is our 
only chance of going into the 
second round,’ 1 Bulgarian 
coach Dimitar Penev said. 
“But they are also playing to 
win and this will make our 
task very difficult.'' 

Greek coach Alketas pana- 
goulias will make up to four 
changes, switching from the 
defence-oriented plan in 
Greece's World Cup finals 
debt against Argentina. 

Greece were unlucky 
enough to be the first to play 
the new-look, go-for-goals * 
Argentina and were roundly 


thrashed 4-0. Bulgaria were 
run ragged by Nigeria, losing 
3-0. 

Penev was not impressed 
by his side’s lack of fire in the 
second half and has yarned 
be plans to at least make one 
change in midfield and one in 
defence to raise the team’s 
tempo. 

Even allowing for the up- 
sets that have prepared USA 
*94, it is hard to see Greece 
beating Nigeria and Bulgaria 
overcoming Argentina in 
their final fust-round games. 

A draw would leave both 
sides with little hope of pro- 
ceeding further mid Pana- 
go till as plans to go on the 
attack. 

“We’re going to change 
our tactics. We played too 
conservatively against Argen- 
tina — we can’t play like that 
again,” said Panagoulias, 
who has also had to shake his 
players out of a dangerous 
complaoeny. 

Team officials said the 22 
players in the squad appeared 
to believe they had adiieved 
their World Cup goal when 
they became the first Greek 
side to qualify for the finals. 

Ilias Atmatsides is ex- 


Shocked Colombia goes 
on salvage mission 


* SAN FRANCISCO. Califor- 
nia (AFP) — Shell-shocked 
Colombia coach Francisco 
Maturana has pleaded with 
his players to go out and win 
back their honour against 
Switzerland Sunday. 

Successive defeats to 
Romania and the United 
States mean Colombia w3I be 
going home early when 
everyone had expected them 
to be involved in the tourna- 
ment until the last week. 

“We have disappointed a 
lot of people and we can only 
try to retrieve our pride and 
play as we were taught to,” 
said captain Carlos Valdenra- 
ma. 

Maturana, who takes over 
as coach at Atletico Madrid 
next season after his second" 
spell in charge of Colombia, 
could offer no plausible ex- 
planation for the sudden loss 
of form. 

“It's true we had a lot of 
outside interference but 
that's nothing new. We just 
never got going. We were too 
elaborate in our first game 
and made mistakes and 
panicked in the second,” he 
said. ^ 

Colombia had not lost two 
successive games since being 
beaten by Brazil and Argenti- 
na in the 1991 Copa America 
South American cham- 


pionship. 

Maturana was forced to 
drop Gabriel Jaime Gomez 
after death threats from 
Bogota to bomb his and the 
midfielder’s homes. 

Switzerland, who made 
sure of qualifying by drawing 
1-1 with the United States 
and beating Romania 4-1, 
will be keen stay on the West 
Coast as group winners. 

They played their first two 
matches indoors in Detroit 
and will want to avoid a trip 
to Washington as group 
nmners-np. 

Switzerland’s first World 
Cup success since beating Ita- 
ly 4*1 in Basle in 1954 hoisted 
them to the top of the group, 
and English coach Roy 
Hodgson was expected to 
name the same side that 
triumphed over Romania. 

Probable teams 

Colombia: Oscar Cordoba; 
Andres Escobar, Luis Her- 
rera, Luis Carlos Perea, Wil- 
son Perez, Herman Gaviria, 
Carlos Valdeirama, Leone! 
Alvarez, Freddy Rincon, 
Antony de Avila, Faustina 
Asprilla. 

Switzerland; Marco Pascolo: 
Marc Hottiger, Yvan Quen- 
tin, Dominique Herr, Alain 
Geiger, Georges Bregy, 
Alain Sutter, Cbristophe 
Ohrel, Adrian Knup, Ciriaco 
Sforza. Stephane Chauisat. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
& TANNAH HIRSCH 

l.aiu-i- Me<su « 


ANSWERS TO WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 


Q.l — Easl-Wesi vulnerable, as 
S»ulh yuu hold; 

*‘>7 .108765 KQ5 4KJ8 
Tiit bidding has proceeded: 

North East South West 

1 Pass ? 

What do yuu hid nnw? 

A. — This depends on your melb- 
uds. K you play limit raises, ibis 
hand just qualifies. Jf you do not, 
settle for a raise to two hearts, albe- 
it it’s a maximum. Anything else 
would distort the bidding. 

Q. 2— East-West vulnerable, as 
South you hold: 

*97 108765 KQ5 4KJ8 

The bidding has proceeded; 

South East North West 

Pass Pass I Pass 

7 

What dn you bid now? 

A.— Partnership agreements have 
little impact un decisions by a 
passed hand. Sin re a jump M three 
hearts here is no longer forcing, 
making iu in effect, a limit raise, we 
would now choose that bid regard- 
less of methods. 

Q.3 — Both vulnerable, as South 

vou hold: 

♦A962 J4 A52 4Q10B3 
The bidding has proceeded; 

North East South West 

1 : Pass 1 * Pass 

1 NT Pa** ? 

What action do V"U take? 

A. — Even though partner has 
shown a balanced minimum, game 
U still a fmssihility shnuid partner 
1.,. at the top of his range. You can 
mnvey that with an invitarional 
. r.iise to two no trump. 

Q.4 — East-West vulnerable, a? 
South vou hold; 


♦AK753 TK6 v K9742 44 
The bidding has proceeded; 

West North East South 

I 4 Pass 1 C* ? 

What action do you take? 

A. — Possession of the spade suit 
confers so many advantages in the 
auction that the modern tendency 
is to overcall rather than double 
whenever you hold a five-card 
spade suit- This holding also haB 
some lead-directing benefits, so we 
would opt for one spade. 

Q. 5— Easi-West vulnerable, as 
South you hold; 

4KS742 TK6 CAK75S 44 
The bidding has proceeded: 

West North East South 
1 4 Pass IT ? 

What action do you take? 

A. — Here our spade suit is so ane- 
mic that we would downgrade the 
holding to four- card status— we 
wouldn't want partner competing 
further in the suit with only a doub- 
leton. As a result, our choice would 
be a takeout double. 

Q.6 — Both vulnerable, as South 
you hold; 

4A109762 T0B vKQ 4A42 
The bidding has proceeded: 

North East South West 

1 NT Pass 3 * Pass 

A 4 Pass ? 

What action do you take? 

A. — If partner had a maximum no- 
trump opening with good spade 
support, he would have made an 
advance cue-bid instead of simply 
raising. That would suggest slam is 
out uf reach, so any move by you 
might jeopardise a secure game con- 
tract- Pass. 
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Today’s matches 

Group D: Bulgaria vs. 
Greece in Chicago at 19:30 
Amman time. 

Group A: U.S. vs. Romania in 
Los Angeles at 23:00 Am- 
man time. 

Group A: Switzerland vs. 
Colombia in San Francisco 
at 23:00 time. 

petted to replace Antonis 
Minou in goal and the 
changes throughout the rest 
of the side will aim to in- 
crease its mobility, speed and 
attacking potential. 

_This will probably mean 
Tasos Mitropoulosr the old 
man of the squad at 36, will 
play from the start after com- 
ing on late in the Argentina 
game as a substitute. 

Bulgaria’s key players 
Hristo Stoichkov and Emil 
Kostainov will be closely 
marked but Greece is unlike- 
ly to repeat the man-to-man 
marking that failed complete- 
ly against Argentina’s Diego 
Maradona and Gabriel Batis- 
tuta. 

Penev’s options for beefing 
up the attack have been cut 
by an ankle injury suffered by 
Nasko Sirakov. 

Sirakov is unlikely to play 
and Penev may decide to 
pVush Ivailo Vordanov up 
front and include either Bon- 
cho Genchev or Georgi 
Georgiev in midfield to give 
the attack more bite. 


LOS ANGELES, California 
(AFP) — The United States, 
euphoric after their 2-2 upset 
of Colombia, will run into a 
Romanian side fighting for 
their lives when they meet in 
their final Group A match 
here Sunday. 

The afterglow of America’s 
first World Cup win in 44 
years, over opponents tipped 
as contenders for the title, 
was as warm as the sunshine 
at their southern California 
headquarters. 

While they basked in both, 
the Romanians headed back 
on their second trip across 
three time zones, looking for 
redemption after their dis- 
astrous 4-1 loss to Switzer- 
land in Detroit. 

“We have a hard task 
ahead of us with our game 
against the USA,” said 
Romanian coach Anghel Ior- 
danescu. “We need at least 
one point against the USA. 
We have few days to recover 
and we have to again change 
time zones.” 

Iordanescu said the loss to 
Switzerland was largely due 
to individual mistakes. 

As of Friday, he was offer- 
ing no clues as to any tactical 
adjustments or team changes, 
though Ro mania wfll be with- 
out forward Ion Vladoiu, 
who was sent off against 
Switzerland. 

“I would say individual 
errors determined the re- 
sult,” he said. “There were 
many of them, but we will 
examine them dosely and 
will not make them in the 
next game.” 

The United States are 
almost certain to qualify after 
their victory over Colombia 
and a draw with die Swiss. 

If they could win Group A 
— a thought nnimagineable 
less than a week earlier — 
they would play their second- 
round match in the Rose 
Bowl and not have to move 


“It’s important to end up 
number one in our group,” 
said Ernie Stewart, who 
scored the winner against 
Colombia. “Then we can stay 
in Los Angeles.” 

But coach Bora Milutino- 
vic said the only real concern 
was getting through. r 

“The important thing is to 
be in,” he said. “I wouldn’t 
worry about what position to 
be in." 

The United States know 
that if Romania succeed in 
rectifying their mistakes, and 
have a good game from star 
midfielder Gheorgbe Hagi 
they will be hard to beat. 

“Romania is pretty much 
known as a team who one day 
is hot and one day is not 
altogether, and that’s what 
they have shown so far in the 
World Cup,” said U.S. assis- 
tant coach Sigi Schmid. “So 
you’re not sure which Roma- 
nia is going to show up, the 
one that beat Colombia or 
the one that sort of fell apart 
a little bit when they played 
the Swiss. 

“But for sure, Romania is 
a team that can be very 
dangerous, and we have to be 
prepared.” 

Schmid said be did not 
think the U.S. team would 
suffer from let-down in the 
wake of their Colombia win. 

“We're still relatively new 
to international successes and 
I don't think we’re overconfi- 
dent,” he said. 

The match will be the U.S. 
team’s 100th international 
since they were knocked out 
of the 1990 World Cup in 
three first-round defeats. 

Marcelo Balboa, whose 
near-goal with a spectacular 
overhead kick was a hi g hli g ht 
of the dash with Colombia, 
will reach a personal milesr 
tone if he is named to the 
starting team, equalling 
Bruce Murray’s record for 
caps with 93. 


ORLANDO (Agencies) — 
Belgium beat arch-rivals the 
Netherlands 1-0 in an exciting 
duel Saturday and ensured 
their passage into the second 
round of me World Cup. 

Defender Philippe Albert, 
who missed Belgium's open- 
ing 1-0 win over Morocco in 
the sweltering Orlando Citrus 
Bowl last Sunday, pounced in 
the 66th minute to give his 
side a six-point tally from two 
games in Group F. 

Marc Degryes, scorer of 
the winner against Morocco, 
took a corner on the left 
which was beaded on for 
Albert to hook home from 
inside the penalty area. 

In New York, Mohammad 
A1 Deayea, the goalkeeper 
whose blunder cost Saudi 
Arabia their opening match 
against the Netherlands, 


turned hero as the Gulf king- 
dom churned a 2-1 win over 
Morocco here Saturday. 

The Moroccans, vastly 
more experienced than their 
rivals in the first all-Arab 
World Cup clash, spent most 
of the match camped in the 
Saudi half. 

But apart from Moham- 
mad Chaouch's 27th minute 
tap-in they could not find a 
way past the inspired A1 
Deayea and they were left to 
bitterly regret a series of 
squandered first half chances 
and the terrible error by their 
own keeper that led to the 
Saadi winner. 

Khalil Azmi completely 
misjudged Fuad Amin 
Anwar’s hopeful 30-metre 
drive in first half injury time 
and allowed it to fly past him 
at waist height in the centre 


of bis goal. 

It was the second time the 
Saudis, playing in their first 
World Cup finals, had taken 
the lead completely against 
the run of play. 

The talented Moroccans; 
who had come so close to 
beating Belgium in their 
opening match, were stunned 
when Sami Al Jaber won 
then converted a 7th minute 
penalty. 

The Saudi striker chested 
down a long through ball on 
his ride's first attack of the 
match, burst into the box arid 
set to shoot before being sent 
crashing to the ground by 
Noureddine Naybet’s clumsy 
challenge. 

Al Jaber got up and slotted 
the ball past Azmi to give 
Saudi Arabia the lead . " ' 


Sampras, Becker, Navratilova 
into 4th round at Wimbledon 


WIMBLEDON, England 
(AP) — Immtme to the rash 
of Wimbledon upsets, top- 
seeded Pete Sampras and 
nine- time champion Martina 
Navratilova mused through 
third-round matches Satur- 
day. 

Sampras trounced fellow 
American Chuck Adams, 6- 
1, 6-2, 6-4, in a match sus- 
pended by rain late Friday. 
The dgfet wrKng champion to 
yet to lose a set in his three 
matches, winning the last two 
in less than 90 minutes. 

“Hopefully I can maintain 
this level — “I’ve played 
extremely solid,” he said. 
But be described his fourth- 
round foe, hard-serving 
Czech Daniel Vacek, as “ex- 
tremely dangerous.” 

Navratilova, seeking her 
10th title at the age of 37, 


triumphed 6-3, 6-2 over 
American Lindy Harvey- 
Wikl, who had won the only 
previous match between 
them. Like Sampras, Navra- 
tilova has not lost a set yet, 
and has a dear shot at the 
title following the first-round 
ouster of top-seeded defend- 
ing champion Steffi Graf. 

Hie new favourite, no. 2 
seed Arantxa Sanchez Vicar- 
io, routed Nancy Feber of 
Belgium, 6-2, 6-1, but needed 
tratment during the match for 
a sore shoulder. 

Fifth-seeded Jana Novot- 
na, who broke into tears after 
blowing a 4-1 third-set lead 
over Graf in last year's final, 
fought back from a second- 
set lapse to beat Dominique 
Monami of Belgium, 6-0, 4-6, 
64). 

Novotna appeared to be 


floundering when Monamr 
took a 4-0 lead in the second 
set, but the Czech saved six’ 
set points and extended the 1 
set to 65 minutes before los- 
ing it, then overpowered her- 
21-year-old foe while losing' 
only seven points in the third; 
set. 

Three-time champion' 
Boris Becker and No. 9 seed 
Andrei Medvedev of Ukraine 
each won to set up a fourth- 
round showdown. Becker,’ 
the No. 7 seed, beat Javier 
Frana of Argentina, 7-6 (7- 
4), 6-4.1-6, 6-3, and Med- 
vedev defeated Richard 
Frotcberg of Australia, 7-6, 
(7-4) 6-3, 5-7, 64. 

In the big match for home- 
country fans, Jeremy Bates 
became the first British man 
to win on centre court since 
1985. 


European clubs clamour for U.S. World Cup players 


MISSION VIEJO, California 
(R) — European soccer dubs 
have made at least four 
offers, one worth more than 
$1 million, to sign U.S. play- 
ers after their surprise World 
Cup showing, the American 
team manager said Friday. 

“We have four bona-fide 
offers for players from dubs 
in Europe,” Bill Nuttall told 
reporters at the U.S. training 
camp. America look set to 
reach the second round after 
beating Colombia 2-1 and 
drawing with Switzerland 1-1 
in Group A. 

“These are players who are 
under contract to the (U.S. 
soccer) federation,” he said, 
declining to identify the play- 
ers or chibs. 

Nine of the U.S. squad’s 22 ‘ 
World Cup players are con- 
tracted to dubs overseas and 
are paid a flat $1,000 per 
appearance for the United 
States. 


For example, John Harkes 
and Roy Wegerle play in 
England while Tab Ramos 
plays in Spain, Eric Wynalda 
in Germany, Ernie Stewart in 
the Netherlands and Cle 
Kooiman in Mexico. 

The other 13 players have 
contracts with the federation 
and earn between $3,000 and 
$6,500 a month. 

“All the offers are worth 
half a million dollars plus, 
and the highest is for $1.1 
million,” said Nuttall. The 
U.S. federation stood to get 
90 per cent of any transfer 
fees. 

“I am getting three in- 
quiries a day about players, 
but until they are concrete 
offers I don’t tell theplayere. 

“Of course we will do all 
we can to make our players 
stay around for the (prop- 
osed) MLS (major league 
soccer) or maybe work out 
some land of loan option.. 


DUTY FREE - 1986 Honda Accord Sports 
American Speci f ic a t i ons 

Featuring pop-up headlights, cruise control, air condition- 
ing, etc. Very economical. Immaculate condition and 
garage maintained by UK trained mechanic. Lady owner, 
must sell due to sudden transfer to Cairo. JD 32504)00 
(O.N.O.). 

Tel.: 643230 (4 pjn. onwards) 


y nerwo 

roihCig^fT: 
STEAKS a go go ... 
at the %ozena Inn 
613572 


But if it’s a good offer it’s up 
to the player,” said Nuttafi. 

One player who could be 
on the shopping list of several 
European date is surprise 
American midfielder Mike 
Sorber, who has played in 
both tiie Americans’ matches 
so far. 

“I have not had any real 
thoughts about it, as I am 
focused on the World Cup, 
but there has been some in- 
terest,” be told Reuters. 

“I’m inclined to stay here 
mid help the new league, tat U-S. player Ernie Stewart (centre) 

“d teammates Tom Dooley (left) and 
John Harkes after scoring the second 
it starts and it would be a goal for the U.S. In their match. 

challenge to play in Spain or J 

Germany.” 1 


^M*VILLA FOR RENT & LOTS OF 
RVfHHBHFLATS , WITH OR WITHOUT 

PLEASE CALL : JORDAN PROPERTY 
CONSULTANTS TEL : 829882 / 829883 


WANTED IMMEDIATELY 

A Sri Lankan or Ftlipina housemaid and babysit- 
ter to work with Saudi family. 

Please call Tel. 698377 


FURNISHED FLAT FOR RENT 

Area: 180 square metres with central heating and 
telephone. Consists of 3 bedrooms, dining room, 
salon, 2 bathrooms and three balconies. 

Location'. Near Hisham Hotel at the Fourth Circle. 

Call tel.: 712415 - 714416 


FOR SALE „ 

1982 Mercedes 230E. Full option. Good 
condition. 

Duty Free. 

Cali: Charles Coghlin 
Canadian Embassy, Tel.: 666124 



against Colombia Thnrsday at the 
Rose Bowl. The U.S. won 2-1 (AFP 
photo) 


Associated roitii 
tbs roorld cup EH 


Buy " 21 " P.C.S of 
Fried Chicken and Get 
5 Cans of Pepsi 
FREE! 

AND many presents 
for you ! 

Swiefieh - As si Center 
TeL: 863955 





Cinema TeL: 634144 Cinema 

PHILADELPHIA 


Tel.: 699238 I Cinema 


Tel.: 677420 


PLAZA 


CONCORD 


TeL: 618274 - 618275 Tel.: 675571 Nabil & Hisham's TeL: 625155 

AMMOUN THEATRE NabQ Al Mashini Theatre AHLAN THEATRE 


JURASSIC PARK 

Shows: 12-30, 3:3Q, 6:15, 8:30. 10:30 


Revenge Otf The KercSs 
Shows: 12-30, 3:15, 5:00, 630, 8:30. 1030 


CONCORD T 

MEME 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 1030 

CONCORD *2’ 

9% WEEKS 

Shows; 12:30, 3:30. 6.-00, 8:15. 10:15 


Soon the new ptoylli 


Today & Everyday 
Abu Awwad in social comedy 

“PUNCTURED BAG” 


Present their plav: 
lTZLT.":' PSACSSI 

(SaEam Ya Salam) 

Daily at 8:30 p.m. 

The theatre is closed on Tues 
days. 







news in brief 1 1 British veto 


Poll predicts Rabin to win next elections 

TEL AVIV (AFP) — An opinion poll published Saturday 
predicted that Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin would 
be reelected in the next elections, but with only 29 per cent 
of the vote. The poll, carried out by Haifa University, 
showed 14 per cent of the votes going to opposition Likud 
Party leader Benjanmin Netanyahu, eight per cent to 
Foreign Minister Shimon Peres and four per cent to former 
Defence Minister and leading Likud member Ariel Sharon. 
But more than 50 per cent of those asked said they backed 
Mr. Rabin's premiership. He is now half-way through his 
four-year term. The poll, which has a two per cent margin 
of error, was carried out this week among 650 Jewish 
Israelis aged 18 or over. Mr. Rabin told Israel Radio: 
“These results don't impress me, and Will not stop me 
achieving my goals, even if my government does not enjoy 
the support of the majority of the population for the next 
two years.” 

Germans sentenced lor arms sales to Iraq 

MUENSTER, Germany (AFP) — A court here handed 
prison sentences to three German businessmen Friday for 
having illegally sold Iraq $28 million worth of equipment 
used to extend the range of Scud missiles in the Guff war. 
Dietrich Hinze, 55, and Peter Hue Ken , 62, owners of the 
H.H. Metalform company, received jail terms of 34 to 35 
months respectively, but were conditionally released be- 
cause they had been remanded in custody for 23 months. 
Hie three men were also found guilty of having sold Libya 
a machin e in 1990 used to make a missile combustion 
chamber. German law requires special permission to sell. 
militar y hardware overseas. Unlike some other Western 
countries, such as France, Germany has forbidden arms 


sales to Iraq for more than 30 years. But during the 1991 
Gulf war, U.S. undercover agents found that a number of 
German firms had illegally helped Baghdad obtain arms. 
Several businessmen were sentenced while others are still 
on trail. 


UAE blames Asians for drug trafficking 

ABU DHABI (AFP) — Asians cany cut most of the 
drug-trafficking into United Arab Emirates (UAE) ports 
but fewer narcotics were seized in 1993, the Interior 
Ministry security chief said Saturday. Colonel Mohammad 
Outran told the official agency Warn that 405 kilogrammes 
of drugs were seized in 1993 compared with 715 kilogram- 
mes in 1992. Some 976 people took part in smuggling 
operations in 1993. “Asians still account for the bulk of 
those seized in drug smuggling and trade activities,’* he 
said, in comment marking the world day for combating 
drugs on Sunday. Col. Outran said the 1993 figure included 
53 kilogrammes of heroin, 43 kilogrammes of opium and 
the rest was hashish, cocaine, narcotic pills and khat, a 
drag-like herb used widely in Yemen but banned in Gulf 
.states. Drugs busted in the UAE hit a record four tonnes in 
1991, when a three-tonnes shipment of hashish was seized 
off Sharjah. Several Pakistanis were arrested in connection 
with the incident. Experts said the UAE accounted for 
nearly half the drugs seized in the six-nation Gulf Coopera- 
tion Council (GCC) because of its lax* laws, poorly guarded 
long coastline and proximity to drug producing countries. 
An anti-drug crackdown in Iran has also forced smugglers 
to switch to routes through the UAE and other GCC states 
to reach their targeted markets in Europe. 

Drugs seized in southeastern Iran 

TEHRAN (AFP) — Security forces raided a gang of 
drug-traffickers in southeastern Iran seizing two tonnes of 
drugs destined for Turkey, the official IRNA news agency 
reported Saturday. As many as 15 traffickers were killed or 
wounded during the raid in the region of Sara van in 
Sistan-Baluchestan province bordering Pakistan, IRNA 
said without giving further details. The narcotics were 
destined for Turkey, Iran's western neighbour, it said. A 
“large amount” of arms and ammunition was also seized, 
including rocket-propelled grenades, IRNA said. Iran is a 
transit route for European and North American markets 
via Turkey. The authorities have stepped up the fight 
against drug trafficking in recent years, seizing some 95 
tonnes of drugs and arresting thousands of smugglers last 
year. 


CORFU, Greece (R) — Bri- 
tain vetoed the appointment 
Belgian Prime Minister Jean- 
Luc Dehaene on Saturday as 
head of the European Com- 
mission, isolating itself within 
the European Union (EU) 
and plunging the bloc into 
crisis. 

The move sank a well- 
orchestrated celebration — 
designed to display the bloc’s 
new relations with Russia and 
four members-in-waiting — 
and forced an emergency 
summit to be called for July 
15 in Brussels. 

“My judgement will not 
change under any circumst- 
ances- There is no point in 
inviting me to reconsider,” 
British Prime Minister John 
Major told the summit. 

Mr. Major was acting 
under intense pressure from 
the Euro^cepoc members of 
his divided Conservative Par- 
ty who view Mr. Dehaene as 
a dangerous enthusiast for 
deeper European integra- 
tion. 

The veto almost certainly 
means the 12 wiD have to 
look for somebody else to 
replace Frenchman Jacques 
Delon, who is to leave the 
commission in January, 
although Mr. Dehaene 
announced he would remain 
a candidate. 

Britain’s isolation was re-. 


minisc ent of the turbulent 
1980s when blnnt-spoken 
Prime Minister Margaret 
Thatcher dashed repeatedly 
with the other 11 states in 
many furious rows over 
money and the pace and 
direction of European in- 
tegration. 

Greek Prime Minister 
Andreas Papandreou, host 
and chairman of the summit, 
said tiie veto reflected Bri- 
tain’s outrider role in the 
12-nation bloc. 

“The British insistence on 
not accepting the proposal of 
all the others is due very 
likely to a completely diffe- 
rent approach to a united 
Europe and what duties and 
responsibilities one has in 
being a member of the un- 
ion,” he said. 

Saturday’s veto came after 
an extraordinary series of 
meetings between the EU 
leaders that began with a 
secret ballot late on Friday 
and involved them being cal- 
led back for more consulta- 
tions in the early hours of 
Saturday as many were in 
their cars beading for their 
hotels. 

An i nfo r ma l poll gave Mr. 
Dehaene eight votes, Dutch 
Prime Minister Ruud Lub- 
bers three votes and EU 
Trade Commissioner Leon 
Brittan, Mr. Major’s candi- 
date, one vote. . 



P OLICE G RADUATES; The first batch 166 
Palestinians to graduate as policemen after 


comraes in the Gaza Strip receive their 
nt on Saturday (AFP photo) 


‘No AID office in East Jerusalem’ 


U.S.-N. Korean 
summit possible 


Washington (ap) — 

The U.S. government offered 
assurances to concerned 
members of Congress on Fri- 
day that East Jerusalem will 
not be used as a headquarters 
for distributing assistance to 
Palestinians on the West 
Bank and in Gaza. 

J- Brian Atwood, adminis- 
trator of the Agency for In- 
ternational Development 
(AID), informed the group 
Friday that the office would 
not be set up m East Jeru- 
salem. 

There have been reports in 
recent days that East Jeru- 
salem had been under consid- 
eration for the office. 

About a dozen members of 
Congress had complained last 


week that placing the AID 
office in East Jerusalem 
could bolster Palestinian 
claims to the city. 

Mr. Atwood met with 
them, and according to admi- 
nistration and congressional 
source, said AID did not 
intend to open an office in 
East Jerusalem. “That is not 
an option,” be was quoted as 
saying. 

Instead, die AID adminis- 
trator said Jericho and Gaza 
would be considered, and 
that the choice depended in 
part on security. He also did 
not rale out West Jerusalem. 

Later, in a telephone inter- 
view with the Associated 
Press, Mr. Atwood said, “we 
never intended to put an 
office in East Jerusalem. It 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) 
— U.S. President Bill Clin- 
ton could hold a summit 
meeting with North Korean 
counterpart Kim II Sung if 
Pyongyang mends its ways, 
U.S. Secretary of State War- 
ren Christopher has said. 

“If they would join the 
community of nations in a 
proper way, if they would 
start having the kind of con- 
duct that justifies a meeting 
with tiie president of the Un- 
ited States, I'm sure Presi- 
dent Clinton would be glad to 
do so,” Mr. Christopher said 
in an interview on CNN tele- 
vision. 

But for the present, Mr. 
Kim “has not established the 
kind of a record” that would 
justify a summit meeting with 
President Clinton, he added. 

Washington and Pyon- 
gyang do not have diplomatic 
relations, but both countries 
arc due to meet early next 
month in Geneva to discuss 
bilateral relations. 

U.S. and North Korean 
diplomats took the first steps 
Friday toward resuming 


negotiations suspended over 
disputes over Pyongyang’s 
nuclear programme, the 
State Department said. 

The officials met in New 
York to plan the third round 
of high-level talks scheduled 
to begin early next month in 
Geneva, according to spokes- 
man Mike McCuny, who 
said that an official date 
would be announced soon. 

He stressed that the agree- 
ment to. resume the talks was 
based on specific assurances 
from North Korea, “includ- 
ing our understanding that 
they would be willing to dis- 
cuss fully implementing the 
requirements of the non- 
proliferation treaty and their 
existing safeguards agree- 
ment with the International 
Atomic Energy Agency” 
(IAEA). 

Washington suspended the 
third round of negotiations in 
March afteT North Korea 
barred inspections of its nuc- 
lear facilities, which are sus- 
pected of being used for de- 
veloping weapons. 


AMMAN ( AP) — A team of 
French businessmen was in 
Baghdad earlier this week to 
discuss possible trade deals 
with Iraq when a four-year 
embargo of that country is 
lifted, a senior French diplo- 
mat said Saturday. 

The 18 businessmen con- 
cluded their two-day visit to 
Iraq Friday and returned to 
Jordan on their way home, 
said the diplomat, who in- 
sisted on anonymity. 

He said the delegation rep- 
resented the French Con- 
glomerate Conseil National 
du Patronat Francais Interna- 
tional (CN PFI) . It was 
headed by CNPFTs director- 
general, Thierry Courtaigne. 

One of the team members, 
interviewed Saturday in Am- 
man on condition of anonym- 
ity, described the visit as 
“purely commercial." 

“We went to evaluate the 
situation there," be said, in- 
sisting that no deals had been 
sealed. 

The visit underscored 


France’s belief that interna- 
tional sanctions imposed on 
Baghdad after Iraq’s August 
1990 invasion of Kuwait may 
soon be lifted. 

As one of Iraq's major 
trading partners before the 
war. Pans appears set to se- 
cure a leading role for its 
companies when Iraq is open 
to business again. 

In their talks in Baghdad, 
tiie Frenchmen told the Iraqis 
that “French companies re- 
main at the dispobd of tiie 
Iraqis to supply any commod- 
ity but in foil compliance with 
international sanctions,” the 
diplomat said. 

Only food and medicines 
are exempt from the embar- 
go. But the Iraqi government 
says it has no money to pay 
for such necessities because 
the embargo has throttled its 
oil exports depriving it of its 
main source of income. 

The U.N. Security Council 
says the sanctions would be 
lined only after Baghdad has 


folly complied with the Guff 
war ceasefire resolutions that 
ordered the dismantling of 
Iraq’s weapons of mass des- 
truction. 

Bnt the United States and 
some of its Western allies 
argue that the sanctions can- 
not be lifted before Baghdad 
meets other qroifitiom, in- 
cluding recognition of a new 
U.N. -drawn Kuwait-Iraq 
border and improvement of 
human rights. 

Since the United Nations 
imposed the sanctions against 
Iraq, many French, Italian, 
American, Canadian, Au- 
stralian, Turkish, Russian 
and Chinese traders and di- 
plomats have publicity and 
secretly visited Baghdad. 

French oil companies Total 
S.A. and ELF-Aquitaine 
signed contracts with Iraqi ofi 
officials in Geneva earlier 
this year allowing them tp 
launch oil exploration pro- 
jects and develop production 
when the sanctions are lifted. 


From Dead Sea to Red Sea — a trail of occupation 


This is the second in a series of reports filed by the writer 
after a two-day trip through areas in close proximity to 
Jordanian territory occupied by Israel and the subject of 
Jordaman-Israeli negotiations starting next month. The 
first part appeared in the Jordan Times on Saturday. 
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By P.V. Vivefcanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

A drive down the Ghor 
Safi- Aqaba - road shows 
signs of Israel’s occupation 
of Jordanian land. In some 
places, the “border" fence 
is only a few metres from 
the road, with a mudtrack 
running alongside it for 
Jordanian military patrols 
but the Israeli patrol route 
is a safe 100 metres away. 

Indeed, the area is fasci- 
nating for first-time visi- 
tors. It was down this road 
that Israel expelled many 
Palestinians to the East 
Bank since 1967 after Jor- 
dan refused to take them in 
across the King Hussein 
Bridge. Israeli buses used 
to literally dump expellees 
in the vastness of the desert 
a few hundred metres from 
the road near the border 
fence, leaving Jordan with 
little choice but to accept 
them. 

Signposts on the fence 
say the area is mined. 
Army officers were reluc- 
tant to discuss the occasion- 
al infiltration attempts. 
“We keep the entire area 
under dose surveillance all 
the time,” said an officer 
who heads an army unit in 
charge of a southern sector. 

“There were a few (infil- 
tration) attempts here and 
there," he added. 

Army checkpoints are 
frequent on the road and 
certain segments of the 
route are completely sealed 
off for dviHan traffic at 
night, he said. 

On the Israeli side, the 
entire ceasefire line is pat- 


rolled day and night by 
heavily armed Israeli sol- 
diers equipped with infra- 
red night-vision glasses and 
backed by watchtowers. 

“There axe many Israeli 
colonies beyond the hillside 
in occupied Palestine, but 
we cannot see them from 
here,” said the officer. But 
Israeli farms in Jordanian 
land are clearly visible. 

Jordanian roads into 
those occupied areas are 
heavily damaged, but army 
engineers are now at work 
at some sites repairing the 
1 roads in anticipation of the 
return of the areas to Jor- 
dan. 

On its side of the British 
mandate lines, Israel has 
built several industrial un- 
its, among them a brass and 
alloys plant, one of the 
largest in the region. 

An alloys plant may be 
harmless, bnt not so the 
Israeli nuclear reactor at 
Dimona over the looming 
hills. “We are only about 
50 kilometres from tiie 
reactor on the other side of 
the hi IT,” said the army 
officer. That may be the 
distance by road, but it is 
an alarming proximity since 
the distance could be less 
“as the crow flies." 

Down the road neareT to 
the port of Aqaba and the 
Israeli port or Eilat is an 
area called Qa Taba, one of 
the sites named in the 
Israeli media as a site for 
the Jordanian-Israeli nego- 
tiations. 

But it is difficult to see 
bow delegates could meet 
there, given that there are 
no buildings at all in the 
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A view of Eilat from a Jordanian watch tower at Aqaba (Photo by Yousef A1 ’Allan) 


area, which is more like an 
oven in summer than a site 
for diplomatic discussions. 

“They might want to 
build tents straddling the 
bolder, with one peg on the 
Jordanian side and the 
other on the Israeli side, 
and start the negotiations,” 
someone in the bus joked. 

At a place called A! 
Qarandel — a rehashed 
version of the British name 
“waterhole” — the wreck 
of an army vehicle appears 
in the middle of nowhere in 
the desert. 

Hardened mud rather 
than sand made up the 
cracked surface as if it had 
rained only a day or two 
earlier. But that is the 
topography of the area be- 


cause of its underground 
water, which had attracted 
the British and others to 
the site in the first place at 
the turn of the century. 

The area, because of its 
flatness and the availability 
of water, was used by the 
British in the war against 
-the Turks in World War I. 

Jordanian inspection of 
the vehicle many years la- 
ter found that an anti- 
armour shell had pierced 
the vehicle and exploded, 
killing all three occupants 
inside, officers said. 

Now the metal wreck 
stands in mute testimony to 
the conflict and bloodshed 
that wrecked the region 
since anyone could remem- 
ber; and so is an airstrip 
used by the British air force 


to feny in supplies from 
Cairo. The “runway" still 
looks strong enough to 
hold heavy transport 
planes. 

Rich wheatfields are 
abundant in the area, 
which gets good rainfalls 
and has good underground 
sources. That explains the 
presence of Israeli farms 
down the valley, where wa- 
ter flowing down from the 
Jordanian mountains ends 
up. 

“Trust the Israelis not to 
waste any opportunity," 
said a journalist in the 
group. 

From the same site, one 
couid see heavy traffic on 
the main north-south 
Israeli highway that runs up 


and down to Eilat and 
several strategically placed 
Jordanian and Israeli 
watchtowers dotting the 
skyline. 

To the left of the Ghor 
Safi-Aqaba road are small 
Jordanian villages over- 
looking the Israeli- 
occupied zones. Although 
they looked isolated, army 
officers explained, almost 
every village is connected 
to the national power grid 
and gets fairly good quality 
of water. They also have 
schools and health centres. 

Fanning is the main . 
occupation of the villagers, 
but the very Israeli pre- 
sence across the fence is a 
dissuading factor for many 
to launch big projects in the 
area. 

AH these areas could 
undergo dramatic changes 
in peacetime, said nego- 
tiator Dr. Haddadin. 
“What we are aiming for is 
integrated development of 
the entire region. It will 
take time, but it can be 
done." 

The media tour ended on 
the Aqaba beach where a 
few metres of the Jorda- 
nian fence run into the' wa- 
ters of the Red Sea with 
Eilat only an earshot away. 

The British mandate 
maps defined the Jordanian 
boundary at “two miles to 
the west from the nearest 
Jordanian building” on the 
Red Sea shore, lots would 
place the actual boundary 
perhaps in the reception 
area of an Eilat hotel. 

Through a high-powered 
binoculars, one could clear- 
ly see the main roads of 
Eilat with flashing neon 
signs in Hebrew and 
silhouttes in the crowded 
beadies in the fading sun. 
An Israeli fighter plane 
landed as another took off, 


a daily gesture that Aqaba 
residents say is clearly 
aimed at reminding them of 
their Israeli presence at the 
doorstep. Watchtowers are 
less than 100 metres apart 
at Eilat. “It is a five-minute 
walk to Eilat,” said an 
army lieutenant. “It could 
also be a lifetime. Perhaps 
this would change soon.” 
“Everything is possible,” 
said Dr. Haddadin. “What 
we want is our rights and 


was never seriously con- 
sidered.... No one is propos- 
ing it.” 

He added that AID intends 
to have offices in either 
Jericho, Gaza or both. 

In his meeting with the 
congressmen, Mr. Atwood 
said the administration had 
held talks with Prime Minis- 
ter Yitzhak Rabin about 
opening the office in West 
Jerusalem. Mr. Gilman and 
Mr. Engel told him, howev- 
er, the United States should 
not be meeting the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) either in East or West 
Jerusalem. 

“I don't believe that after a 
decision is made there is an 
issue here,” Mr. Atwood 
assured them. 


French seek trade with Baghdad 


Mandela named 
for Oxford’s top 
honorary degree 

OXFORD, England (AFP) 

South African President 

Nelson Mandela bas been 
nominated for Oxford Uni- 
versity's highest honorary de- 
gree, said a spokeswoman 
Friday. Congregation, the 

university's parliam ent, w ill 

meet next week to approve a 
degree of Doctor of CSvfl 
Law by Diploma to Mandela 
— the same honour bestowed 
on American President Bil l 
Clinton earlier this month. 
“Subject to Congregation's 
approval next week, we wfll 
invite President Mandela to 
Oxford at a time to suit his 
busy schedule," a university 
spokeswoman was quoted as 
saying in the Telegraph. 

Half of Taiwan 
county council 
Jailed fin scandal 

TAIPEI (R) — A Taiwan 
court has jailed 30 members 
of a county councfl, including 
tiie speaker, for offering or 
accepting bribes in the is- 
land's worst vote-buying 
scandal, a court spokes- 
woman said Saturday. The 
court decision sent half of the 
60 councillors in north 
Taiwan's Taqynan Comity to 
jail for terms ranging from 10 
months to two years, she 
said. Two coandDors were 
acquitted Friday in the case, 
winch has seen all but ax of 
tiie council’s members under 
indictment for corruption 
connected with the election 
of a new speaker for the 
council. The others uiider in- 
dictment wiB be tried later. 
Speaker Hsu Chen-Yun was 
sentenced to two years im- 
prisonment for offering coun- 
tiHon Taiwan dollars, 3 BuSkm 
($111,000) each plus overseas 
travel if they voted for him 
for speaker. He told local 
media he would appeal. The 
former speaker, Wu Cben- 
Huan, accused of offering the 
.same amount for votes in his 
unsuccessful bid for reeleo- 
ngn, will be tried later. The 
present deputy speaker, Lin 
Chuan-Koo, mil also be tried 
in the second group for 
allegedly offering $37,000 a 
vote. 

Youngest boy 
charged with rape 
cleared by court 

LONDON (R) — A 
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sandpit at their school when 
he was 12, the youngest per- 
s on ch arged with rape in 
.Britain, was cleared by a 
court Friday. The boy, now 
13, denied raping the 12- 
year-old girl in November 
^ year. His lawyers said 
there was no evidence to 
prove sexual intercourse and 
aigued that the girl was a 
willing partner. The boy was 
foe youngest to be tried for 
the crime since a change in 
British law allowed youngs- 
ters under 14 to be charged 
w«tb rape. Police on the Isle 
of Wight, off southern Eng- 
land, said they did not regret 
bringing the case. “It was a 
case which was properly 
Drought, properly defended 
and properly tried,” said De- 
tective Inspector Martin Par- 
sons, who headed the in- 
quiry. 


respect for our sovereignty . .. 

and territorial integrity as Indian CliStOfTIS 


defined in international 
law. Nothing more, no- 
thing less." 

“There should not be any 
strategic reasons for Israel 
not to return our land to 
us," said Dr. Hadaddin 
when asked whether he 
anticipated any Israeli stall- 
ing in the negotiations ex- 
pected to start next month. 

“In any event, there is 
nothing to argue about. 
The land is Jordanian and 
they have to return it to us, 
period,” he added. The 
talks arc expected to begin 
in foe third week of July, 
according to reports. 

There axe a dozen sites 
under consideration as the 
venue for the talks, which, I 
for the finst time since the 
Madrid conference, are 
being shifted to Jordan and 
Israel. 

“We cannot sit in 
Washington and discuss 
and delineate the borders 
from there,” said Dr. Had- 
dadin. The negotiations 
have to be in foe region, 
dose to the territory beinq 
negotiated, so that foe prr> 
cess could be expedited. 

“I crossed the Atlantic 13 
times — both up and down 
— in the last one year for 
the negotiations," said Dr. 
Haddadin. "It is a tiring 
process. 


seize priceless 
coins 

NEW DELHI (AFP) — i„di. 
**■ scized “To” 5 

than 40,000 priceless antique 
coins and arrested an Ausfra- 
han and a Fijian as they 
glared to bo^d a plane fJ 
Hong Kong, officials said Fri 1 
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